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128 Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8 4BA

TO BOOK CALL: 01384 444007 WWW.ARENAHAIRDRESSING.CO.UK

Celebrating 15 years in Amblecote this April, 
Arena Hairdressing offers a warm, inviting 

atmosphere just outside Stourbridge.

Owner Annette brings 38 years of industry 
experience, ensuring bespoke services for 

all ages and styles. We are proud to use 
Kevin.Murphy hair care products, offering 
natural and vegan permanent and gloss 

colour options. 

Enjoy eco-friendly products that deliver 
100% performance without compromise, 

ensuring you look and feel special.

CALL: 01384 444007   or   EMAIL: HELLO@ARENAHAIRDRESSING.CO.UK

STOCKISTS OF:
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
through the last þnancial crisis 
in 2008 due to the savings that 
can be made in using our service. 
Unfortunately we might be going 
through something similar again 
soon and the public can rest 
assured that we will be there to 
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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Get your brand seen, build awareness 
and attract more customers.

Call Mandy on 07375 052565
Email mandy@westmidlandsmagazines.com

Reach 
THOUSANDS

in our network of
72,000 printed 
magazines, distributed 
every 2 months across 
the West Midlands.

Promote 
your 
business

of New Customers!
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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the June/July issue of 
the Dudley Life Magazine.
I know we’ve all had a belly full of politics, but I feel 
compelled to say something on the matter.

Firstly, congratulations to all those who were 
successful in the recent local elections, which, 
I must say, seemed to be fought in the correct 
manner, with very little mudslinging.

Whether you voted for Reform or for someone 
else, you all have to accept that we now have a 
number of new councillors that were democratically 
elected, so they deserve to be given a chance to do 
the job they now have.

The reality is they will receive more calls about 
potholes, noisy neighbours and fly tipping than 
boats coming across the Channel, but I’m sure 
they’ll cope admirably.

Moving on… I know a few people who are or have 
suffered from Pancreatic Cancer, which is also 
known as the silent killer, so as I did last year, I’ll 
be walking one mile a day, every day through the 
month of June, to raise money for Pancreatic UK.

I’ll be in Greece for 7 of the days, but that won’t 
stop me, so if you see me out and about in my 
purple t-shirt, please say hello. If you would be 
kind enough to make a donation, however small, 
I’d really appreciate that. Here’s the link to my 
fundraising page: www.justgiving.com/page/
simon-archer-3 or scan the QR code below.

Finally, a quick shout out to all those organising 
events through the summer. Some are run by 
volunteers, who don’t get paid a penny! So, please 
try and support them.

One of the big events is Legends by the Lake at 
Himley Hall – see page 27. We’d love to have gone 
to this, but it clashes with another event. Enjoy if 
you do go.

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, 
our advertisers are vitally important to the to the 
continuation of this magazine. Please have a look 
at their adverts and if you do purchase anything 
from them, PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SAW THE 
ADVERT IN THE DUDLEY LIFE MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover Aug & Sept and will be out 
on 6th Aug so if you want to be in 
it, please contact me by 1st July. 

Enjoy your read!

Simon



Mould and condensation are often caused by 
poor airflow, not just damp issues.

WHAT WE
ASSESS:

Indoor humidity and 
condensation levels; 
visible and hidden mould; 
ventilation effectiveness; 
likely long-term causes.

WHY
HOMEOWNERS
TRUST US:

Local, experienced 
specialists; honest advice; 
long-term mould and 
ventilation solutions.

GET A  FREE  MOULD
AND HUMIDITY SURVEY

SER V IN G  TH E M ID LA N D S A N D  SU R R O U N D IN G  A R EA S
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Little did he know that 
as a 4 year old taking his 
� rst wobbly bicycle ride 
around the gentle slopes 
of Halesowen’s banked 
cycle track at Manor 
Abbey, he would be 
setting out six years later 
hoping to raise £1,000 in 
support of the Neonatal 
Unit at Russell’s Hall 
Hospital.
That is just what popular member 
of Halesowen Athletic & Cycling 
Club, Max Tyson, now aged 10, 
did last Saturday when he set out 
to ride 29 kilometres in support 
of his baby brother Ted who was 
born prematurely in Russell’s Hall 
Hospital last July. 

As many premature babies do, Ted 
had a tough start to life spending 
the � rst 29 days receiving expert 
care provided by the nursing staff 
under the expert treatment led by 
paediatrician Dr Nicola Ruth.

Ted is now happily thriving and 
together with mum and dad was present when Max 
set off at 3.15pm under a clear blue sky in sunny 
conditions cheered on by his cycle club, rugby 
club, scouting and classmates. Although unpaced 
Max received extra encouragement from his coach 
Matt and fellow club mates - including several 
riders from the club’s academy team - who rode 
along side and behind him.

Max completed the full distance crossing the 
� nishing line to rousing cheers at precisely 4.30 
after putting in a � nishing spurt in true Mark 
Cavendish style over the � nal lap. 

The icing on the cake was provided when 
consultant Nicola Ruth patented Max with a medal 
and thanked him for his tremendous effort.

Dr Ruth said the funds will be used to buy much 
needed equipment which will help to treat many 
more babies in the future.

Max’s mum, Rachel, is delighted that just 24 hours 
after the ride Max had secured over £2000 saying, 
“We are so very proud of Max and the money he 
has raised for Russell’s Hall Hospital’s Neonatal unit 
on behalf of his baby brother Ted. Over £2,000 is 
a massive achievement for our amazing 10-year-
old. We also want to say a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who has sponsored Max and who came 
and supported him down at the cycling track. 
It was a lovely atmosphere; a 
special event that we will always 
remember.”

10-Year-Old Max Cycles 
To Raise Hospital Funds

L-R Mum, Ted, Dad, Max, Dr Ruth. Photo by David Viner (6 April 2026).

If any readers would like to chip in to support Max, please scan the QR 
code or visit: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/rachel-tyson-5
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Visit the heart of the Black Country

Discover Dudley

@discoverdudley @discoverdudley

Visit discoverdudley.org.uk

Crossword Please see answers
on page 31
Across
1 Start of the working week (6)
4 Channel (6)
9 Type of antelope (3)
10 Slowly progressive (7)
11 Breathed out (7)
12 Beneath (5)
13 Steel tower (5)
15 Sphere (5)
20 Review (5)
22 Decorative bird (7)
24 Bar game (7)
25 Rug (3)
26 Creepy, eerie (6)
27 Seek (6)

Down
1 ‘Attractive’ metal! (6)
2 Badly behaved (7)
3 A spiritual or pure being (5)
5 Curious, odd (7)
6 Covered with ceramic slabs (5)
7 Chronicle, narrate (6)
8 Convenient (5)
14 Attitude, perspective (7)
16 Type of loaf (7)
17 Antagonise (6)
18 Talked (5)
19 Rough drawing (6)
21 Type of dance (5)
23 Concur (5)
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FAMILY FIRST 
ESTATE PLANNING

•	WILLS
•	 LASTING POWER  

OF ATTORNEY 
•	TRUSTS
•	BESPOKE VIDEO 

TESTIMONIALS

PLANNING TODAY TO
PROTECT TOMORROW

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
OR ANY HELP WITH REVIEWING EXISTING DOCUMENTS
CALL ROBERTA KINSEY 07709 809999  
or email: enquiries@familyfirstwills.com

Are you having problems getting 
in & out of your Bath. We will 

remove the Bath & Fit an easy 
access low level round, square 

or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower, 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2550.00 
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People who live and work 
in a defined area of Dudley 
borough will see up to £20 
million of investment over 
the next 10 years after a 
regeneration plan received 
government approval.
The 10-year Regeneration Plan 
and four-year Investment Plan 
was submitted to government by 
Dudley Council on behalf of the 
Dudley Neighbourhood Board last 
November.

The plans were shaped by extensive community 
engagement last summer, and outlined a 
community vision for the next decade, setting out 
the priority areas for investment within the first four 
years up to March 2030.

Government endorsement of the plans marks a 
significant milestone and recognises the residents 
who helped shape them through local engagement.

Funding from the government’s Pride in Place 
programme, formerly known as Plan for 
Neighbourhoods, will now be released over the 
next decade to support improvements across the 
programme area, from Priory to Dudley Wood, 
including Netherton and Dudley town centres.

The board will soon begin delivering its year one 
priorities through the launch of a Community 
Grants Fund to support local projects and 
community-led activity across the programme 
area.

Grants of up to £20,000 will be available for 
projects which meet the eligibility criteria and 
contribute to the aims of the Pride in Place 
programme. 

Applications are welcomed across all programme 
themes, with priority given to projects supporting 
the locally identified key priorities.  These include 
improving public spaces, buildings and heritage, 
supporting safety and crime reduction, enhancing 

education, family support and youth opportunities, 
and strengthening community cohesion.

A launch event is being held on June 5 from 10am 
to 1pm at DY1 Community Centre for groups to 
find out more about the Community Grants Fund, 
the eligibility criteria and how to apply. To register 
visit: https://DudleyPiPPcommunitygrantscheme.
eventbrite.com

Information and an application form will also be on 
the website from midday June 5. The closing date 
for applications is July 3 at 5pm.

Councillor Simon Phipps, cabinet member for 
economy and infrastructure, said:

“We’re delighted the government has approved our 
regeneration and investment plans.

“This exciting £20 million programme will run over 
the course of 10 years and the board is putting 
local people and their priorities at the centre of the 
process."

“The board has wasted no time in getting on to 
delivering against the plans with the launch of the 
Community Grants Fund."

"The Dudley Neighbourhood Board is leading 
the programme and has representatives from 
community groups, politicians, the police, 
education, visitor attractions and businesses 
operating in the area and is supported by Dudley 
Council."

Dudley £20m Investment 
Plan Approved

​For more information on the Pride in Place programme visit: 
www.regeneratingdudley.org.uk/pride-in-place 



          

  Does your house su er from any of these: 
 PENETRATING DAMP?  CRACKED RENDER? 
 POOR APPEARANCE?  SPOILED BRICKWORK? 

PROBLEM SOLVED: 

 

 

 

 
 

Desktop quotes & Small local showroom 

Call, email or WhatsApp your details for a free quote 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Established for over 30 years - All work guaranteed 

Now booking our limited Winter Discount slots 

43 Broad Street, Bilston. WV14 0BU 
info@ecotexcontracts.co.uk 

01902 498 953 - 07973 314 644 
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Multi-Million-Pound Improvement 
Plan for Halesowen Town Centre

New picture released of multi-million-pound 
improvement plan for Halesowen town centre

A new artist’s impression has been released 
showing a £20 million package of improvements 
for Halesowen town centre.

The money is earmarked for bringing vacant 
buildings back into use and redeveloping the Pool 
Road multi-storey car park into a new surface level 
facility, with electric vehicle charging points and 
improved accessibility.

It will also see improvements to Halesowen Town 
Hall, including a new entrance with an integrated 
lift, providing a significantly improved street 
presence for the popular venue.

Improved pedestrian links, along with landscaping 
are also part of the design.

The council is looking to hold a preview event in 
Halesowen in April for residents and businesses 
to speak to officers about the plans, ahead of 
an informal consultation being planned for early 
summer.

The funding has been secured through the 
government’s Local Regeneration Fund (LRF), 
formerly known as the Levelling Up Fund.

Proposals also include bringing empty units in the 
town centre back into a range of uses, including 
educational and hospitality.

Councillor Simon Phipps, cabinet member for 
economy and infrastructure, said: “The artist’s 
impression shows there’s exciting times ahead as 
we develop our plans to re-energise this end of 
Halesowen town centre.

“A surface level carpark will provide much 
improved facilities for businesses and visitors, with 
better access, along with electric charging facilities.

“A purpose-built entrance with passenger lift will 
give the town hall a significant street level presence 
and warm welcome to the thousands of people 
who enjoy the fantastic schedule of entertainment 
at this popular venue”.

Black Country Cycle-Walk-Horse 
ride Active Travel Route

Saturday 8 August at 10 am, at the Himley 
Woodland Trust Plantation car park to ride or walk, 
northwards on the Black Country Cycle-Walk-
Horse ride Active Travel Route.

Walk or cycle to the two coffee shops/tea rooms 
in two old railway stations beautifully preserved. 
The nearest is close to where we park, so such a 
tempting early stop for a refuel!

The full 20 Kms runs to NW Wolverhampton to 
link with former councillor, Chris Barnett’s circular 
cycle-walkway via canal towpaths and Netherton 
Tunnel for commuter, business and leisure use. The 
surface is excellent through South Staffordshire, is 
adequate in Wolverhampton and the poorer Dudley 
section is not touched.

People walk or cycle as little or as much as 
they wish. The morning is simply a chance to 
visit somewhere you may never have been to 
and, perhaps, to make new friends.

News In Brief
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A New Chapter for 
Our Community: 
From Harry’s Coffee Shop to The 
Connect Pantry - Brierley Hill
After much reflection, 
conversation, and listening to 
the needs of our community, we 
have made the difficult decision 
to close Harry’s Community 
Coffee Shop and transition the 
space into something new: The 
Connect Pantry.
Harrys has been far more than a coffee shop. 
It has been a safe, welcoming space 
where friendships have formed, 
isolation has been reduced, 
and people have found 
a sense of 
belonging. For 
many, it provided 
a place to talk, 
feel valued, and be 
part of a supportive 
community. That 
legacy will always 
remain at the heart of 
what we do.

Over time, however, we have seen a clear shift in 
the needs of the people we support. Increasingly, 
individuals and families are facing financial 
hardship, food insecurity, and rising living costs. 
Conversations over coffee began to highlight 
deeper struggles, with people uncertain about 
how to feed their families or manage everyday 
expenses.

While Harry’s created connection, it became 
clear there was an urgent need to respond more 
practically.

The Connect Pantry is our response. As part of 
the national Your Local Pantry network, it will 
provide access to affordable food in a dignified, 

community-focused way. More than a food project, 
it will continue to be a place of connection and 
support, building on everything Harry’s stood for 
while meeting immediate needs.

Members will be able to access weekly food at a 
significantly reduced cost, helping to ease financial 
pressure and improve stability. Alongside this, we 
will continue offering support, opportunities to 
build skills, and a welcoming environment where 
people feel valued.

This change has not been made lightly. 
We know how much Harry’s is 

loved, and we share that 
sense of loss. 

However, we 
believe this 

transition allows 
us to make an 

even greater 
impact, supporting 

people through real, 
current challenges.

The heart of Harry’s 
hasn’t gone. We continue to deliver our Hospitality/
Kitchen Skills/Barista Training programmes with 
new Pantry Volunteer roles now available to anyone 
aged 16+ looking to gain some new skills. We are 
exploring plans for a new community café initiative, 
so this is not goodbye, but part of a new and 
evolving journey.

Watch this Space!

We are always looking for support to continue this 
work. If you would like to donate, volunteer, or 
find out more, please contact our Connect Pantry 
Coordinator, Charlotte Lissimore, on 07808 788626 
or charlotte@topchurchtraining.co.uk



With a wide range of courses 

or interest.

            De� ning futures

Aseela Wahidi completed the Skills for 
Success course at City of Wolverhampton 
College. She began with the Skill Up 
introductory short course at Central 
Library, which helped her rebuild 

after time away from education. She 
then progressed onto the Shaping Success 
programme at the CLQ campus and is now 
taking her next step onto English Functional Skills. 

as shopping on a budget and comparing prices. It’s helped me feel 
more capable and independent. This course has also helped me 
a lot with my future goals. It has prepared me for my Functional 
Skills course and made me feel ready to move forward.” 

anyone who wants to work. You learn lots of useful employment 

It’s never too late 
to learn!
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With the price of silver near its all-
time high now is the time to seek out 
overlooked teapots and spoons, writes 
Charles Hanson
It’s not often a “newsflash” comes along in 
the stately world of antiques. But these are 
unprecedented times – so much so I felt the need 
to comment.

In almost 30 years in the business, I have rarely 
seen anything like it. 

I am referring to the booming price of silver. Today 
I am selling silver teapots for £1,000 that were 
selling for £200 just six months ago. 

Teaspoons that would hardly trouble a valuer a year 
ago are selling for hundreds. 

From antique shops in Birmingham to silver bullion 
traders there is only one topic of conversation – 
what the heck is happening to silver?

Why? Well President Trump’s late-night tweets aren’t 
helping. When global politics look insecure, precious 
metals act as a hedge against financial instability.

Which is great news if you have any old bits tucked 
away. In the auction world we divide silverware 
into three categories: flatware (made up of utensils 
like forks and spoons); hollowware – functional 
domestic items like trays, candlesticks or teapots, 
and smallwork – items which can fit in a pocket, 
like a snuffbox or nutmeg grater.

A bit of science. Sterling silver is the standard for 
high-quality silver objects. 

It is a durable alloy made up of 92.5 percent pure 
silver and 7.5 percent other metals, typically copper. 

So, if you have any silver, ranging from Victorian 
cutlery to Georgian tea services tucked 

away, look for the hallmark ‘925’, or the sterling 
hallmark of a ‘lion passant’ a striding lion with 
raised paw.  

My team and I carry out a number of free valuation 
sessions in the West Midlands. Think of them as a 
mini Antiques Roadshow – without the queues.

I will be at the New Vic Theatre, Etruria Road, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire on May 28 
from 10.30am-12.30pm

If you can’t make that session, we will also be 
at the Bowling Green Inn, Friary Road, Lichfield, 
Staffordshire on May 29 from 11am-1pm and at 
the same location at the same time on June 26. 
For people closer to Birmingham the team will also 
be at Moor Hall Hotel, Moor Hall Drive, Four Oaks, 
Birmingham on May 29 and June 26 from 2pm-
4pm. It would be great to see you and, who knows, 
you might just be sitting on an auction windfall.

Antiques World 
with BBC Bargain Hunt’s Charles Hanson

A collection of silver including teaspoons, a mustard 
pot and a Birmingham silver match book had been 

expected to make ££150-£250 at this month’s 
antiques and collectors’ auction but sold for £580.

Charles Hanson and his team will be carrying out a number 
of free valuations in the West Midlands in upcoming months

charles-hanson-may26-v1.indd   1 08/05/2026   16:21:43





Black Country born & bred 
formed Fizzog Productions 
in 2000 with a focus on 
creating theatre within health 
and education settings. 
Our early work took us into 
predominately schools but also 
any community spaces that could 
accommodate us. Here is where we 
developed performances designed 
to engage, educate and connect with 
audiences. What we were creating 
was the foundation of 
what was yet to come, 
we just didn’t know it 
then. 

As our work developed, 
we expanded into 
site-specific theatre, 
performing in museums 
and heritage venues. 
These projects allowed 
us to let those creative 
juices flow in exciting 
ways, turning everyday 
environments into 
immersive theatrical experiences. It was a period 
of experimentation and growth, where we were 
growing stronger within ourselves as a company 
but also developing our own personal crafts as 
experienced theatre actors.

A major turning point came in 2008, when Fizzog 
Jack ran the London Marathon. To raise money for 
her charity we decided to put on one night of pure 
entertainment, incorporating some of our best 
loved characters including the Dancing Grannies 
which were called ‘The Ode Folk’ back then, 
which  all came from our educational work. It was 
so well received that we realised just how funny 
we were. That moment sparked a creative shift, 
and many comedy shows followed. 

Out of this The Dancing Grannies were renamed 
and exploded across the internet. This was 
around 12 years ago, dancing to Flo Rida’s Low in 
Stourbridge the magic happens.  We had no 
idea what would happen next. The video went 
viral almost instantly, spreading across the world 
and capturing the imagination of millions. It was 

joyful, ridiculous, and 
completely unexpected, 
and The Grannies 
suddenly became 
something in their own 
right.

Since then, The 
Grannies have taken 
on a life of their own. 
They have performed 

internationally in places such as Bahrain and 
New York, and have appeared on stage alongside 
some of Bollywood’s biggest stars. Wherever they 
go, they bring a unique blend of chaos, comedy 
and pure entertainment that continues to resonate 
with audiences of all ages. People just love them. 

And now, incredibly, it’s happening all over again 
12 years on, the grannies have once again gone 
viral worldwide, reaching over 50 million views 
in just a few weeks. We find it hilarious that what 
started out as a fluke as created a worldwide 
phenomenon. The Grannies have now got 
their own Patreon page so you can sign up for 
exclusive content which is awesome. Our motto is 
just follow your dreams, never give up even when 
it feels tough and just keep smiling and laughing. 
To make others smile and laugh is a gift so why 
would we stop. 

www.patreon.com/cw/FizzogProductions
www.youtube.com/@FizzogProductions
www.facebook.com/FizzogProductions
www.instagram.com/thefizzogs/

Fizzog Productions: From Local 
Roots to Global Viral Phenomenon



Rose Service
Hearse Only
Just £3,000

Lily Service 
Hearse and 2 
Limousines 
Just £3,500

Tulip Service 
Hearse and 1 Limousine 
Just £3,250 

Bluebell Service 
Horse Drawn Carriage, 
Hearse and 1 Limousine 
Just £3,950 

Hearse and 1 Limousine 

Direct To Crematorium
Just £1,150

Phone our 24 hour care line on 

 01384 848808 
´ºÄJ³ÀJÉӃ­³ZÄ«X³JӃT ³XNº­³´ƞzªJ ӃŸN­ª
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I am Stuart and I am the founder 
of this funeral home. Here we 
prioritise families and ensure that 
they receive a quality, professional 
service without the extortionate 
cost. We pride ourselves on 
providing exceptional customer 
service 24/7 and offer compassion 
at a time when it is needed most.

Rose, Tulip, Lily and Bluebell services include all third-party fees for all local 
crematoriums, minister or Celebrant fees, 40 service booklets and design,  two doves 



Links to the Past
Black Country History with Tim Hamilton

Here to 
Ruin Your 
Day
Dudley Castle 
is one of those 
landmarks that is 
so familiar it almost 
disappears. Which 
is ironic really, 
considering it sits 

on a huge limestone hill and has been looking 
down over the town for almost  a thousand 
years. Whether you’ve seen it from the bus, or 
waling around the town, it is one of the most 
dramatic reminders that the Black Country’s 
history didn’t start with coal, iron and factories.

The castle’s story begins shortly after the 
Norman Conquest. The first castle at Dudley 
was a motte and bailey structure, traditionally 
dated to around 1070 and associated with 
Ansculf de Picquigny, one of William the 
Conqueror’s followers. The Domesday Book 
later records Dudley as having a castle, which 
gives us a rare early written glimpse of the 
site’s importance. 

During the medieval period, Dudley Castle 
passed through powerful families including the 
Paganels and later the de Somery family. Stone 
buildings replaced timber defences, and the 
castle became both a fortress and a statement 
of local authority. Like many castles, it had a 
turbulent life and what survives today is not 
that first wooden castle, of course, but the hill 
itself  (the motte) still forms the stage on which 
later generations built, rebuilt, damaged and 
reused over centuries, depending on who held 
power and how secure they felt. The keep, one 
of the most recognisable parts of the castle 
today, belongs to a major rebuilding phase that 
began in the 13th century. 

By the 16th century, the castle had become 
less of a military stronghold and more of a 

grand residence. John Dudley, 
later Duke of Northumberland, 
began creating a fine 
residential range there around 
the 1540s. This included the 
kind of domestic spaces 
you would expect in an elite 
household: hall, kitchen, 
cellars and lodgings. It is 
easy to forget, looking at 
ruins, that these places were 
once lived in, heated, cooked 
in, decorated and shown 
off. They were not always 
romantic shells for school trips 
and ghost stories.
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The English Civil War brought the castle 
back into military use, when Dudley Castle 
became a Royalist garrison and was held for 
the king during the conflict. It was besieged 
by Parliamentarian forces in 1644 and again 
and finally surrendering on 13 May 1646 to 
forces led by Sir William Brereton. Parliament 
later ordered the castle to be “slighted”, which 
means deliberately damaged so it could no 
longer be used as a military stronghold. Much 
of the defensive fabric was pulled down, 
helping to create the ruined outline that still 
dominates Dudley today. 

Even then, the castle’s story wasn’t over. Parts 
of it remained habitable into the 18th century, 
though it was used only occasionally and 
maintained by a small staff. Then, in 1750, 
disaster struck when a fire gutted the domestic 
buildings. After that, Dudley Castle became 
what people in later centuries loved to call 
a “romantic ruin” picturesque, dramatic and 
slightly melancholy. 

That romantic quality gave the castle a new 
life. In the 19th and early 20th centuries, the 
grounds were used for recreation, fetes and 
pageants. People visited not just to learn 
history, but to experience the atmosphere of 
age, ruin and spectacle. 

And then, in 1937, Dudley Zoo opened around 
the castle ruins, bringing another extraordinary 
layer to the site. I’m going for a walking tour of 
the modernist zoo structures soon so theres 
some foreshadowing for you as to what I’ll be 
writing about next time).

All around us in the Black Country, we are 
surrounded by history, but Dudley Castle 
makes that history impossible to ignore. It 
is older than industry, older than the town 
centre as we know it, and older than most of 
the stories we usually tell about this place we 
call home. It has watched kings rise and fall, 
survived war, fire, neglect, reinvention and 
generations of visitors.

So next time you see it on the hill, don’t let it 
fade into the background. Dudley Castle is not 
just scenery. It is one of the great survivors of 
the Black Country.

Share your favourite local landmark 
with me on Twitter @MrTimHamilton 

Dudley Zoo and Castle 
Castle Hill, Dudley DY1 4QF

Learn more about the 1600’s  
and the Civil War:

Aston Hall  
Trinity Road, Birmingham, B6 6JD
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For many chefs 
and restaurateurs, 
hospitality begins 
in the kitchen. 
For the team 
behind Guest, 
however, the 
journey started 
with something 
far more personal 
- people.
Although the founder’s 
professional culinary 
career officially began 
in 2001, the foundations of Guest were laid years 
earlier during time spent living in the American 
South.

“I had just moved out to America and set down 
temporary roots in Alabama, and later Tennessee,” 
they explain. “Southern hospitality is something 
you hear about a lot, but I never truly understood 
it until I experienced it.” That experience would 
shape an entire career. “There is a warmth to the 
hospitality there. People genuinely care, and it’s 
something I’ve carried with me throughout my 
whole career.”

After working in some of the UK’s finest hotels 
and restaurants, two things consistently stood 
out; “The food always seemed to carry more 
weight than the service with the people managing 
the businesses,” they say. “And great food was 
often only accessible to high earners, not everyday 
households.”

Those observations sparked the concept behind 
Guest - a restaurant designed not only around 
exceptional food, but around the complete 
experience. “I always wanted my own restaurant, 
although the concept evolved many times in my 
head over the years. Ultimately, I wanted to rectify 
those two things.”

The second part of the vision was equally 
important: accessibility. “I wanted great food 
to be available and affordable for everyone to 
experience. I’ve been lucky enough to work with 
amazing people throughout my career, so the idea 
of bringing in a constant conveyor belt of guest 
chefs felt like the perfect way to offer something 
unique while keeping it at a price point people 
could enjoy.”

As Guest celebrates its first year, the restaurant 
has already welcomed an impressive line-up of 
acclaimed chefs from across the UK culinary 
scene.

•	 Lorna McNee - Great British Menu Champion 
of Champions, judge, and the only woman 
currently holding a Michelin Star in Scotland. 

•	Chris Mackett - Tom Kerridge’s right-hand man 
for 17 years and part of the original launch team 
behind the world-famous Hand & Flowers. 

•	Avi Shashidhara - Great British Menu Series 18 
Starter Champion. 

•	Dan Merriman - MasterChef: The Professionals 
Champion 2025. 

•	Chloe McCoy - MasterChef: The Professionals 
pastry specialist. 

•	Mark O’Brien - Finalist on MasterChef: The 
Professionals 2026. 

What’s Next for Guest?

The momentum shows no signs of slowing down.

Over the coming months, Guest will continue its 
mission of bringing exceptional culinary talent 
to diners, with several exciting names already 
confirmed.

Upcoming chefs include:

•	 Luke Emmess - MasterChef: The Professionals 
2026 runner-up. 

•	Gareth Baty - MasterChef: The Professionals 
2026 winner. 

•	Andy Sheridan - Michelin-starred chef and two-
time Great British Menu contestant. 

•	 Jean Delaport - Winner of both the Main 
Course and Fish Course on Great British Menu 
2025. 

•	Carl Cleghorn - Great British Menu contestant 
2026. 

Alongside these names, Guest will also showcase 
specialists in Mexican, Thai and Italian cuisine, 
with many more announcements still to come.

Full upcoming events and chef announcements can be found at www.guestrestaurant.co.uk

The Story Behind Guest
Redefining the Dining Experience, by Mark Bodley, Owner
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Stourbridge Business Improvement 
District (BID) has officially launched 
the new Stourbridge Art Map, a free 
guide designed to help residents 
and visitors explore the town’s rich 
artistic heritage and discover the wide 
range of artwork on display across 
Stourbridge. 
The Stourbridge Art Map highlights key local art 
icons and artworks dating from 1857 to the present 
day, featuring a wide mix of art forms including 
music-related pieces, hand-drawn illustrations, 
metal sculpture, glass, mosaic work and more.

Led by Stourbridge BID, this project was 
developed collaboratively with Cal the Artist and 
illustrator Stacey Hammond to create a creative 
and accessible showcase of the town’s artistic 
character. Stourbridge BID secured funding 
through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF), 
with Cal leading the research and Stacey 
producing the map illustrations.

Free copies of the Stourbridge Art Map are now 
available from the leaflet holder on the map wall 
in Tesco, the library, town hall, bus station and 
train station, giving people the chance to discover 
Stourbridge from a new perspective, follow the 

art trail at their own pace 
and celebrate the creativity 
that makes the town 
unique. Visitors are also 
encouraged to share their 
experience on social media 
and tag Stourbridge BID 
along with their favourite 
artists and artworks. We 
hope this map helps you 
see Stourbridge in the 
creative light that it has 
always held for us - and 
leaves you feeling inspired 
to play a part in its ongoing 
story.

Stourbridge Art Map
by Ben Thompson, Stourbridge BID Manager



Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

OAP 
Discount

1-2 Hour

650921

12 Month 

Excludes blockages

Available upon
request at time

of booking

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee 
on labour!

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response
All Work Guaranteed
Flexible Appointment Times

We work across
Dudley and all
surrounding
areas.

OUR SERVICES
Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

01384 849 118

Subject to Eligibility

Boiler Installations
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Halesowen BID recently hosted 
Halesowen Business Awards at B63 
Bistro, Halesowen College.
The annual event Highlights the achievements of 
local businesses, managers and employees. 

The public were asked to vote six categories with 
the final award to crown Halesowen Business of 
the Year 2026.

This is the 4th year of hosting the awards, which 
was sponsored by Moneywatch Finance, who 
were winners at last year’s event. The evenings 
comperes were Halesowen BIDs very own 
Andy Hancock (BID Chair) and Ellie Hunt (BID 
Ambassador) who were last seen as a double act 
at Halesowen Christmas Lights.

The first award was Newcomer of the Year, 
shortlisted was Luxe Tan and Revolution Records, 
the winner was Luxe Tan which has recently 
opened on Queensway Halesowen, the award 
was presented to owner and manager Amy Finch

Next was Employee of the Year, shortlisted was 
Jacob Vyze from Cornbow Security and Jessica 
Raines for Key Spaces. Jess who has works at 
the serviced office space at Trinity Point since 
they moved to Halesowen in 2019 accepted her 
award and was overwhelmed.

Manager of the year was a tight competition 
between neighbouring businesses from Hagley 
Road. Sean Kavannagh for Bloore King and 
Kavannagh Estate Agents and Luke Wale for 
Label. Luke proudly received the award and was 
joined by fellow stylists Sam Liam and Jack.

Entrepreneur of the Year was handed to no other 
than the Halesowen social media guru and tiktok 

star Josh Wyer 
from Bargains 
with Josh. Josh 
scooped the 
award from Kelly 
Jakeways for 
Enhanced Beauty.

Each year we 
ask the family 
of former BID 
director and 
founder Tony 
Billingham to 
present our 
Community Impact 
Award. Daughter 
Juliet Elliot 
proudly presented 
the award in 
her father’s 
honour. Two 
great shortlisted 
nominations 

for this award, new Baby Network and Bella’s 
Beautiful Things. Stella Weston from Bellas was 
the worthy winner. Stella has created her store 
as a Safe Haven as well as running wellbeing 
workshops for her customers.

The outstanding winner this year and crowned 
Halesowen Business of the Year 2026 was 
Beyond Halo. The award was collected by 
business partner Kate and Loren who were 
overjoyed to hear the announcement. 

Vicky Shakespeare, Halesowen Bid manager 
and event organiser said, ”Well done to everyone 
who was nominated this year, the lists were 
endless. We have some outstanding businesses in 
Halesowen and our Awards evening is a great way 
of celebrating our finery. Business is hard these 
days no matter how big or small you are so to 
see some of our local businesses celebrate their 
success is such a wonderful thing”

Halesowen Business Awards



Maintenance:  
 Weeding  
 Lawns cut 
 Mulching 
 Hedge trimming  
 Pruning 
 Planting 
 Overgrown  

  gardens  
  cleared

Professional Garden  
Maintenance

 Free quotes with no obligation 
 Fully insured  Competitive rates

E: earwaxdoc@gmail.com

35 Snow Hill, Wolverhampton, WV2 4AG
W: www.earwaxdoc.co.uk

T: 01902 918843
M: 07897 832997

We design, manufacture and install 
quality composite doors.

WITH OVER 20 YEARS INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE

0121 
531 
5176 UNIT 2 THE SLING, CINDER BANK, DUDLEY, WEST MIDLANDS DY2 9AJ

E: sales@resolutiondoors.com | W: www.resolutiondoors.com
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A new St George’s Flag is 
now flying from the tower 
of St Peter’s Church in 
Cradley thanks to a new 
community initiative called Cradley 
Can.
Cradley Can is a new can recycling scheme, 
aiming to reduce waste, promote environmental 
responsibility, and encourage residents to play an 
active role in sustainability.

The programme, led by local organisers and 
supported by community partners, focuses on 
increasing the collection and recycling of aluminium 
cans. By providing accessible recycling points and 
raising awareness about the environmental benefits 
of recycling, the initiative seeks to significantly cut 
down on landfill waste.

“Aluminium is one of the most recyclable materials 
available, and yet too many cans still end up in 
general waste,” said Christine Legiewicz, Cradley 
Residents Association. “This initiative is about 
making recycling easier and showing how small 
actions can have a big impact.”.

Money raised from weighing in the aluminium cans 
is being put back into community projects based in 
Cradley.

The first project to be funded by Cradley Can is 
a new St George’s Flag for St Peter’s Church to 

replace a previous flag that had become weather 
beaten.

St Peter’s Church and the wider community are 
extremely grateful to Cradley Can for offering to 
fund the new flag and covering the cost of repairing 
the old one which will be kept for half-mast duties.

Get involved…

Bring your rinsed and crushed aluminium drinks 
cans in bags to one of two drop off points to be 
recycled. Cans can be left at St Peter’s Church in 
Church Road, Cradley during daylight hours, where 
there is a box in the tower porch or alternatively 
at the drop off point at the Laurels Social Club 
on Windmill Hill in Cradley. Organisers hope the 
initiative will serve as a model for other towns 
looking to enhance their recycling efforts.

For more information, to get involved, or to become 
a partner, please contact Christine Legiewicz at 
The Laurels on 0121 602 1812 or follow Cradley 
Can on Facebook.

Look out for the new flag flying from the tower on 
Easter Day and come along to our FREE Messy 
Church for Kids session on Good Friday 3rd April, 
from 10am until 11.15am. The session includes 
food and is suitable for primary aged children. Kids 
must be accompanied by an adult.

A new flag for St 
Peter’s? – Cradley Can!

Left to right Mthr Victoria Barlow (Team Vicar), Jane Bayford (Cradley Can), 
Christine Legiewicz (Cradley Can) and Glenn Toney (St Peter’s Church)

Book your place by sending an email to mthrvictoria@halasteam.org.uk
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is out on  
6th August
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message out to approx.  
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simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com  

or call Simon on: 07534 603662.
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All  Window Styles
French Doors
Composite Doors
Stable Doors
Aluminium Bi-Fold Doors
Flush Fit  Frames
Fascia ,  Soffits & Guttering
All  Window Repairs
Welded/Mechanical

01902 488 334
WOLVERHAMPTON

01922 400 029
WALSALL/WILLENHALL

MANUFACTURERS &
INSTALLERS OF

UPVC & ALUMINIUM
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WWW.ASHMOREGLASS.CO.UK
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Unit 9, 10, 17, 18 19, 29 & 30, Essington Industrial Estate, 
Bognop Rd, Essington, Wolverhampton WV11 2BA

FIND US AT
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