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CITY OF
COLLEGE

It's never too late

to learn!

With a wide range of courses
and flexible study options,
there’s something for everyone
whatever your age, level, ability
or interest.

Don’t miss out - apply now
www.wolvcoll.ac.uk
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), Defining futures

Aseela Wahidi completed the Skills for

Success course at City of Wolverhampton

College. She began with the Skill Up

introductory short course at Central

Library, which helped her rebuild

confidence and re-engage with learning

after time away from education. She

then progressed onto the Shaping Success
programme at the CLO campus and is now

taking her next step onto English Functional Skills.

“| feel much more confident now, especially in my daily life, such
as shopping on a budget and comparing prices. It's helped me feel
more capable and independent. This course has also helped me

a lot with my future goals. It has prepared me for my Functional
Skills course and made me feel ready to move forward.”

“l would definitely recommend Skills for Success especially for
anyone who wants to work. You learn lots of useful employment
skills, and it really helps build your confidence.”

No 1College in the West Midlands refers to quaiification achievemient iates {JAR) foi the 2024 16 2625 fuiding year, pusiished Aprit 2026.
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Cloudy2Clear, A Local
Service, Saving You Money.

As a leading domestic glass
replacement company for more
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear
windows are the leading name
in the industry. There is no
need for you to risk your
windows by using the dreaded
double glazing cowboy down
the street. You can join over
336,000 happy customers and
replace your glass ethically
and affordably. If you have

a failed glass unit, it may

not provide you with the
protection you need or be as
energy-efficient as it once
was. Take a minute to check
your home to see if any double
glazing has failed? Taking
action now can prevent future
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian
Stanley it became clear that these
values have been held dear for a

number of years. Since starting
the business some years ago
Cloudy2Clear have remained true
to their core values of supporting
the local community by providing
a service that saves the public
money.

Ask me about our
Jantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

The Cloudy2Clear service only
requires the glass to be replaced
and not the whole window

once the unit has failed. Brian
commented “Cloudy2Clear were
able to assist our community
through the last pnancial crisis
in 2008 due to the savings that
can be made in using our service.
Unfortunately we might be going
through something similar again
soon and the public can rest
assured that we will be there to
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?

Replace the pane, not the frame!

All glazing backed by our

25

YEAR

GUARANTEE

“I really liked the fact
that they were a local
community run business”

earea
Checkatrade
Member

o E
AME %
e

Get a FREE Quote

Janet Beard

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?
cloudlyss

Priority freephone

LEAR 0800 6121118

NODDW S

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOURLE GLAZING www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money Yff K

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Does your house suffer from any of these:
. PENETRATING DAMP? - CRACKED RENDER?
. POOR APPEARANCE? . SPOILED BRICKWORK?

PROBLEM SOLVED:

Desktop quotes & Small local showroom
Call, email or WhatsApp your details for a free quote

01902 498 953 07973 314 644

| Establlshed for over 30 years - All work guaranteed
Now booking our limited Winter Discount slots

43 Broad Street, Bilston. WV14 0BU
info@ecotexcontracts.co.uk
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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the June/July issue of the Darlaston &
Wednesbury Life magazine.

I know we’ve all had a belly full of politics, but | feel
compelled to say something on the matter.

Firstly, congratulations to all those who were suc-
cessful in the recent local elections, which, | must say,
seemed to be fought in the correct manner, with very
little mudslinging.

Whether you voted for Reform or for someone else,
you all have to accept that we now have a number of
new councillors that were democratically elected, so
they deserve to be given a chance to do the job they
now have.

XLi viend mwx0i} {m Arh gsvi gepw efsyx tsxlspim
rsmw} ritklfsyw erh a} xttirk xler fsexw gsqirk
across the Channel, but I'm sure they’ll cope admira-
bly.

Moving on...... | know a few people who are or have
wyfivih jysqg Tergviexg Gergiw {Irgl m ews ors{r
as the silent killer, so as | did last year, I'll be walking
one mile a day, every day through the month of June,
xs vewi gsri} jsv Tergviexg YO?

I’ll be in Greece for 7 of the days, but that won’t stop
me, so if you see me out and about in my purple
t-shirt, please say hello. If you would be kind enough
to make a donation, however small, I’d really appreci-
ate that. Here’s the link to my fundraising page.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/simon-archer-3

Finally, a quick shout out to all those organising events
through the summer. Some are run by volunteers, who
don’t get paid a penny! So, please try and support
them.

One of them, of course, is Wednesbury Carnival which
is so well organised and popular with visitors. | know
epsx sjxqi erh 1 fsvw ksiwrxs xli gerrmrk sj xkw
event, so please try and attend.

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, our
advertisers are vitally important to the continuation of
xlw geke~iri2 Tpiewi lezi e psso exxliw ehziviw erh
if you do purchase anything from them, PLEASE TELL
THEM YOU SAW THE ADVERT IN THE DARLASTON
& WEDNESBURY LIFE MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover Aug & Sept and will be out
on 6th Aug so if you want to be in it, please contact
me by 1st July.

Enjoy your read!

Simon
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Many more

offers in store CEEE=Z
FITTING FREE JOPENING

Zons: Free | TIMES

WEEK qQuoTATIiONS Mon-Sat: 9am - 6pm

0121926 3109

SAVINGS CLUB AVAILABLE ASK IN STORE FOR DETAILS
CARPETS | LAMINATE | VINYL | BED_S

" UPLIFT O
&

40A KING STREET, DARLASTON WST0 8DE

E: Darlastoncarpets@gmail.com W: www.darlastoncarpets.com

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Darlaston Boxing Gym'’s Fighting Fit

T} Wigsr Evgliv

When we last visit-
ed them, Darlaston
Boxing Gym had just
moved into a new
home.

Chief coach and founder,
Tony Marshall, moved the
club and all the equip-
ment to their new base in
Willenhall Road, Darlaston
(WS10 8JG).

The club was formed in
2015, when Tony was
approached by a couple
of friends to start a boxing
club at the Town Hall,

but they have been so
successful, they have had
to move twice.

Tony can’t do it all on his
own and he is assisted by
trainers, Keiron, Shane,
Ant, Matt, Harry and Liam,
as well as Niki, who looks
after the admin and Elaine who takes care of welfare.

As Tony says, olixw e viep xieq 1 fsvx erh kviexxs wi i
ws ger} tisti kizirk xlinv xeqi yt jsvxli wesw Li ep
ISz

The club has 45 registered boxers as well and 100
people who train at the club.

One of their promising young boxers is Jack Williams a
super-heavyweight, who is 7ft tall. Other hopefuls are
Jayden Thorneycroft, Harley Hornby and Louis Clarke.

Tony would like all of 1

them to turn profes-
sional in the coming
12-24 months.

8
e
"

It’s not all about the
boys, though. The
club has 10 female
boxers, with four
wxerhsyx Ak Ixivw?
National Cham-
pion Shyla-Mae
Silvester, Charlotte
Adams, Paige Ford,
Ciara Middleton and
Alivia Bennett, who
reached the National Finals.

As with any volunteer run club, like this, they’re always
keen to speak to any local businesses or residents who
Lsyih Fi {mrk xs wyttsvxxliq Arergiep}

To speak to Tony, email tonymarshall34@icloud.com

The club train Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at a
cost of £3 per night. If you want to join or have a look
round, there’s no need to book, just turn up between
5.30pm and 8.00pm Monday to Wednesday and ask
for Tony.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



ROWLEY V'EW ﬁ@RowlewiewNurserySchool
NURSERY SCHOOL

SPACES
AVAILABLE

September 2026
Funded 15 hours & 30 hours
2, 3 & 4 year olds

149 Dangerfield Lane,

WS10 7RU

. 0121 568 8168

"YOUR D A
CHOICE -- i

TO PAY!* 48 HOURS OF OUR VISIT

Splashing Out on a [ NO VAT | WE PROMISE A PRICE WITHIN

NEW Bathroom?

(Daytime and weekend visit are available)

DISABII.ITY SPEE!AI...

Are you having problems getting
in & out of your Bath. We will
remove the Bath & Fit an easy
access low level round, square
or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside.
Supply a new replacement shower,
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail

ALL FOR ONLY

Experienced, Qualified Tradesmen
Own and Run This Company
All work completed in 5 days!

£2550.00

39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV11 1TW

01902 861908

Showroom also at: Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drvie,

Kingswinford DY6 75H. 01384 287222
SHOWROOMS OPEN 8am-5pm Monday to Saturday

* For qualifying cases

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Clare 07853 603310
Monday 6pm
Tuesday 9am

St Luke’s Church
Oldbury Street
Wedneshury W10 0Q)

Lesley 07545 263348
Tuesday 9.15am, 10.45am,
Darlaston Conservative Club
Little Cross Street
Darlaston WS10 8ET
Tuesday 5.30pm & 7pm
Wednesday 9am & 10.30am
Friday 9am
Saturday 9am & 10.30am
All Saints Church
Walsall Road
Darlaston W5109LA

Matt 07516 940117
Tuesday 7pm
Wednesday 9am & 10.30am
The Living Hope Church
22 Witton Lane, Hill Top
Waest Bromwich B71 2AU

veal food, real support, real results

Parveen 07375 BB6065
Wednesday 5.30pm
St John's Church
Searborough Road, Pleck,
Walsall, WSs2 9TR

Heidi 07972
Wednesday

The Wesley

lenny 07751 259593
Thursday 2am, 10.30am,
5.30pm & 7pm
St Bart's Church Hall
Bottom Church Hill Little Hill
Wednesbury W510 9DF
Saturday 8.30am
West Bromwich Leisure Centre
Studio 2, Moor Street
West Bromwich B70 7AZ

Karlton 07594 142666
Thursday 5.30pm
St Chad’s Church Hall
Edisan Road
Walsall Ws2 THT
Saturday 9am
Junction 7
64 Newton Road
Birmingham B43 6BN

Crossword

7

8 9
]

10 1

12 13

14 15 18
17 12 19 20
21 2 23
r o N
25 20
=

27

Saturday Bam £ 9.30am

Spring Head
Wedneshury W510 9AD )

530778
5.30pm

Centre

ShrmingWord

Please see answers
on page 31

Across

1 Careless, offhand (6)

4 Stadium (5)

8 Excuse (5)

9 Ordinary, mediocre (7)

10 Resident of Birmingham (slang) (7)
11 Add (4)

12 Perch (3)

14 Heroic (4)

15 Cereal, porridge (4)

18 Belongs to him (3)

21 Finishes (4)

23 Disclose, reveal (7)

25 Gym shoe (7)

26 Vapour, exhaust (5)

27 Arrive, get there (5)

28 Aggravation, difficulty (6)

Down

1 Tetchy (6)

2 Ramp used in winter sport (3,
3 Unreasonable, unfair (idiom) (
4 Elderly (4)

5 Digital message (5)

6 Comfortable, relaxed (2,4)

7 Raises arm in friendly fashion (5)
13 Back and forth (2,3,3)

16 Victory (7)

17 Clown (6)

19 Frighten (5)

20 Not as big, smaller (6)

22 Play, production (5)

24 2.54cm (4)

4)
1,3,4)

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



M and S Construction Ltd
Driveways and patios

Block paving | Slabbing | Turfing | Resin Driveways | Concrete imprint

Fencing | Artificial grass | Brickwork | Tarmacing | Gravelling

BUILT TO LAST. DESIGNED TO IMPRESS.

Call Matt 07960 766729 | 07718 222216

lma Ine We have dry cloaned campels s
uplelsieny in over W0, 000 homes

Dry GCarpet Gleaning e

10 Segoy carpels or wel doy smell in your fiome”

Proud members ot

, ., /()
" + o
. YR % '8P Checkatrade

9 Where reputation matters
J1Splills a'spots - gone

offii ells & odours - remover bvi
ol nn cleans & lifts carpetpile - Illm new
-HIEE spol & staln remover with every ciean

m: Faliric Tllu Ilc lrtnl*
We are locally based with supor fast drying Karndean & Amtico
You can call us FREE on

800 180 4197 sooir tne

vaww zerodrytime.com Ory Capet. Upihokstery & ard Floor Ceerms

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Local Council Election Results

In one of the most astonishing elections for
years, The Reform Party swept to power,
winning 40 seats, to take control of Walsall
Council.

The Conservatives narrowly came second with 10
seats and the Walsall Community Independents Party
won 8. The only Labour Councillor to survive, was
Simran Cheema who retained her seat in Willenhall
(prev. Willenhall South). The Independents also won
just 1.

In Darlaston South, all three seats were taken by
Reform, with Peter Burton, David Bailey and Jenny
Nock now installed as the Ward Councillors. In Bent-

Peter Burton

ly & Darlaston
North, again,
Reform took all
three seats, with
Michael Barker,
Paul Lunn and
Ramtirth Singh,
installed as the
three Councillors
for this Ward.

In Sandwell, the
picture was pret-
ty similar, with
Reform coming
out on top with
41 seats, while
Labour held on
to 28. The Green
Party achieved

2 seats, with
one going to an
Independent.

Owen Nelson

In Wednesbury Ward, the Labour Party Councillors
lost all three seats, with Paul Snape, Owen Nelson
and Jeremy Handley taking their place.

The outcome in Friar Park & Stone Cross was exactly
the same, again with Labour losing three seats to
Nick Fawcett, Jack Sabharwal and Lisa Weaver of
Reform, who become the new Councillors.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



I\ GEORGE ROSE PARK
-\ COMMUNITY HUB

WOLVERHAMPTON STREET,
DARLASTON

OUR LOCAL POLICE OFFICER WILL BE

HOLDING POLICE SURGERIES AT THE HUB
ON THE FOLLOWING DATES

28TH MAY
25TH JUNE
30TH JuLY

ALL SURGERIES START AT 7:00 PM

COME ALONG WITH ANY ISSUES AND
QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE OR JUST TO
FIND OUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE ARF*

.,
I}

IIIIIIllll.l-..-.l-l-l.l..-.- nE E R
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The aspect ratio of this artwork is incorrect for the chosen size. This will result in the artwork
looking stretched or squashed. This artwork is out by 16% on Width. If you would like to run the
artwork anyway, please change the 'Aspect Ratio Tolerance' for this page to be larger than 16%.
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Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 01902505935

We work across OUR SERVICES
Wednesbury, Boiler Breakdowns
Darlston and all

surrounding areas.

» COMPETITIVE RATES <«

v/ Fast Response
v All Work Guaranteed
v Flexible Appointment Times

Boiler Servicing
Boiler Installations
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers
»12Month <« [ » OAP W) 1-2Hour «

Discount
Guarantee Available upon [l Emergency

GAS .
on labour! request at time Response safe
of booking time! REGISTER

Excludes blockages Subject to Eligibility 650921

Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

SN NN NN

GAROLL 10,000

Reviews

Upgrade to a sleek electric
garage door and unlock
25% more space.

FREE 5-year warranty
Fitted by a local Garolla engineer

Manufactured in the UK

Secured by Design BOOK A FREE SURVEY TODAY *Trustpilot
() NIYNIoN iNaY e
, , GAROLLA.CO.UK Rated “Excellent”
HicialBelice Securitvlluitiative *Terms & conditions apply, see website for details.

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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The Darlaston Day Nursery

Book Your Child's Place
For September NOW'!

to Walsall Childcare is a small family run childcare chain in the West Midlands,
where research, science and love creates inspiring spaces and resources. The
nurseries are situated in Darlaston and Aldridge. Each nursery has their own
unique charm, resources and exceptional spaces.

.........................................................................................................

DARLASTON : ¢ ROOTSTOGROWTH :: WEACCEPT FUNDED
: AND ALDRIDGE - CURRICULUM : ¢ CHILDCARE :
@ Each nursery has their i 1 At Walsall Childcare we follow : : Eligible children can access @
: own unique charm, ' ' ourown curriculum called ! the funded entitlement
resources and exceptional ! i  Roots to Growth. Findout : : from the term after they
spaces. i 1 more by visiting our website. } turn nine months.

Limited Spaces Available

Book a Tour Today...

DARLASTON ALDRIDGE
7:30am - 6:30pm Monday - Friday 7:30am - 6:30pm Monday - Friday

Bilston Street, Darlaston, Print House, Northgate,
Walsall, WS10 8EY Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 8TH

T: 0121 43¢ 28320 7. 01922 455 060




FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS
01902 581 522

Kings House St Johns Square, Wolverhampton WV2 4DT

www.fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk
info@fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

Google
e

FIVE STAR
CLSTOMER RATING

& BUILDING

We have a reliable, honest and highly skilled team of roofers,
which enables us to offer you one of the most professional and
cost-effective services throughout the West Midlands.

We also offer; v Building Work v Damp Proofing
v Paving & Drives v Landscaping
We also specialist in all kinds of home improvements

* 14 day cooling off period ¢ Free estimates ¢ No deposits
¢ £5 million liability insurance e All work guaranteed

Construction

2 2! & Engineering
5 N A B NG”(_)”FII Association  Reofing & Building Contractor
of Building Confractors  of the Year 2021 - Wolverhampton

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert. 17
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Wedge Group Galvanizing Ltd, Willenhall -
Supporting Menopause in the Workplace

Menopause training for leaders is gaining
traction across Willenhall and the Black
Country.

As a people-focused organisation, Wedge Group
Galvanizing Ltd (WGG) is committed to sup-
porting the wellbeing of its employees at every
stage of life. The founder of Beet Consultancy,
Oiw} Xsrow) Awix gsrrigrih {xl [KK exe
Menopause Café in October 2025, following the
Managing Director’s research into local external
menopause support available for employees.

A survey by the Chartered Institute of Personnel
and Development (CIPD) found that around 59%
of women experiencing menopause reported a
negative impact on their work. WGG recognises
that Menopause is an essential component of
workplace inclusivity, engagement and produc-
tivity.

Wsthni Lefksshl Kvsyt LV S3giw hiklpkIxih)
“We don’t just have a legal obligation but a moral

obligation to ensure our employees feel safe and
supported.”

As a result, both the HR and leadership teams
have embraced training to better understand the
symptoms experienced by menopausal employ-
ees and how to navigate related conversations,
fostering a culture of empathy and awareness.

By equipping leaders at WGG with the knowl-
ihki erh gsrAhirgi xs rezikexi girsteywilvi-
lated conversations, the organisation aims to
increase morale and productivity while strength-
ening psychological safety.

[ Ini x1i xwerrk gevow er iqtswerx Awx waitl
it has also created opportunities to develop a
menopause action plan and provide practical
resources to support employees. This approach
empowers leaders to create a supportive work-
place where all employees can thrive, regardless
of life stage.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Y@HPP

Old Hall Peoples Partnership

Making a difference to the
people of Walsall.

How can we
help you? ©

Charity Number: 1099939

PASS IT ON

PURNITLRESTORE

() 1G) @0oHPP3 @PassItOnOHPP

b Vit Court The little charity with a big heart,

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Get your brand seen,

Email mandy@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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Editor’s Travels:

Magical Madeira

There were a few
reasons why we’d not
visited Madeira before.
In what now seems

like another lifetime,

| used to work as a
travel agent and | recall
someone telling me it
had no beaches, so not
ideal for a sun holiday.

Then, more recently, a friend
joked that it was like ‘God’s
waiting room’, so to be honest
the place hadn’t been sold to
me very well.

However, halfway through our visit in
April, we found ourselves talking about
wanting to live there when we retire,
which just goes to show that you really
should try things out for yourself.

There was one more off-putting issue,
which was that the airport landing can

Our hotel, the Tui Madeira
Gardens was in quite a hilly
part of the resort - actually,
that’s an understatement.

We needed oxygen to get up
the hill to one of the nearby
restaurants, which was
another reason for using taxis.

Funchal, like many European
cities, has an ‘old town’

where narrow cobbled streets
house restaurants with local
cuisine as well as the other

old favourites;
Italian, Indian,
Thai etc. As
keen foodies,
we lapped this

be a little bit challenging for pilots if up, trying as
the wind is in the wrong direction - in many as we
fact the week before we arrived, a number of flights could during
were cancelled. Although, we were ok and touched our 7-night
down without any problems after a three-and-a- stay.
half-hour flight. One of the

streets has a
lot of painted
doors, which
are lovely.
Although be careful, while
you’re admiring them,
you can easily bump into
others doing the same.

On the third day we had
booked a food walking
tour, which was a bit of an
usual one as it was self-
guided, but that was fine
as it meant we could go
at our own pace. And boy
did we need to as there
was so much food to get

You know a holiday’s going to be
good when you arrive at your hotel at
11am to be told your room is ready

- normally it’s around 2pm or 3pm
before they let you in, so we were over
the moon.

It got better. We found we were on
the top floor with a huge L-shaped
balcony looking out to the sea on one
side and the city of Funchal on the
other.

Although we were a bit of a way from
the centre of the resort, we found taxis
(Bolt and Uber) to be really cheap, so
we used them several times.



through, we had to have a couple of breaks. We
started with tapas (yes, | know it’s not Portuguese,
but it was just as good as any Spanish offering),
which was served with the local drink, Poncha

- a mix of fruit juice, rum and honey. Then came
artisan chocolates with Madeira wine (of course!),
followed by Bolo do Caco (local bread), which is
better than its sounds, then cake and biscuits,
cheese and port and finally, the local speciality,
pastel de nata (not dissimilar to a custard tart) and
very strong coffee.

In the morning, before the food tour, we had
decided to go on the cable cars, which were
amazing and a must-do on this holiday. Not
expensive and great views as the city passes
beneath your feet. We added the extra bit that
takes you to the Botanical Gardens, but we didn’t
do it justice as we needed to get back for the food
tour. I'd recommend allowing a good half a day to
cover these things properly.

We also missed out on coming back down in the
baskets, which looked quite scary, but good fun.
Next time maybe...

Continuing the food theme, we had to sample a
few other local delicacies, including Scabbard Fish
(nicer than it sounds). However, word to the wise.
The restaurant where we had this dish only took
cash, but neglected to mention that until the end
of the meal.
Luckily, we had
a debit card
and were able
to go to the
ATM, but some
people don’t
carry one.
Worth asking
before you sit
down.

We hadn’t
planned to

do a boat

trip due to a
near mishap
in Croatia, last year, but we bumped into British
guy selling tickets for a trip spotting whales and
dolphins. Well, | don’t know about you, but it’s not
every day that you get chance to do this, so we
took the plunge. Pardon the pun.

We weren’t disappointed either, with two families of
dolphins coming right next to our boat, along with
two sperm whales, which were huge. At €30 each,
this was worth every cent, although | guess we
were lucky, as not every trip would get the same
outcome.

We thought about hiring a car, to tour the island
as we were told that some of the scenery is

breathtaking and I’m sure they are right, but we
only wanted a car for one day, which proved more
difficult than you might think, so that may have to
wait til next time as well.

The climate in Madeira is fairly good throughout the
year. We met a few people who visit several times

a year - even at Christmas, which apparently is the
best time to
come as they
light up the city
for the festive
season.

When we

were there, it
hovered around
23/24 degrees
and was mostly
sunny with an
odd spot of rain
on our last day.
It can be a bit
windy, which
we discovered
at 3am the one morning, when our balcony
furniture almost took off, but apart from that, it was
fine.

| don’t think I've been to many places that are so
dominated by one man - Naples and Maradona
might be the exception. You know who I'm talking
about. Yes, Mr Cristiano Ronaldo, which was born
and brought up on the island. The airport is named
after him. He has a statue, a museum and every
gift shop sells his merchandise.

Who can blame them for cashing in, although the
place manages quite well on it’s own.

The people, the food, the climate, the range of
activities and excursions are all a big draw.

We’ve already looked at booking again for next
year. That tells you all you need to know.

®




‘?Buttercups & Daistes

Flowers for life’s
important moments

16 Market Place, Willenhall,
West Mids WV13 2AA

Open: Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 9-4.30,
Thursday 9-3
Saturday 9-1
Tel: 01902 632920
www.buttercupsanddaisies.co.uk

Walsall Council Walsall Community Libraries

Lego Club

10.00am
Ask staff a_t the counter e
for upcoming dates Darlasfon
Community
Library
For further details contact: - Lfegotdzv is :
Darlaston Community Library istegireay.g
1 King Street gxety monfh
Darlaston Ages 7-11
WS10 8DE Under 8s must
Tel: 01922 654777 he0cconoanied

Email: darlastonlibrary@walsall.gov.uk by an adult

DENTURE
) | PROBLEMS?

ARE HERE TO HELP!

Clinkeal Dental Tech with 15+ yeurs experience + background in
beaiity. 1 work chosely with cherts to ghee back what tine takies sy
wihon netursd torth ano jost.

WE ALSO SPECIALISE IM

o R e
» Re- Lines 55 S

» Additions

» Chrome Frameworks

» High Impact Dentures
= Acsthetic Dentures
» Replacemaent Orthodontic
‘ + Retsiners
I = Sporis Mouthguands
- w}m‘ ing Tranys

Free

Walsall Community Libraries

R~ Ry . "

Rhyme Time

Come and join us for Stories and Sihging

e

Wednesdays and Fridays
(Term Time Only) % OJ';’SI:‘ i
10.00am-10.45am sing along!

For further details contact:
Darlaston Community Library
1 King Street

Darlaston

Ages:
WS10 8DE g

Tel: 01922 654777 Pre-school

Email: darlastonlibrary@walsall.gov.uk

Ask a member of staff
or contact Darlaston
Community Library
for more information
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Rotary Club of Wednesbury

Rotary {54

As our Rotary Year comes to its end,
President Peter Hughes has been
tpiewih xs geoi wsqi wikriAgerx hsre-
tions from our Charity Fund.

Our two local Foodbanks — Breaking Bread in
Wednesbury and Open Heaven Kitchen in Friar
Park have each been given £1000 towards the
costs of continuing the much-needed support
in our community that they provide, in such a
dedicated manner.

Also, ten of our town Junior Schools have ac-
cepted our invitation for them to receive a visit

Park, with them then being part of the Arena pro-
gramme - timings to be announced on day.

To reserve Stall spaces, or to request information
on Carnival, please contact Heather Nightingale
on 07879 407754.

For anyone wishing to volunteer to help the Club
in any way, or is interested in joining Rotary,
please contact Kate Evans: rotaryclubwednes-
bury@gmail.com

Our thanks again to the support we enjoy from
Riverside Housing, Trade Centre UK, and from
Editor, Simon Archer, who continues to include
our Reports in the excellent Darlaston & Wednes-
bury Life Magazine.

Mike Warner
Rotary Club of Wednesbury

from The Animal Man, which is a full day for each
school on Natural History Lectures, accompanied
with live animals. (Although two schools did ask
for “No Snakes” we hope that whatever animals
are taken will ensure all the children involved will
have a day of learning to rememberll).

We are pleased to have added another Member
to our ranks with the recent joining of Deborah
Hyde, a Senior Engineer with the Highways De-
partment at Sandwell Council. We are sure that
the Club will be strengthened by the enthusiasm
and experience Deborah, a lifelong Wednesbury
resident, will bring to our projects.

We are now well advanced in our preparations
for Wednesbury Carnival which will be held on
Saturday 11th July 2026, in Brunswick Park,
Admission Free.

Having taken on board some of the suggestions
as to the format of Carnival, we are pleased,
this year to be adding Fancy Dress Competi-
tions — one for Juniors up to age 15, and one for
Seniors, 16 and over.

Enrolment for both Competitions will be from 12
noon on Carnival Day at Rotary Control in the

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



oo SATURDAY |
1 1174 JULY | BRUNswick PARK, | (@), STARTING AT

wepnesury | = 11:30am

28 ADMISSION!
EVERYONE WELCOME!

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION PACKED WITH ENTERTAINMEMNT,
CREATIVITY, AND EXCITEMENT.

DON'T MISS OUT ~ IT'S GOING TO BE AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY!

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Antiqgues World

with BBC Bargain Hunt’s Charles Hanson

®

I A o
¥4 Charles Hanson and his team will be carrying out a number
of free valuations in the West Midlands in upcoming months [ /]

With the price of silver near its all-

time high now is the time to seek out
overlooked teapots and spoons, writes
Charles Hanson

It’s not often a “newsflash” comes along in

the stately world of antiques. But these are
unprecedented times — so much so | felt the need
to comment.

In alImost 30 years in the business, | have rarely
seen anything like it.

| am referring to the booming price of silver. Today
| am selling silver teapots for £1,000 that were
selling for £200 just six months ago.

Teaspoons that would hardly trouble a valuer a year
ago are selling for hundreds.

From antique shops in Birmingham to silver bullion
traders there is only one topic of conversation —
what the heck is happening to silver?

Why? Well President Trump’s late-night tweets aren’t
helping. When global politics look insecure, precious
metals act as a hedge against financial instability.

Which is great news if you have any old bits tucked
away. In the auction world we divide silverware
into three categories: flatware (made up of utensils
like forks and spoons); hollowware — functional
domestic items like trays, candlesticks or teapots,
and smallwork — items which can fit in a pocket,
like a snuffbox or nutmeg grater.

A bit of science. Sterling silver is the standard for
high-quality silver objects.

It is a durable alloy made up of 92.5 percent pure
silver and 7.5 percent other metals, typically copper.

So, if you have any silver, ranging from Victorian
cutlery to Georgian tea services tucked

away, look for the hallmark ‘925’, or the sterling
hallmark of a ‘lion passant’ a striding lion with
raised paw.

My team and | carry out a number of free valuation
sessions in the West Midlands. Think of them as a
mini Antiques Roadshow — without the queues.

| will be at the New Vic Theatre, Etruria Road,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire on May 28
from 10.30am-12.30pm

If you can’t make that session, we will also be

at the Bowling Green Inn, Friary Road, Lichfield,
Staffordshire on May 29 from 11am-1pm and at
the same location at the same time on June 26.
For people closer to Birmingham the team will also
be at Moor Hall Hotel, Moor Hall Drive, Four Oaks,
Birmingham on May 29 and June 26 from 2pm-
4pm. It would be great to see you and, who knows,
you might just be sitting on an auction windfall.

A collection of silver including teaspoons, a mustard
pot and a Birmingham silver match book had been

expected to make ££150-£250 at this month’s
antiques and collectors’ auction but sold for £580.

‘ ‘ charles-hanson-may26-vl.indd 1 @ 08/05/2026 16:21:43 ‘ ‘
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JENNIFER ASHE & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors

Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages

Direct Cremation Package
Simple Cremation Package
Traditional Cremation Package
Premium Cremation Package

Horse-Drawn Cremation Package £4,995

Willenhall (Head Office)
Oxley Branch
Brownhills Branch
Hednesford Branch

b S L]
‘_'T* -'d_-__'-.
4 g 19
- :
L
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£1,395 Direct Burial Package

£3,295 Simple Burial Package
£3,895 Traditional Burial Package
£4,895 Premium Burial Package
Horse-Drawn Burial Package

19-21 New Road, Willenhall West Midlands, WV13 2BG
1-2 Three Tuns Parade, Stafford Road, Oxley, WV10 6BF
78 High Street, Brownhills, West Midlands WS8 6EW
36 Market Street, Hednesford, Staffordshire WS12 1AF

www.jafunerals.co.uk

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.

Burial Packages

£1,495
£1,995
£2,495
£3,295
£3,495

01902 937572
01902 271748
01543 378022
01543 406315

Interflor:
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EarwaxDoc Ltd

ENDOSCOPIC EARWAX MICROSUCTION

Safe & effective earwax removal using latest
endoscopic technology. Guaranteed same day service.

At our clinic or in your own home

01902 918843 | = earwaxdoc@gmail.com

07897 832997 |  www.earwaxdoc.co.uk
35 Snow Hill, Wolverhampton, WV2 4AG

R&G

qatellite Serviceg
Aerial And Satellite

www.randgsatelliteservices.com

The aspect ratio of this artwork is incorrect for
the chosen size. This will result in the artwork
looking stretched or squashed. This artwork is
out by 15% on Width. If you would like to run
the artwork anyway, please change the 'Aspect
Ratio Tolerance' for this page to be larger than
15%.

Satellite
Digital Aerials

Multi-Room
Alarms * CCTV

All types of work underfaken

Please call Gary on

0121 330 1967

Property Maintenance and Refurbishment

The work we can do ranges from small

minor jobs to bigger projects, inside or out

07368 633359
will@inoutservices.co.uk

Advertise your domestic service
in this section from just £45

For more information email:
simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
or call 07534 603662

Darlaston &
Wednesbury Life

’ =
LIS e |
A—— b e
Bang in Darfaston/Wednesbury u WEn HESF I Em
7 @l \YV,VA_ winoow
n r Het;,' inout services A CLEANING &
Inoutservices.co.uk PnEss“ﬂE WASI'“"G

LT I#b‘“!"l‘l:ﬂ 8 et o peedn, e ':Il'l]
Driveway,
Rouf cleaning
Patio,

FREE QUOTE AVAILABLE

07752 345609

wwc.service@yahoo.com

Gutter cleaning.
Conservatory,
and mare

utlterGo

Compiels guiring sendce

= Guttering cleaned = Repairs & full replacemants
» Fiiacias and soffits washed down
= Dry warge fitted . » Roof repairs

CONTACT US FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
© (07887 705012/ 0121601 1548
O karl@guttergo.servic

nextdoor Find

-

o e

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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. he clues are all worde used in the sports below.

....=. atch the sport to the clue and fill in the crossword.
Across Down
'....=.. 2 Slam-dunk (10)

| Home run ()
8 Wicket (7) 2 Shuttlecock (4]
4 Offside (8] 5 Daojo (4]

& Birdie (4] 6 Somersault (10
7 Poste (8) 7 Marathon (7)
9 Dauce (6] g Off-piste (6]
Il Butterfly (8] 10 Try (5]

A-Maze-iNg MaiSiel

Help Maisie navigate the course and collect
her finishers’ medal.
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¢ DARLASTON )

\_ ALL ACTIVE /

> COMMUNITY =
CHAT & CREATE

Come together Have a chat. ONLY
Share ideas. Create community. £2 50

PER SESSION

- EVERYTHURSDAY\ mm 1sz]

\ Friendly ' (@@ Build ’-@ Share I \ Create (s BINGO

Cnnversatlons / Connections © '\ Ideas : I'\.' / Together: \EEED/ Fun!

E veryone wefmnw" z
LET'S CHAT, CREM’E AND MAKE OUR COMMUNITY STRONGER. @

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com




T [El35:[=] ¢ NEW ROOFS
a4 |ROOF l.-_' N E ROOF REPAIRS

e e : S 1) : * FLAT ROOFS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED DRY RIDERS

FULLY INSURED
FREE QUOTATIONS & ADVICE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:

www.rlroofline.co.uk

VERGE SYSTEMS
RUBBER ROOFS
CHIMNEY REPAIRS
REPOINTING

JET WASHING

Proud meml been o

R . C gt T g T . 2
SATISFACTION -100% GUARANTEED gl St

07308 514279 -
01902 275554 OG22 ¢

rirooflinelandscaping@gmail.com

. £ yBuilder 7\
www.rlroofline.co.uk <bark rsader A Yell.

Crossword Answers

From page 10

MIOIN[D|[A[Y G|U|IT|T|E|R

A A N H N I o

GINIU GIRIAIDIUTA L P The next issue of the

N G E N S E 1] Darlaston &

ElxIHIAILIEID NMRECY Wednesbury Life

L) T Y A T is out on

PIlY|LIOINJEG|L|O|B|E 6th August

H U S E S Booking deadline

Alulp|[i [T P|E|la|Cc|O]|C|K 1st July

R | L O G OIE If you want to get your
message out to approx.

A SINJO|OIK|ER MIAIT 30,000 local people, email

S C 0 E E E . C simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com

SIPIlO|OIKI|Y SlEIAIRICIH or call Simon on 07534 603662
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MANUFACTURERS &

ASHMORE GLASS ‘ INSTALLERS OF

& MIRRORS LTD UPVC & ALUMINIUM
Nz

' sllsods3id ON

yok 7 - LS
LT = —

m All Window Styles 9
m French Doors l
m Composite Doors |

m Stable Doors

B Aluminium Bi-Fold Doors

B Flush Fit Frames

B Fascia, Soffits & Guttering 01902 488 334

m All Window Repairs

m Welded/Mechanical 01922 400 029
nemm

FIND US AT e
Unit 9,10,17,18 19, 29 & 30, Essington Industrial Estate, ] [PeniEe O
Bognop Rd, Essington, Wolvernampton WV11 2BA W

olves

— Foundation
J—?'ﬂ CREHAL S=resniine

T CEmBOLUTHNES: Sy THE CLUB’S OFFICIAL CHARITY

fy

CHAS

WWW.ASHMOREGLASS.CO.UK




