
Score like a winning team with 
motivated buyers and your local, 
family-run estate agents working 
together to secure the best price 
for your home.

“Nathan is ready 

for the World 

Cup, are you?”

“Amazing company, helped me through my 
house purchase, nothing was too much 

trouble. Highly recommended”

S.R, 5* Google Review April 2026

Please visit 
belvoir.co.uk/valuation  
Call: 0121 506 7676

Why not come  
in and see us?

Belvoir, 4 Woden House,  
Market Pl, Wednesbury WS10 7AG
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Promoting Darlaston & Wednesbury in a positive light

Keep this magazine until the August / September issue arrives!

Find us on

June / July 2026

Online version available at www.westmidslife.com 
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With a wide range of courses 

or interest.

            De� ning futures

Aseela Wahidi completed the Skills for 
Success course at City of Wolverhampton 
College. She began with the Skill Up 
introductory short course at Central 
Library, which helped her rebuild 

after time away from education. She 
then progressed onto the Shaping Success 
programme at the CLQ campus and is now 
taking her next step onto English Functional Skills. 

as shopping on a budget and comparing prices. It’s helped me feel 
more capable and independent. This course has also helped me 
a lot with my future goals. It has prepared me for my Functional 
Skills course and made me feel ready to move forward.” 

anyone who wants to work. You learn lots of useful employment 

It’s never too late 
to learn!
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
through the last þnancial crisis 
in 2008 due to the savings that 
can be made in using our service. 
Unfortunately we might be going 
through something similar again 
soon and the public can rest 
assured that we will be there to 
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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  Does your house su er from any of these: 
 PENETRATING DAMP?  CRACKED RENDER? 
 POOR APPEARANCE?  SPOILED BRICKWORK? 

PROBLEM SOLVED: 

 

 

 

 
 

Desktop quotes & Small local showroom 

Call, email or WhatsApp your details for a free quote 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Established for over 30 years - All work guaranteed 

Now booking our limited Winter Discount slots 

43 Broad Street, Bilston. WV14 0BU 
info@ecotexcontracts.co.uk 

01902 498 953 - 07973 314 644 
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Dear Reader, 
Welcome to the June/July issue of the Darlaston & 
Wednesbury Life magazine.

I know we’ve all had a belly full of politics, but I feel 
compelled to say something on the matter.

Firstly, congratulations to all those who were suc-
cessful in the recent local elections, which, I must say, 
seemed to be fought in the correct manner, with very 
little mudslinging.

Whether you voted for Reform or for someone else, 
you all have to accept that we now have a number of 
new councillors that were democratically elected, so 
they deserve to be given a chance to do the job they 
now have.

Xli viepmx} mw xli} {mpp Ărh qsvi geppw efsyx tsxlspiw0 
rsmw} rimklfsyvw erh ă} xmttmrk xler fsexw gsqmrk 
across the Channel, but I’m sure they’ll cope admira-
bly.

Moving on…… I know a few people who are or have 
wyʆivih jvsq Tergviexmg Gergiv0 {lmgl mw epws ors{r 
as the silent killer, so as I did last year, I’ll be walking 
one mile a day, every day through the month of June, 
xs vemwi qsri} jsv Tergviexmg YO2

I’ll be in Greece for 7 of the days, but that won’t stop 
me, so if you see me out and about in my purple 
t-shirt, please say hello.  If you would be kind enough 
to make a donation, however small, I’d really appreci-
ate that. Here’s the link to my fundraising page.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/simon-archer-3

Finally, a quick shout out to all those organising events 
through the summer.  Some are run by volunteers, who 
don’t get paid a penny!  So, please try and support 
them.

One of them, of course, is Wednesbury Carnival which 
is so well organised and popular with visitors.  I know 
e psx sj xmqi erh iʆsvx ksiw mrxs xli tperrmrk sj xlmw 
event, so please try and attend.

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, our 
advertisers are vitally important to the continuation of 
xlmw qeke~mri2  Tpiewi lezi e psso ex xlimv ehzivxw erh 
if you do purchase anything from them, PLEASE TELL 
THEM YOU SAW THE ADVERT IN THE DARLASTON 
& WEDNESBURY LIFE MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover Aug & Sept and will be out 
on 6th Aug so if you want to be in it, please contact 
me by 1st July. 

Enjoy your read!  

Simon

Part of West Midlands Magazines Ltd
Company No. 10452329
Vikmwxivih sʇgi? [iwx Qmhperhw Lsywi0 Kmtw} 
Lane, Willenhall, WV13 2HA

PUBLISHER/EDITOR
Simon Archer
Tel. 07534 603662

EMAIL 
simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
 
WEBSITE
www.westmidslife.com

LETTERS/NOSTALGIA
Wirh xs?
Willenhall Life
16 Holberg Grove
[ihriwĂiph0 [Z55 7PI

Magazine design by
Nicola Burgess
hello@nicolaburgess.com

Tvmrxih f}
Buxton Press Limited
Tepegi Vseh0
Buxton,
Hivf}wlmvi0 WO5; :EI

Xli Tyfpmwliv gerrsx eggitx psww0 heqeki sv 
omission caused by error in the printing of an advert or 
editorial. Adverts are accepted on the understanding 
that descriptions of goods and services are fair 
and accurate. Willenhall Life does not endorse any 
advertising material included in the publication. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
any retrieval system or transmitted in any form without 
xli tvmsv gsrwirx sj xli Tyfpmwliv2



Darlaston Carpets
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When we last visit-
ed them, Darlaston 
Boxing Gym had just 
moved into a new 
home.

Chief coach and founder, 
Tony Marshall, moved the 
club and all the equip-
ment to their new base in 
Willenhall Road, Darlaston 
(WS10 8JG). 

The club was formed in 
2015, when Tony was 
approached by a couple 
of friends to start a boxing 
club at the Town Hall, 
but they have been so 
successful, they have had 
to move twice.

Tony can’t do it all on his 
own and he is assisted by 
trainers, Keiron, Shane, 
Ant, Matt, Harry and Liam, 
as well as Niki, who looks 
after the admin and Elaine who takes care of welfare.

As Tony says, öMxùw e viep xieq iʆsvx erh kviex xs wii 
ws qer} tistpi kmzmrk xlimv xmqi yt jsv xli wtsvx {i epp 
pszi2÷

The club has 45 registered boxers as well and 100 
people who train at the club.

One of their promising young boxers is Jack Williams a 
super-heavyweight, who is 7ft tall. Other hopefuls are 
Jayden Thorneycroft, Harley Hornby and Louis Clarke.  

Tony would like all of 
them to turn profes-
sional in the coming 
12-24 months.

It’s not all about the 
boys, though.  The 
club has 10 female 
boxers, with four 
wxerhsyx Ăklxivw? 
National Cham-
pion Shyla-Mae 
Silvester, Charlotte 
Adams, Paige Ford, 
Ciara Middleton and 
Alivia Bennett, who 
reached the National Finals.

As with any volunteer run club, like this, they’re always 
keen to speak to any local businesses or residents who 
{syph fi {mppmrk xs wyttsvx xliq Ărergmepp}2  

To speak to Tony, email tonymarshall34@icloud.com 

The club train Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at a 
cost of £3 per night.  If you want to join or have a look 
round, there’s no need to book, just turn up between 
5.30pm and 8.00pm Monday to Wednesday and ask 
for Tony.

Darlaston Boxing Gym’s Fighting Fit
f} Wmqsr Evgliv
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Are you having problems getting 
in & out of your Bath. We will 

remove the Bath & Fit an easy 
access low level round, square 

or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower, 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2550.00 
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Crossword Please see answers
on page 31
Across
1 Careless, offhand (6)
4 Stadium (5)
8 Excuse (5)
9 Ordinary, mediocre (7)
10 Resident of Birmingham (slang) (7)
11 Add (4)
12 Perch (3)
14 Heroic (4)
15 Cereal, porridge (4)
18 Belongs to him (3)
21 Finishes (4)
23 Disclose, reveal (7)
25 Gym shoe (7)
26 Vapour, exhaust (5)
27 Arrive, get there (5)
28 Aggravation, difficulty (6)

Down
1 Tetchy (6)
2 Ramp used in winter sport (3,4)
3 Unreasonable, unfair (idiom) (1,3,4)
4 Elderly (4)
5 Digital message (5)
6 Comfortable, relaxed (2,4)
7 Raises arm in friendly fashion (5)
13 Back and forth (2,3,3)
16 Victory (7)
17 Clown (6)
19 Frighten (5)
20 Not as big, smaller (6)
22 Play, production (5)
24 2.54cm (4)
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Call Matt 07960 766729 | 07718 222216

M and S Construction Ltd
Driveways and patios

Block paving   |   Slabbing   |   Turfing   |   Resin Driveways   |   Concrete imprint 

Fencing   |   Artificial grass   |   Brickwork   |   Tarmacing   |   Gravelling

BUILT TO LAST .  DESIGNED TO IMPRESS .
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In one of the most astonishing elections for 
years, The Reform Party swept to power, 
winning 40 seats, to take control of Walsall 
Council.

The Conservatives narrowly came second with 10 
seats and the Walsall Community Independents Party 
won 8. The only Labour Councillor to survive, was 
Simran Cheema who retained her seat in Willenhall 
(prev. Willenhall South).  The Independents also won 
just 1.

In Darlaston South, all three seats were taken by 
Reform, with Peter Burton, David Bailey and Jenny 
Nock now installed as the Ward Councillors.  In Bent-

ly & Darlaston 
North, again, 
Reform took all 
three seats, with 
Michael Barker, 
Paul Lunn and 
Ramtirth Singh, 
installed as the 
three Councillors 
for this Ward.

In Sandwell, the 
picture was pret-
ty similar, with 
Reform coming 
out on top with 
41 seats, while 
Labour held on 
to 28.  The Green 
Party achieved 
2 seats, with 
one going to an 
Independent.

In Wednesbury Ward, the Labour Party Councillors 
lost all three seats, with Paul Snape, Owen Nelson 
and Jeremy Handley taking their place.

The outcome in Friar Park & Stone Cross was exactly 
the same, again with Labour losing three seats to 
Nick Fawcett, Jack Sabharwal and Lisa Weaver of 
Reform, who become the new Councillors.

Local Council Election Results

Peter Burton

Owen Nelson
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The aspect ratio of this artwork is incorrect for the chosen size. This will result in the artwork
looking stretched or squashed. This artwork is out by 16% on Width. If you would like to run the
artwork anyway, please change the 'Aspect Ratio Tolerance' for this page to be larger than 16%.
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Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

OAP 
Discount

1-2 Hour

650921

12 Month 

Excludes blockages

Available upon
request at time

of booking

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee 
on labour!

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response
All Work Guaranteed
Flexible Appointment Times

We work across  
Wednesbury,
Darlston and all
surrounding areas.

OUR SERVICES
Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

01902 505 935

Subject to Eligibility

Boiler Installations

rspace, 

Secured by Design 

-«€>»-
Official PoliceSecuritylnitiali¥e 

BOOK A FREE SURVEY TODAY 

שףףầןרפầנמשןמ
GAROLLA.CO.UK 

·Terms & conditions apply, see website for details.

*Trustpilot

l'll'll'll'l
Rated "Excellent" 
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Book Your Child's Place 
For September NOW!

The Darlaston Day Nursery

Walsall Childcare is a small family run childcare chain in the West Midlands, 
where research, science and love creates inspiring spaces and resources. The 
nurseries are situated in Darlaston and Aldridge. Each nursery has their own 

unique charm, resources and exceptional spaces. 

Limited Spaces Available
Book a Tour Today...

DARLASTON 
AND ALDRIDGE

Each nursery has their 
own unique charm, 

resources and exceptional 
spaces.

ROOTS TO GROWTH 
CURRICULUM 

At Walsall Childcare we follow 
our own curriculum called 
Roots to Growth. Find out 

more by visiting our website.

WE ACCEPT FUNDED 
CHILDCARE 

Eligible children can access 
the funded entitlement 
from the term after they 

turn nine months.

ALDRIDGE 
7:30am – 6:30pm Monday – Friday

Print House, Northgate,
 Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 8TH 

T: 01922 455 060

DARLASTON 
7:30am – 6:30pm Monday – Friday

Bilston Street, Darlaston, 
Walsall, WS10 8EY 

T: 0121 439 2830

I know, I hate it when they do that.

You've done a great job as always.

Couple of things....................

Can you take out 'of Walsall' which appears twice.  
Aldridge and Darlaston is � ne.

Also, although they do own two, this is going in the 
Darlaston & Wednesbury Life magazine, so we need to 

push the Darlaston branch.

In the block at the top, could you somehow add

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com16
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Menopause training for leaders is gaining 
traction across Willenhall and the Black 
Country.  

As a people-focused organisation, Wedge Group 
Galvanizing Ltd (WGG) is committed to sup-
porting the wellbeing of its employees at every 
stage of life. The founder of Beet Consultancy, 
Oivv} Xsrow0 Ăvwx gsrrigxih {mxl [KK ex e 
Menopause Café in October 2025, following the 
Managing Director’s research into local external 
menopause support available for employees. 

A survey by the Chartered Institute of Personnel 
and Development (CIPD) found that around 59% 
of women experiencing menopause reported a 
negative impact on their work. WGG recognises 
that Menopause is an essential component of 
workplace inclusivity, engagement and produc-
tivity. 

Wstlmi Lefkssh0 Kvsyt LV Sʇgiv0 lmklpmklxih0 
“We don’t just have a legal obligation but a moral 

obligation to ensure our employees feel safe and 
supported.” 

As a result, both the HR and leadership teams 
have embraced training to better understand the 
symptoms experienced by menopausal employ-
ees and how to navigate related conversations, 
fostering a culture of empathy and awareness.

By equipping leaders at WGG with the knowl-
ihki erh gsrĂhirgi xs rezmkexi qirsteywi1vi-
lated conversations, the organisation aims to 
increase morale and productivity while strength-
ening psychological safety. 

[lmpi xli xvemrmrk qevow er mqtsvxerx Ăvwx wxit0 
it has also created opportunities to develop a 
menopause action plan and provide practical 
resources to support employees. This approach 
empowers leaders to create a supportive work-
place where all employees can thrive, regardless 
of life stage.

Wedge Group Galvanizing Ltd, Willenhall - 
Supporting Menopause in the Workplace 
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Get your brand seen, build awareness 
and attract more customers.

Call Mandy on 07375 052565
Email mandy@westmidlandsmagazines.com

Reach 
THOUSANDS

in our network of
72,000 printed 
magazines, distributed 
every 2 months across 
the West Midlands.

Promote 
your 
business

of New Customers!



There were a few 
reasons why we’d not 
visited Madeira before. 
In what now seems 
like another lifetime, 
I used to work as a 
travel agent and I recall 
someone telling me it 
had no beaches, so not 
ideal for a sun holiday.
Then, more recently, a friend 
joked that it was like ‘God’s 
waiting room’, so to be honest 
the place hadn’t been sold to 
me very well.

However, halfway through our visit in 
April, we found ourselves talking about 
wanting to live there when we retire, 
which just goes to show that you really 
should try things out for yourself.

There was one more off-putting issue, 
which was that the airport landing can 
be a little bit challenging for pilots if 
the wind is in the wrong direction - in 
fact the week before we arrived, a number of flights 
were cancelled. Although, we were ok and touched 
down without any problems after a three-and-a-
half-hour flight.

You know a holiday’s going to be 
good when you arrive at your hotel at 
11am to be told your room is ready 
- normally it’s around 2pm or 3pm 
before they let you in, so we were over 
the moon.

It got better. We found we were on 
the top floor with a huge L-shaped 
balcony looking out to the sea on one 
side and the city of Funchal on the 
other. 

Although we were a bit of a way from 
the centre of the resort, we found taxis 
(Bolt and Uber) to be really cheap, so 
we used them several times.

Our hotel, the Tui Madeira 
Gardens was in quite a hilly 
part of the resort - actually, 
that’s an understatement. 
We needed oxygen to get up 
the hill to one of the nearby 
restaurants, which was 
another reason for using taxis.

Funchal, like many European 
cities, has an ‘old town’ 
where narrow cobbled streets 
house restaurants with local 
cuisine as well as the other 

old favourites; 
Italian, Indian, 
Thai etc. As 
keen foodies, 
we lapped this 
up, trying as 
many as we 
could during 
our 7-night 
stay.

One of the 
streets has a 
lot of painted 
doors, which 
are lovely. 

Although be careful, while 
you’re admiring them, 
you can easily bump into 
others doing the same.

On the third day we had 
booked a food walking 
tour, which was a bit of an 
usual one as it was self-
guided, but that was fine 
as it meant we could go 
at our own pace. And boy 
did we need to as there 
was so much food to get 

Editor’s Travels:  

Magical Madeira



through, we had to have a couple of breaks. We 
started with tapas (yes, I know it’s not Portuguese, 
but it was just as good as any Spanish offering), 
which was served with the local drink, Poncha 
- a mix of fruit juice, rum and honey. Then came 
artisan chocolates with Madeira wine (of course!), 
followed by Bolo do Caco (local bread), which is 
better than its sounds, then cake and biscuits, 
cheese and port and finally, the local speciality, 
pastel de nata (not dissimilar to a custard tart) and 
very strong coffee.

In the morning, before the food tour, we had 
decided to go on the cable cars, which were 
amazing and a must-do on this holiday. Not 
expensive and great views as the city passes 
beneath your feet. We added the extra bit that 
takes you to the Botanical Gardens, but we didn’t 
do it justice as we needed to get back for the food 
tour. I’d recommend allowing a good half a day to 
cover these things properly. 

We also missed out on coming back down in the 
baskets, which looked quite scary, but good fun. 
Next time maybe…

Continuing the food theme, we had to sample a 
few other local delicacies, including Scabbard Fish 
(nicer than it sounds). However, word to the wise. 
The restaurant where we had this dish only took 
cash, but neglected to mention that until the end 

of the meal. 
Luckily, we had 
a debit card 
and were able 
to go to the 
ATM, but some 
people don’t 
carry one. 
Worth asking 
before you sit 
down.

We hadn’t 
planned to 
do a boat 
trip due to a 
near mishap 

in Croatia, last year, but we bumped into British 
guy selling tickets for a trip spotting whales and 
dolphins. Well, I don’t know about you, but it’s not 
every day that you get chance to do this, so we 
took the plunge. Pardon the pun.

We weren’t disappointed either, with two families of 
dolphins coming right next to our boat, along with 
two sperm whales, which were huge. At €30 each, 
this was worth every cent, although I guess we 
were lucky, as not every trip would get the same 
outcome.

We thought about hiring a car, to tour the island 
as we were told that some of the scenery is 

breathtaking and I’m sure they are right, but we 
only wanted a car for one day, which proved more 
difficult than you might think, so that may have to 
wait til next time as well.

The climate in Madeira is fairly good throughout the 
year. We met a few people who visit several times 
a year - even at Christmas, which apparently is the 
best time to 
come as they 
light up the city 
for the festive 
season. 

When we 
were there, it 
hovered around 
23/24 degrees 
and was mostly 
sunny with an 
odd spot of rain 
on our last day. 
It can be a bit 
windy, which 
we discovered 
at 3am the one morning, when our balcony 
furniture almost took off, but apart from that, it was 
fine.

I don’t think I’ve been to many places that are so 
dominated by one man - Naples and Maradona 
might be the exception. You know who I’m talking 
about. Yes, Mr Cristiano Ronaldo, which was born 
and brought up on the island. The airport is named 
after him. He has a statue, a museum and every 
gift shop sells his merchandise.

Who can blame them for cashing in, although the 
place manages quite well on it’s own.

The people, the food, the climate, the range of 
activities and excursions are all a big draw. 

We’ve already looked at booking again for next 
year. That tells you all you need to know.
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Rotary Club of Wednesbury

As our Rotary Year comes to its end, 
President Peter Hughes has been 
tpiewih xs qeoi wsqi wmkrmĂgerx hsre-
tions from our Charity Fund.

Our two local Foodbanks – Breaking Bread in 
Wednesbury and Open Heaven Kitchen in Friar 
Park have each been given £1000 towards the 
costs of continuing the much-needed support 
in our community that they provide, in such a 
dedicated manner.

Also, ten of our town Junior Schools have ac-
cepted our invitation for them to receive a visit 
from The Animal Man, which is a full day for each 
school on Natural History Lectures, accompanied 
with live animals.  (Although two schools did ask 
for “No Snakes” we hope that whatever animals 
are taken will ensure all the children involved will 
have a day of learning to remember!!).

We are pleased to have added another Member 
to our ranks with the recent joining of Deborah 
Hyde, a Senior Engineer with the Highways De-
partment at Sandwell Council. We are sure that 
the Club will be strengthened by the enthusiasm 
and experience Deborah, a lifelong Wednesbury 
resident, will bring to our projects. 

We are now well advanced in our preparations 
for Wednesbury Carnival which will be held on 
Saturday 11th July 2026, in Brunswick Park, 
Admission Free.

Having taken on board some of the suggestions 
as to the format of Carnival, we are pleased, 
this year to be adding Fancy Dress Competi-
tions – one for Juniors up to age 15, and one for 
Seniors, 16 and over.

Enrolment for both Competitions will be from 12 
noon on Carnival Day at Rotary Control in the 

Park, with them then being part of the Arena pro-
gramme – timings to be announced on day.

To reserve Stall spaces, or to request information 
on Carnival, please contact Heather Nightingale 
on 07879 407754.

For anyone wishing to volunteer to help the Club 
in any way, or is interested in joining Rotary, 
please contact Kate Evans: rotaryclubwednes-
bury@gmail.com

Our thanks again to the support we enjoy from 
Riverside Housing, Trade Centre UK, and from 
Editor, Simon Archer, who continues to include 
our Reports in the excellent Darlaston & Wednes-
bury Life Magazine.

Mike Warner					   
Rotary Club of Wednesbury
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With the price of silver near its all-
time high now is the time to seek out 
overlooked teapots and spoons, writes 
Charles Hanson
It’s not often a “newsflash” comes along in 
the stately world of antiques. But these are 
unprecedented times – so much so I felt the need 
to comment.

In almost 30 years in the business, I have rarely 
seen anything like it. 

I am referring to the booming price of silver. Today 
I am selling silver teapots for £1,000 that were 
selling for £200 just six months ago. 

Teaspoons that would hardly trouble a valuer a year 
ago are selling for hundreds. 

From antique shops in Birmingham to silver bullion 
traders there is only one topic of conversation – 
what the heck is happening to silver?

Why? Well President Trump’s late-night tweets aren’t 
helping. When global politics look insecure, precious 
metals act as a hedge against financial instability.

Which is great news if you have any old bits tucked 
away. In the auction world we divide silverware 
into three categories: flatware (made up of utensils 
like forks and spoons); hollowware – functional 
domestic items like trays, candlesticks or teapots, 
and smallwork – items which can fit in a pocket, 
like a snuffbox or nutmeg grater.

A bit of science. Sterling silver is the standard for 
high-quality silver objects. 

It is a durable alloy made up of 92.5 percent pure 
silver and 7.5 percent other metals, typically copper. 

So, if you have any silver, ranging from Victorian 
cutlery to Georgian tea services tucked 

away, look for the hallmark ‘925’, or the sterling 
hallmark of a ‘lion passant’ a striding lion with 
raised paw.  

My team and I carry out a number of free valuation 
sessions in the West Midlands. Think of them as a 
mini Antiques Roadshow – without the queues.

I will be at the New Vic Theatre, Etruria Road, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire on May 28 
from 10.30am-12.30pm

If you can’t make that session, we will also be 
at the Bowling Green Inn, Friary Road, Lichfield, 
Staffordshire on May 29 from 11am-1pm and at 
the same location at the same time on June 26. 
For people closer to Birmingham the team will also 
be at Moor Hall Hotel, Moor Hall Drive, Four Oaks, 
Birmingham on May 29 and June 26 from 2pm-
4pm. It would be great to see you and, who knows, 
you might just be sitting on an auction windfall.

Antiques World 
with BBC Bargain Hunt’s Charles Hanson

A collection of silver including teaspoons, a mustard 
pot and a Birmingham silver match book had been 

expected to make ££150-£250 at this month’s 
antiques and collectors’ auction but sold for £580.

Charles Hanson and his team will be carrying out a number 
of free valuations in the West Midlands in upcoming months
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Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors
Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages
Direct Cremation Package 		   £1,395
Simple Cremation Package		  £3,295
Traditional  Cremation Package		 £3,895
Premium Cremation Package		  £4,895
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package	 £4,995

Burial Packages
Direct Burial Package			   £1,495
Simple Burial Package			   £1,995
Traditional Burial Package		  £2,495
Premium Burial  Package		  £3,295
Horse-Drawn Burial  Package		  £3,495

Willenhall (Head Office)	 19-21 New Road, Willenhall West Midlands, WV13 2BG 		 01902 937572
Oxley Branch			   1-2 Three Tuns Parade, Stafford Road, Oxley, WV10 6BF	 01902 271748 
Brownhills Branch		  78 High Street, Brownhills, West Midlands WS8 6EW		  01543 378022 
Hednesford Branch		  36 Market Street, Hednesford, Staffordshire WS12 1AF		  01543 406315

www.jafunerals.co.uk

Flowers by Jennifer Ashe
95a New Road, Willenhall, WV13 2BG
01902 92 11 85 |  www.jaflowers.co.uk

“Floral Elegance, Locally Delivered”

A family-run florist in the heart of Willenhall, Flowers by Jennifer Ashe offers beautifully arranged fresh flowers for every 
occasion — from birthdays and anniversaries to new home celebrations, romantic gestures, sympathy flowers, and funeral 

tributes.

As proud members of the Interflora network, we offer same-day local delivery in Willenhall and surrounding 
 areas — ensuring your thoughtful gift arrives on time, every time. 
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E: earwaxdoc@gmail.com

35 Snow Hill, Wolverhampton, WV2 4AG
W: www.earwaxdoc.co.uk

T: 01902 918843
M: 07897 832997

The aspect ratio of this artwork is incorrect for
the chosen size. This will result in the artwork
looking stretched or squashed. This artwork is
out by 15% on Width. If you would like to run
the artwork anyway, please change the 'Aspect
Ratio Tolerance' for this page to be larger than
15%.

Advertise your domestic service 
in this section from just £45

For more information email: 
simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com 

or call 07534 603662
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The next issue of the

is out on
6th August

Booking deadline
1st July 

If you want to get your 
message out to approx.

30,000 local people, email
simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
or call Simon on 07534 603662

Crossword Answers
From page 10
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All  Window Styles
French Doors
Composite Doors
Stable Doors
Aluminium Bi-Fold Doors
Flush Fit  Frames
Fascia ,  Soffits & Guttering
All  Window Repairs
Welded/Mechanical

01902 488 334
WOLVERHAMPTON

01922 400 029
WALSALL/WILLENHALL

MANUFACTURERS &
INSTALLERS OF

UPVC & ALUMINIUM
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WWW.ASHMOREGLASS.CO.UK
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Unit 9, 10, 17, 18 19, 29 & 30, Essington Industrial Estate, 
Bognop Rd, Essington, Wolverhampton WV11 2BA

FIND US AT


