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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
through the last þnancial crisis 
in 2008 due to the savings that 
can be made in using our service. 
Unfortunately we might be going 
through something similar again 
soon and the public can rest 
assured that we will be there to 
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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Get your brand seen, build awareness 
and attract more customers.

Call Simon on 07534 603662
Email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com

Reach 
THOUSANDS

in our network of
72,000 printed 
magazines, distributed 
every 2 months across 
the West Midlands.

Promote 
your 
business

of New Customers!
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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the June/July issue of 
Wolverhampton City Life.
I know we’ve all had a belly full of politics, but I feel 
compelled to say something on the matter.

Firstly, congratulations to all those who were 
successful in the recent local elections, which, 
I must say, seemed to be fought in the correct 
manner, with very little mudslinging.

Whether you voted for Reform or for someone 
else, you all have to accept that we now have a 
number of new councillors that were democratically 
elected, so they deserve to be given a chance to do 
the job they now have.

The reality is they will find more calls about 
potholes, noisy neighbours and fly tipping than 
boats coming across the Channel, but I’m sure 
they’ll cope admirably.

Moving on… I know a few people who are or have 
suffered from Pancreatic Cancer, which is also 
known as the silent killer, so as I did last year, I’ll 
be walking one mile a day, every day through the 
month of June, to raise money for Pancreatic UK.

I’ll be in Greece for 7 of the days, but that won’t 
stop me, so if you see me out and about in my 
purple t-shirt, please say hello. If you would be 
kind enough to make a donation, however small, 
I’d really appreciate that. Here’s the link to my 
fundraising page: www.justgiving.com/page/
simon-archer-3 or scan the QR code below.

Finally, a quick shout out to all those organising 
events through the summer. Mostly run by 
volunteers, who don’t get paid a penny! So, please 
try and support them.

One of which is the Wednesfield Canal Festival on 
Sat 8th and Sun 9th August, which I’m involved in 
organising.

We have a number of narrowboats, live music on 
both days, a funfair, charity stalls and of course 
there’s food & drink at the Nickelodeon. That 
should get me a free pint!

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, 
our advertisers are vitally important to the to the 
continuation of this magazine. Please have a look 
at their adverts and if you do purchase anything 
from them, PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SAW THE 
ADVERT IN WOLVERHAMPTON CITY LIFE!

The next issue will cover August 
& September and will be out on 
28th July so if you want to be in 
it, please contact me by 1st July.

Enjoy your read!

Simon



Life, Lived Well
Residential, Nursing, Dementia & Respite Care

At Avery, every resident is valued as an individual. We take time to 
understand personal routines, hobbies and preferences so that support 
feels natural. Our homes create an environment where life remains 
meaningful and familiar, helping residents thrive on their own terms

Learn more about life at Avery 

01902 974769  averyhealthcare.co.uk
Mary Bond Court, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, WV5 8DA



Helping young 
people build 
confidence, 
resilience and a 
positive outlook 
on life has never 
been more 
important. That’s 
the driving force 
behind Magical 
Mind Coaching, a 
Wolverhampton-
based community 
interest company 
dedicated to 
supporting the next 
generation.
Founded by award-winning 
speaker and youth coach 
Manjinder Atwal, the 
organisation was created with 
a simple but powerful mission: 
to give every young person 
the opportunity to become the 
best version of themselves. 

What makes Magical Mind 
Coaching stand out is its 
holistic approach. Rather than 
focusing on just one area, 
its programmes combine 
physical, mental and social 
development-recognising that all three are 
essential for young people to thrive.

Sessions are designed to be engaging, practical 
and fun. Activities often include non-contact 
boxing and fitness exercises to build strength and 
energy, alongside mindset coaching to develop 
self-belief and resilience. Communication skills, 
including public speaking, are also a key part of 
the programme, helping young people grow in 
confidence and express themselves effectively. 

At the heart of MMC’s work is the belief that 
confidence and self-belief are fundamental to 
success. Its coaching programmes aim to help 
young people recognise opportunities, set goals 
and take positive action in their lives.

Workshops and courses cover a wide range of 
topics, from managing emotions and building 
good habits to improving communication and 

learning from setbacks. 
By equipping young 
people with these life 
skills early on, Magical 
Mind Coaching helps 
lay the foundations for 
long-term personal and 
professional success. 

The organisation’s work 
is particularly relevant 
in today’s world, 
where many young 
people face increasing 
pressures around 
mental health, physical 
wellbeing and social 
connection.

Research highlighted by MMC 
shows rising levels of mental 
health challenges among 
young people, alongside 
concerns around physical 
inactivity and loneliness. By 
addressing all three areas 
together, Magical Mind 
Coaching provides a well-
rounded support system 
designed to meet these 
modern challenges head-on. 

As a community interest 
company, Magical Mind 
Coaching is committed 
to making its services 
accessible. Programmes are 
designed to be affordable, 

with options for free trials and additional support 
for families who may be struggling financially.

Sessions take place in community venues across 
Wolverhampton, helping ensure that young people 
from a wide range of backgrounds can take part. 
The organisation also offers online courses, making 
its resources even more widely available. 

Ultimately, Magical Mind Coaching is about more 
than just coaching sessions-it’s about creating 
lasting change. By helping young people develop 
confidence, resilience and strong communication 
skills, the organisation is equipping them not just 
for school, but for life.

In doing so, it is also strengthening the wider 
community, supporting a generation of young people 
who are better prepared to face challenges, seize 
opportunities and contribute positively to society.

Magical Mind Coaching
Empowering Young People to Be Their Best



 hello@zebra-kitchens.co.uk 181 Walsall Road, Great Wyrley, Walsall WS6 6NL

Complete
Renovation

Design and
Consulting

Project
Management

GET IN TOUCH Whatsapp Us
07488 431099
Whatsapp UsCall us

01922 718998

www.zebra-kitchens.co.uk
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Specialists in Wills, Property 
Protection, Probate and 
Lasting Powers of Attorney

 will writer with 
Emer Morris LLB (Hons), Director of 
Member of the 
Serving  and 

 - advice tailored to your circumstances
 home consultation

t: 01902 921611
e: info@evergreenwills.co.uk 

w: www.evergreenwills.co.uk

Crossword Please see answers
on page 39
Across
1 Start of the working week (6)
4 Channel (6)
9 Type of antelope (3)
10 Slowly progressive (7)
11 Breathed out (7)
12 Beneath (5)
13 Steel tower (5)
15 Sphere (5)
20 Review (5)
22 Decorative bird (7)
24 Bar game (7)
25 Rug (3)
26 Creepy, eerie (6)
27 Seek (6)

Down
1 ‘Attractive’ metal! (6)
2 Badly behaved (7)
3 A spiritual or pure being (5)
5 Curious, odd (7)
6 Covered with ceramic slabs (5)
7 Chronicle, narrate (6)
8 Convenient (5)
14 Attitude, perspective (7)
16 Type of loaf (7)
17 Antagonise (6)
18 Talked (5)
19 Rough drawing (6)
21 Type of dance (5)
23 Concur (5)
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Call Matt 07960 766729 | 07718 222216

M and S Construction Ltd
Driveways and patios

Block paving   |   Slabbing   |   Turfing   |   Resin Driveways   |   Concrete imprint 

Fencing   |   Artificial grass   |   Brickwork   |   Tarmacing   |   Gravelling

BUILT TO LAST .  DESIGNED TO IMPRESS .

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

OAP 
Discount

1-2 Hour

650921

12 Month 

Excludes blockages

Available upon
request at time

of booking

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee 
on labour!

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response
All Work Guaranteed
Flexible Appointment Times

We work across
Wolverhampton
and all surrounding
areas.

OUR SERVICES
Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

01902 505 935

Subject to Eligibility

Boiler Installations
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Based in Pendeford, Ian Hughes 
has taken over 200,000 photos of 
Wolverhampton and Willenhall over the 
last 3 years.
In 2023 he was diagnosed with T2 Diabetes 
and needed to lose weight, so he got walking 
with his cameras and started clicking! Why 
Wolverhampton and Willenhall? He wanted to see 
if he could find a new ‘angle’ and soon realised 
how impressive many of the buildings were, 
walking and photographing every detail - ended 
up photographing everything he could find. He 
just kept walking – losing 4 stone to date - and no 
longer has diabetes! 

Many people are dismissive of the area, and Ian 
admits that - at one time - he was one of them. But 
he was surprised by what he found, describing it 
as amazing – if you just take the time to stop and 
look. “The buildings you see are often fantastic 
creations from our recent past – if you look up, the 
history is right there – hidden in plain sight”! 

Living in the area for over 50 years, he realised how 
little he knew of the history! But, on his odyssey, 
he has learnt about the car & bike industries, locks 
and traps and much more besides. He has even 
walked all 16 miles of the various canals and learnt 
their histories too. And by talking to people as 
he went along, he learnt the personal histories of 
so many people who hold the area close to their 
hearts.

After seeing online what he felt was so much unfair 
negativity for the area, he created a Facebook 
group dedicated to the area – called ‘Celebrating 
Wolverhampton’ in March 2024. It has almost 
10,000 members and is still growing – and 

exclusively 
celebrates 
all that is 
good in the 
area – both 
today and 
from the 
past.

Ian says he 
is continually 
trying to 
find new 
places to 
photograph 
– and is 
open to 
suggestions. 
It also led 
to many 
unsuspected 
turns – 
including 
many 
exhibitions 
in the 

Wolverhampton’s Central Library and several 
articles on the BBC News website.

He now intends to share the history and curiosities 
he has found with readers of Wolverhampton City 
Life in the coming months.

A final thought? 

“Never be afraid to step into the unknown or 
unexpected – you never know where it may lead – 
and it certainly gave me a new lease of life and a 
breath of fresh air”!

New ‘Photos of 
Wolverhampton’ Feature
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The 2025/26 season has turned 
out to be an incredibly busy 
and exciting one for this well-
established local choir. 
November’s concert, took audiences on a musical 
journey spanning 400 years-from Victoria’s Missa O 
quam gloriosum through works by Schutz, Stanford 
and Duruflé, culminating in Benjamin Britten’s 
Hymn to St Cecilia. The programme beautifully 
celebrated music inspired by figures glorified for 
their faith, leaving a lasting impression on all who 
attended.

December brought festive cheer with seasonal 
carols and enthusiastic audience participation 
at Wolverhampton Tennis Club, 
creating a lively fundraiser.

JS Bach’s St John Passion in 
March was a true highlight. 
Praised as “very powerful 
and moving, with impressive 
discipline” and “a triumph,” it 

stood out as one 
of the choir’s finest 
achievements. 
Musical Director 
Geoff Weaver 
described it as 
“one of the most 
memorable of 
all the concerts I 
have conducted.” 
For the choir, 
performing 
alongside 
outstanding 
professional 
soloists and 
orchestra made 
the experience 
truly exhilarating.  

At the time of 
writing WCC is 

eagerly preparing to welcome German choir, Total 
Vokal, for a fantastic weekend of music making 
and social events. The collaboration will culminate 
in a joint performance of the radiant Sunrise Mass 
and Across the Vast Eternal Sky by the hugely 
popular Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo. This visit 
continues a long-standing partnership, with strong 
friendships forged through exchanges and trips 
between the choirs over the years.

To round off the season in style, the choir is thrilled 
to present “A Night at the Opera” on 4th July at 
7:30pm at Cranmer Methodist Church, WV6 0RS. 
Expect a dazzling evening of opera choruses and 
solos-an unmissable finale!

WCC faced significant challenges during the 
COVID years, with declining numbers and 
diminished confidence. After dedicated rebuilding, 
the choir is once again thriving, full of energy, 
ambition, and momentum-and delighted to be 
welcoming new singers.

If you’re a singer-especially a tenor or bass-with 
some sight-reading ability and a passion for 
performing a wide range of choral music to a high 
standard, this is your moment to get involved! 
New members are warmly invited to attend a few 
rehearsals before arranging an audition.

Rehearsals are on Sunday evenings (8:00–9:30pm 
during term time) at St Michael’s Church, Tettenhall, 
WV6 9AJ. For more information, visit the website 
or email info@wolverhamptonchamberchoir.org 
and join the mailing list via the QR code to stay up 
to date!

Wolverhampton Chamber Choir



Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors
Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages
Direct Cremation Package 		   £1,395
Simple Cremation Package		  £3,295
Traditional  Cremation Package		 £3,895
Premium Cremation Package		  £4,895
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package	 £4,995

Burial Packages
Direct Burial Package			   £1,495
Simple Burial Package			   £1,995
Traditional Burial Package		  £2,495
Premium Burial  Package		  £3,295
Horse-Drawn Burial  Package		  £3,495

Willenhall (Head Office)	 19-21 New Road, Willenhall West Midlands, WV13 2BG 		 01902 937572
Oxley Branch			   1-2 Three Tuns Parade, Stafford Road, Oxley, WV10 6BF	 01902 271748 
Brownhills Branch		  78 High Street, Brownhills, West Midlands WS8 6EW		  01543 378022 
Hednesford Branch		  36 Market Street, Hednesford, Staffordshire WS12 1AF		  01543 406315

www.jafunerals.co.uk

Flowers by Jennifer Ashe
95a New Road, Willenhall, WV13 2BG
01902 92 11 85 |  www.jaflowers.co.uk

“Floral Elegance, Locally Delivered”

A family-run florist in the heart of Willenhall, Flowers by Jennifer Ashe offers beautifully arranged fresh flowers for every 
occasion — from birthdays and anniversaries to new home celebrations, romantic gestures, sympathy flowers, and funeral 

tributes.

As proud members of the Interflora network, we offer same-day local delivery in Willenhall and surrounding 
 areas — ensuring your thoughtful gift arrives on time, every time. 
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City of Wolverhampton College were 
proud to host a Fairtrade Foundation 
fashion Show in late April.
Students from across the college modelled 
Fairtrade fashion pieces created by learners on the 
College’s creative courses, with hair and make-up 
by the Hair and Beauty students.

It was a brilliant afternoon celebrating fair trade 
fashion, creativity and collaboration.

The event was attended by Wolverhampton 
Mayor, Councillor Craig Collingswood, and local 
Fairtrade partners and supporters.

Photos courtesy of Graham Stubbs 
Photography.

College Fashion Show 
Celebrates Fairtrade



rspace, 

Secured by Design 

-«€>»-
Official PoliceSecuritylnitiali¥e 

BOOK A FREE SURVEY TODAY 

שףףầןרפầנמשןמ
GAROLLA.CO.UK 

·Terms & conditions apply, see website for details.

*Trustpilot

l'll'll'll'l
Rated "Excellent" 
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New Sports Plan for 
School’s Defunct 
Pitch
Plans to add a floodlit 
3G sports pitch at a 
Wolverhampton school have 
been submitted as part 
of a multi-million-pound 
expansion.

Colton Hills Community 
School, in Goldthorn Park, 
said its current pitch “has 
reached the end of its life” and 
was now closed. 

The new facility would accommodate a full-size 
11-a-side pitch that would also be divided into 
five-a-side and nine-a-side pitches with use for the 
local community at certain times.

At the start of the year, City of Wolverhampton 
Council agreed to refurbish and remodel the school 
to create space for 79 more pupils. The school 
also plans to establish a special educational needs 
(SEND) resource base for pupils.

To create space for extra pupils, there would be 
an extension to the school’s sixth form to provide 
new changing rooms and showers as well as a new 
archive and record office.

Another extension would provide a larger gym 
and bigger changing rooms to accommodate the 
proposed rise in pupils. The school will be required 
to expand further from September next year and 
permanently expanded from September 2027.

The resource base for pupils with social, emotional 
and mental health difficulties is expected to cost 
more than £6m, according to a cabinet report 
discussed by the council earlier this year.

Comedian to take on tandem 
skydive for charity
Wolverhampton comedian Jack Kirwan is to take 
part in a tandem skydive to raise for money for a 
charity helping homeless and vulnerable people in 
the city.

Kirwan, known for his locally-based Gary 
Powndland character, will join TikTok chef 

Mitch Lane in the 13,000ft (3,962m) dive 
at Tilstock Airfield, on 11 July.

Both men, from Wolverhampton, are ambassadors 
for the Good Shepherd charity and are aiming to 
raise funds to support work it does in the local 
community.

Kirwan admitted he was afraid of heights, but was 
looking forward to it.

“As a proud ambassador for the Good Shepherd, 
I want to do what I can to raise money and 
awareness for the charity,” he said.

“I’m looking forward to the challenge but absolutely 
terrified of heights.”

Lucy Cox, fundraising, grants and development 
manager, said the team was very grateful to him for 
taking on the challenge.

“Fundraising is vital for us to be able continue our 
work in the community, so if you would like to join 
Jack and Mitch on the Good Shepherd Skydive 
please sign up.”

News In Brief



TUE 01 DEC

TONY STOCKWELL
An Evening of Mediumship

    Book online: BILSTONTH.CO.UK
       In person/phone at Wolverhampton Art Gallery 01902 550969

       Church Street, Bilston, WV14 0AP

WEDNESDAYS

TEA DANCE

DANCE

MUSIC/TALK

THUR 24 FEB ‘28

SIMON FOWLER
The Ocean Colour Scene Songbook... and beyond

FRI 23 OCT

 SHAUN RYDER
 Happy Mondays, and Fridays, and Saturdays, and Sundays

TALK

MUSIC/TALK

PSYCHIC MEDIUM

SUN 16 MAY ‘27

NIK KERSHAW
Musings and Lyrics

FRI 24 SEPT ‘27

TOYAH WILCOX
Songs and Stories

MUSIC/TALK
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With the price of silver near its all-
time high now is the time to seek out 
overlooked teapots and spoons, writes 
Charles Hanson
It’s not often a “newsflash” comes along in 
the stately world of antiques. But these are 
unprecedented times – so much so I felt the need 
to comment.

In almost 30 years in the business, I have rarely 
seen anything like it. 

I am referring to the booming price of silver. Today 
I am selling silver teapots for £1,000 that were 
selling for £200 just six months ago. 

Teaspoons that would hardly trouble a valuer a year 
ago are selling for hundreds. 

From antique shops in Birmingham to silver bullion 
traders there is only one topic of conversation – 
what the heck is happening to silver?

Why? Well President Trump’s late-night tweets aren’t 
helping. When global politics look insecure, precious 
metals act as a hedge against financial instability.

Which is great news if you have any old bits tucked 
away. In the auction world we divide silverware 
into three categories: flatware (made up of utensils 
like forks and spoons); hollowware – functional 
domestic items like trays, candlesticks or teapots, 
and smallwork – items which can fit in a pocket, 
like a snuffbox or nutmeg grater.

A bit of science. Sterling silver is the standard for 
high-quality silver objects. 

It is a durable alloy made up of 92.5 percent pure 
silver and 7.5 percent other metals, typically copper. 

So, if you have any silver, ranging from Victorian 
cutlery to Georgian tea services tucked 

away, look for the hallmark ‘925’, or the sterling 
hallmark of a ‘lion passant’ a striding lion with 
raised paw.  

My team and I carry out a number of free valuation 
sessions in the West Midlands. Think of them as a 
mini Antiques Roadshow – without the queues.

I will be at the New Vic Theatre, Etruria Road, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire on May 28 
from 10.30am-12.30pm

If you can’t make that session, we will also be 
at the Bowling Green Inn, Friary Road, Lichfield, 
Staffordshire on May 29 from 11am-1pm and at 
the same location at the same time on June 26. 
For people closer to Birmingham the team will also 
be at Moor Hall Hotel, Moor Hall Drive, Four Oaks, 
Birmingham on May 29 and June 26 from 2pm-
4pm. It would be great to see you and, who knows, 
you might just be sitting on an auction windfall.

Antiques World 
with BBC Bargain Hunt’s Charles Hanson

A collection of silver including teaspoons, a mustard 
pot and a Birmingham silver match book had been 

expected to make ££150-£250 at this month’s 
antiques and collectors’ auction but sold for £580.

Charles Hanson and his team will be carrying out a number 
of free valuations in the West Midlands in upcoming months

charles-hanson-may26-v1.indd   1 08/05/2026   16:21:43
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We’ve dug out 
a couple of old 
photos of pupils 
from Claregate 
Primary School 
in around 1975.
We have most of the 
names, but let us 
know if we have some 
wrong or if you know 
the ones missing;

Photo (top right):

Jonathan Lloyd-Davies, 
Ian Clarke, Anthony 
Booth, Andrew Pelnens, 
Stephen Kazan, Stuart 
Sankey, Ian Bowen, Louise Stanton, Maxine Bird, 
Mr Evans, Barbara Sedgwick, Stella Tabusso, 
Stuart Smith, Stephen Young, Jon Harris, Simon 
Archer (Editor), Alan Pittaway, Stuart Edwards.

Karen Lee, Tracy Brindley, Julie Paskin, Linda 
Paskin, Mandy Singh, Susan Purchase, Janet 
Leach, Christine White, Jayne Billingsley, Amanda 
Southern, Linda Hawley, Linda Jones, Julie Payton, 
Donna Szego, Sara Walker, Karen Field, Suzanne 
Cresswell, Sara Beddows Helen Southall.

Photo (bottom left):

Julie Jackson, Tracy Brindley, Julie Paskin, ?, 
Helen Stokes, Donna Szego, Julie Witchall, 
Helen Southall, Karen Lee, Debbie Hughes, 
Maxine Bird, Simon Archer (Editor).

Andrew Webb, Janet Leach, Carol Williams, 
Marianne Haywood, ? Karen Field, Linda Jones, 
?, Michelle Hayward, Barbara Sedgwick, Karen 
Nolan, Linda Paskin, Stuart Hemmings. 

Tanya Hayward, Angela 
Green, Ian Clarke, Stuart 
Edwards, Stephen Young, 
Alan Pittaway, Stuart 
Smith, Stuart Sankey, 
Leslie Perks, Ann Peers. 

Neil Bayliss, Stephen 
Kaczan, Suzanne Cresswell, 
Margaret Cresswell, Ian 
Bowen, Jayne Billingsley, 
Michelle Bushell, ?, ?

Michael McConkey, Stephen 
Whitehall, Anthony Booth, 
Jonathan Harris, Alan 
Cooper, Christopher Amos, 
Neil Wilson, Jamie Williams.

Claregate Primary in the 70s

If you have any old school photos, you’d like to share in the magazine,  
please email: simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



          

  Does your house su er from any of these: 
 PENETRATING DAMP?  CRACKED RENDER? 
 POOR APPEARANCE?  SPOILED BRICKWORK? 

PROBLEM SOLVED: 

 

 

 

 
 

Desktop quotes & Small local showroom 

Call, email or WhatsApp your details for a free quote 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Established for over 30 years - All work guaranteed 

Now booking our limited Winter Discount slots 

43 Broad Street, Bilston. WV14 0BU 
info@ecotexcontracts.co.uk 

01902 498 953 - 07973 314 644 
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As a 
councillor 
for the Penn 
ward since 
2007, Paul’s 
focus has 
always 
been on 
delivering 
for residents 
to the best 
of his ability. Through listening to local 
people, supporting initiatives, and taking 
action, Paul has dedicated himself to 
uplifting not only Penn residents - but 
Wolverhampton as a whole.
He is deeply proud to have supported residents 
for nearly two decades; from helping people 
access life-changing support to ensuring everyday 
services are properly delivered. But if you asked 
Paul, he would say every opportunity, big or small, 
to support residents and improve their lives is an 
achievement worth valuing.

He has served as Equalities Champion, sat on the 
Fostering Panel, spent nearly a decade as Vice 
Chair for Health Scrutiny, and represented the city 
on the West Midlands Pension Committee.

In May 2026, Paul Singh became Mayor 
of the City of Wolverhampton, a role that 
recognises his service, commitment, and long-
standing connection to the city. He is not only 
humbled by this honour, he is delighted to 
have the opportunity to support the people of 
Wolverhampton in a new way.

As part of his mayoral year, Paul will champion and 
support a number of local charities: Di’s Kitchen, 
Inspire You, Wolverhampton Boxing Club, and 
Wolverhampton Judo Club, who provide vital and 
irreplaceable support to local people in their own 
unique way.

Paul says: “I have always had the same view of 
Wolverhampton: that its greatest strength is its 
people. My drive is to be a Mayor for everyone who 
makes up this city, and to give back to the city that 
has given me everything.

Wolverhampton has an incredible spirit that I have 
seen firsthand, and I am committed to championing 
it.”

Motto: Through sport we grow.

Paul has chosen four Wolverhampton charities to 
support in his year of office. They are;

Friends of Di’s Kitchen

Friends of Di’s Kitchen is a non-profit making 
charitable organisation whose vision is to deliver a 
three-course cold or chilled meal for single guests, 
or food to be used in the preparation of a meal for 
families, every Thursday for those in food poverty 
across the City of Wolverhampton. This service 
is free of charge, non-judgemental and does not 
require guests to provide proof of need. FODK 
sources all its own funds - and the monies raised 
are used to purchase food and packaging. We have 
no overheads.

Friends of Di’s Kitchen was set up in March 2020 
from a private home in the City and now, each 
week, over 50 dedicated volunteers purchase 
or collect surplus food, prepare meals and food 
bags and deliver to over 900 guests across 
Wolverhampton. In the 6 years we have been 
operational we have delivered food to over 177,000 
people. These weekly visits by the same volunteers 
build up relationships and support, and signpost 
those in need to other services that might be able 
to help them.

Friends of Di’s Kitchen was granted the Kings 
Award for Voluntary Service(KAVS) in 2024 and 

Meet the new Mayor: 
Cllr Paul Singh



their citation from King Charles reads “Showing the 
art of compassion, kindness and sharing through 
food”.

Wolverhampton Judo Club

Wolverhampton Judo Club, established in 1966, is 
recognised as one of the UK’s leading judo clubs. 
Over the decades, it has achieved remarkable 
success, proudly celebrating numerous 
International and National medallists, including 
those who have triumphed at the Olympic and 
World Championship levels. This year marks the 
club’s 60th anniversary, and it extends sincere 
thanks to the local authority for its continued 
support.

Based in the Wednesfield Park Compound, the 
club offers training for all abilities - from those 
with special needs or newcomers seeking 
recreational enjoyment to dedicated athletes 
aiming for competition at Area, National, and 
International levels.

Founded by Mac Abbotts and Dave Brooks, who 
remain active in its operation, the club continues to 
thrive under the leadership of Head Coaches Kevin 
O’Reilly and Bill Kelly - both former students of 
Mac and Dave and with over 100 years’ experience 
having started at a young age and developed from 
competitive players into first class coaches - who 
carry forward the legacy of developing top-level 
competitors.

Wolverhampton Amateur Boxing Club

Wolverhampton Amateur Boxing Club is based on 
the Willenhall Road WV1 2HL We are a registered 
charity and a proud member of All England 

Boxing. our main aim is 
to create a safe but 

exciting environment 
for the community 
whilst meeting the 
highest levels of 
achievement in 
our sport.

With former 
professional 

boxer, Richie 
Carter as head 

coach the club is 
going from strength to 

strength. We have a great amateur team of boxers 
that span from ages of 10 to adults. We have also 
taken our young boxers through all the amateur 
ranks and into the pro ranks where they have forged 
their career and are going from strength to strength.

Current professionals are; Jermaine Osbourne, 
Gully Powar, Olly Cooper and Lewis Morris and 
we are also building for the future as we have 
managed to fund courses to train new coaches. 

We are a club on the up and pride ourselves on 
providing a great space that is available to the 
whole community offering access to youngsters 
and adults.

The Inspire You Charity

The Inspire You Charity (otherwise known as IY) 
mission was created out of adversity when Jamel, 
the son of the founders died tragically in a non-
fault car accident in 2008.

For more than fifteen years, IY ambitions has been 
fulfilled through providing access to opportunities 
for young people in a multitude of areas which 
include Education, Sport, Music, the arts, and 
International travel. 

IY believe positive experiences transform the lives 
of some of the most gifted and at times challenged 
young people. Over the years the programmes 
delivered from the IY centre have helped to build 
young people confidence, skills, and support 
networks that they need to stay on the track that 
builds brighter futures. 

Working across our local, global community, 
IY empowers vulnerable young people through 
mentoring, wellbeing programmes, education, and 
practical guidance. All our projects are designed to 
inspire, encourage, and create lasting change.

For more information please contact www.
inspireyou.charity



There were a few 
reasons why we’d not 
visited Madeira before. 
In what now seems 
like another lifetime, 
I used to work as a 
travel agent and I recall 
someone telling me it 
had no beaches, so not 
ideal for a sun holiday.
Then, more recently, a friend 
joked that it was like ‘God’s 
waiting room’, so to be honest 
the place hadn’t been sold to 
me very well.

However, halfway through our visit in 
April, we found ourselves talking about 
wanting to live there when we retire, 
which just goes to show that you really 
should try things out for yourself.

There was one more off-putting issue, 
which was that the airport landing can 
be a little bit challenging for pilots if 
the wind is in the wrong direction - in 
fact the week before we arrived, a number of flights 
were cancelled. Although, we were ok and touched 
down without any problems after a three-and-a-
half-hour flight.

You know a holiday’s going to be 
good when you arrive at your hotel at 
11am to be told your room is ready 
- normally it’s around 2pm or 3pm 
before they let you in, so we were over 
the moon.

It got better. We found we were on 
the top floor with a huge L-shaped 
balcony looking out to the sea on one 
side and the city of Funchal on the 
other. 

Although we were a bit of a way from 
the centre of the resort, we found taxis 
(Bolt and Uber) to be really cheap, so 
we used them several times.

Our hotel, the Tui Madeira 
Gardens was in quite a hilly 
part of the resort - actually, 
that’s an understatement. 
We needed oxygen to get up 
the hill to one of the nearby 
restaurants, which was 
another reason for using taxis.

Funchal, like many European 
cities, has an ‘old town’ 
where narrow cobbled streets 
house restaurants with local 
cuisine as well as the other 

old favourites; 
Italian, Indian, 
Thai etc. As 
keen foodies, 
we lapped this 
up, trying as 
many as we 
could during 
our 7-night 
stay.

One of the 
streets has a 
lot of painted 
doors, which 
are lovely. 

Although be careful, while 
you’re admiring them, 
you can easily bump into 
others doing the same.

On the third day we had 
booked a food walking 
tour, which was a bit of an 
usual one as it was self-
guided, but that was fine 
as it meant we could go 
at our own pace. And boy 
did we need to as there 
was so much food to get 

Editor’s Travels:  

Magical Madeira

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com26



through, we had to have a couple of breaks. We 
started with tapas (yes, I know it’s not Portuguese, 
but it was just as good as any Spanish offering), 
which was served with the local drink, Poncha 
- a mix of fruit juice, rum and honey. Then came 
artisan chocolates with Madeira wine (of course!), 
followed by Bolo do Caco (local bread), which is 
better than its sounds, then cake and biscuits, 
cheese and port and finally, the local speciality, 
pastel de nata (not dissimilar to a custard tart) and 
very strong coffee.

In the morning, before the food tour, we had 
decided to go on the cable cars, which were 
amazing and a must-do on this holiday. Not 
expensive and great views as the city passes 
beneath your feet. We added the extra bit that 
takes you to the Botanical Gardens, but we didn’t 
do it justice as we needed to get back for the food 
tour. I’d recommend allowing a good half a day to 
cover these things properly. 

We also missed out on coming back down in the 
baskets, which looked quite scary, but good fun. 
Next time maybe…

Continuing the food theme, we had to sample a 
few other local delicacies, including Scabbard Fish 
(nicer than it sounds). However, word to the wise. 
The restaurant where we had this dish only took 
cash, but neglected to mention that until the end 

of the meal. 
Luckily, we had 
a debit card 
and were able 
to go to the 
ATM, but some 
people don’t 
carry one. 
Worth asking 
before you sit 
down.

We hadn’t 
planned to 
do a boat 
trip due to a 
near mishap 

in Croatia, last year, but we bumped into British 
guy selling tickets for a trip spotting whales and 
dolphins. Well, I don’t know about you, but it’s not 
every day that you get chance to do this, so we 
took the plunge. Pardon the pun.

We weren’t disappointed either, with two families of 
dolphins coming right next to our boat, along with 
two sperm whales, which were huge. At €30 each, 
this was worth every cent, although I guess we 
were lucky, as not every trip would get the same 
outcome.

We thought about hiring a car, to tour the island 
as we were told that some of the scenery is 

breathtaking and I’m sure they are right, but we 
only wanted a car for one day, which proved more 
difficult than you might think, so that may have to 
wait til next time as well.

The climate in Madeira is fairly good throughout the 
year. We met a few people who visit several times 
a year - even at Christmas, which apparently is the 
best time to 
come as they 
light up the city 
for the festive 
season. 

When we 
were there, it 
hovered around 
23/24 degrees 
and was mostly 
sunny with an 
odd spot of rain 
on our last day. 
It can be a bit 
windy, which 
we discovered 
at 3am the one morning, when our balcony 
furniture almost took off, but apart from that, it was 
fine.

I don’t think I’ve been to many places that are so 
dominated by one man - Naples and Maradona 
might be the exception. You know who I’m talking 
about. Yes, Mr Cristiano Ronaldo, which was born 
and brought up on the island. The airport is named 
after him. He has a statue, a museum and every 
gift shop sells his merchandise.

Who can blame them for cashing in, although the 
place manages quite well on it’s own.

The people, the food, the climate, the range of 
activities and excursions are all a big draw. 

We’ve already looked at booking again for next 
year. That tells you all you need to know.
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Parkinson’s Activity Group 
‘a Real Good Help’
For those living 
with Parkinson’s, 
simple day-
to-day tasks 
become a lot 
more difficult, 
with many 
describing 
themselves as 
isolated.
In Wolverhampton, a new activity and support 
group is trying to combat that, by giving those 
living with the disease an opportunity to exercise 
and meet others.

One attendee, Ray Adams, said: “I’ve had 
Parkinson’s for coming up 14 years, and this is the 
first time I have heard of any venue like this that is 
helping people with Parkinson’s.

“It’s been a real good help. I’ve really noticed a 
difference in my speech and my balance.”

The “Move and Shout” programme at Places 
Leisure, Wolverhampton Swimming and Fitness 
Centre is funded by Parkinson’s UK.

According to the charity, there are 166,000 people 
living with the condition across the UK, with one 
person diagnosed every 20 minutes.

The condition sees parts of the 
brain become more damaged 
over time and symptoms include 
involuntary shaking, slow 
movement and balance problems.

Michelle Ratcliffe, who leads the 
sessions, said: “In Wolverhampton 
there are a high number of people 
who are inactive with Parkinson’s.”

“The feedback was that it’s a very 
lonely life living with Parkinson’s, 
people didn’t feel listened to, didn’t 
feel heard, they didn’t feel seen.

“Whereas now they have got a group, they all 
come, and they are here every week without fail.”

Those who attend said they believed the disease 
needed more awareness, so opportunities like 
this could be made accessible to everyone living 
with Parkinson’s.

Retired teacher Frank Breakwell from Codsall has 
been living with the disease for nine years and 
said the group was the first of its kind in the area.

“I’m not the same day-by-day. I can’t put my 
socks on, I can’t put shoes on. It’s absolutely awful.

“My confidence has been built up. It’s quite 
challenging. The woman who is running this 
group is fantastic, she is helpful with everybody. 
If I get stuck on anything she comes right over 
and sorts it out. She’s been a good help.”

parkinsons-group-editorial-jun26-v1.indd   1 08/05/2026   12:54:04



Fallings Park Methodist Church, 
Wimborne Road, 

Wolverhampton, WV10 0NN

Come along and have a 
sociable morning while 
casually playing bowls

Every Tuesday
10am – 12pm

Any enquiries contact

Margaret Middleton – 01902 733058

Gill Farley – 01902 832375 
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A new kite shop has opened at 
Bantock House Museum.
Visitors to the attraction can now buy a range of 
kites, with designs including dragons, aeroplanes 
and butterflies.

Previously limited to a small range of items, the 
museum shop has expanded its offer to include 
gifts and souvenirs after the Friends of Bantock 
House invested in new retail shelving.

A spokesperson for City of Wolverhampton Council 
said: “Kite flying is an activity enjoyed by people 
of all ages and backgrounds. It also encourages 
people to get outdoors and enjoy open spaces 
together and where better to do that than at our 
very own Bantock Park.

“It’s a 
fantastic 
activity and 
who knows, 
the launch 
of the shop 
could be 
the first step 
in Bantock 
House 
becoming 
a regional 
centre for 
kites and 
kite flying.”

The kite 
shop launch 
comes as 
Bantock 
House 
reopens 
fully for the 
summer 
season, 
with a busy 
programme 
of activities 

including Easter events, the café, gardens and 
other familyfriendly attractions including:

•	 The pitch & putt course - £5 for adults and 
£3 for children (children under 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult) and includes hire of 
balls and clubs. A £5 deposit for equipment is 
required.

•	 The Bantock Café Tearoom ‘Kids Eat for £1’ 
offer when adults spend £10 or more.

Bantock House Museum is free to visit 
Wednesday to Sunday (12-4.30pm) and open 
Bank Holiday Mondays throughout the Spring and 
Summer, Bantock tearoom is open from 9am until 
4.30pm daily.

New kite shop takes 
flight at Bantock 
House Museum

For more information, visit www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk



WILLENHALL & DISTRICT GARDEN SERVICES

Over 35 years experience.
Specialist in garden tidies. Domestic & General

Mowing, Strimming, Weeding, Hoeing,
Turfing, Lawn treatment,

Flagging, Drainage, Hedges, Shrubs,
Pruning, Planting, Fencing,

Jungles cleared, Maintenance.
Petrol Garden Machinery Repairs

Friendly Service and advice given
Free call outs within 3 miles

Call Dave on 07592 710449

DBS Checked

PGM Locksmith 
24/7 emergency cover 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken
 

Security upgrades 

Competitive rates 

No call out charge 

City & Guilds qualified 

Ring Paul  

07910 138987  
01922 460815 

Email pgmlocksmith@outlook.com 
www.pgm-locksmith.co.uk
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My name is Joe Jackson and I’m the 
Founder of New Park Village Football 
Development.
You may or may not be familiar with NPVFD but we 
have delivered grassroots football in the local area 
for nearly 30 years.

We have used football as our chosen vehicle for 
nearly 3 decades to engage young people from 
the age of 4 to 18 years old who live in areas of 
deprivation and as a result may be at risk of being 
disaffected and become involved with activities 
relating to anti-social behaviour.

NPVFD has delivered its football programme from 
out of Heath Town Park since 1998 and have 
positively impacted the lives of thousands of young 
people over the years. Our Learning Through 
Football programme has taught young people how 
be respectful, to be team players, to learn how to 
win and lose well, to build confidence and more.

Whilst we still deliver football sessions out of the 
Heath Town Park, we have acquired the former 
Wolverhampton United Football ground based 
on Prestwood Road West on a lease basis for a 

period of 25 years. This was signed over to NPVFD 
in October 2023. Since then, we have given the 
grounds a bit of a tidy up to make it more usable 
for some of our football activities.

This has been a fantastic acquisition, not just for 
our young people but also for their families and the 
local community.

We are therefore, hosting our Academy Awards and 
Community Fun Day on Saturday 27th June 2026.

We would like to use the day to connect with you, 
our local residents and to give an idea about our 
plans going forward.

The day will consist of football tournaments, 
penalty shootout competitions, mom v moms and 
dad v dads footy matches, cross bar challenge, tug 
o war, bouncy castles, sports day activities; various 
races, food, DJ, music and much more.

The entry cost for adults will be £5.00 and £3.00 for 
children. This will be the online rates. Payments on 
the gates however will be £7.00 adults and £4.00 
children. Car parking on site will be £3.00. Disabled 
parking will be fine but drivers must show disability 
badges.

The event will start at 12pm and end at 5pm.

Please spread the word guys, we want to have 
as much local people in attendance as possible 
and really want to get you involved with the 
development of the site.

We have had some great interaction with 
Wednesfield RBL who will be supporting us on the 
day with the use of their facilities.

For more information call us on 07932 348894
Website: npvfootdev.co.uk
Email: npvfootballdevelopment@yahoo.co.uk

New Park Village 
Football Development
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As the 2025/26 season comes to 
an end, AFC Wolverhampton City 
Manager John Griffiths reflects 
on a breakthrough season for 
Wolverhampton’s only Midland 
Football League Premier Division 
football club.
“This season will be remembered as another major 
step forward for AFC Wolverhampton City, despite 
the heartbreak of missing out in the play-offs. 
Finishing 5th in the league, matching the club’s 
joint-best finish at this level, was a remarkable 
achievement and further proof of the progress 
being made both on and off the pitch.”

“Across the campaign, City showed consistency, 
resilience and quality, competing with some of the 
division’s strongest sides and earning important 
victories throughout the season. Supporters have 
seen a squad grow in confidence and maturity, 
with the team developing a style of football that 
has made them difficult opponents for anyone in 
the league.”

“Securing a play-off place was richly deserved 
after months of hard work and although the league 
season ultimately ended in disappointment in the 
promotion race, there is little doubt that the club 
has continued to move in the right direction. The 
pain of falling short will no doubt fuel the ambition 
within the dressing room going into next season.”

“One of the standout features of the campaign 
has been the unity around the club. Players, 
management, volunteers and supporters have 
all played their part in helping create a positive 
atmosphere around AFC Wolverhampton 
City. Home matches have continued to attract 
passionate backing, with fans following the team in 
stronger numbers than previous seasons.”

“Reaching the final of the JW Hunt Cup is another 
significant achievement and offers the players the 
chance to cap off an already memorable season 
in style.”

Readers will be reading this after the fixture v 
Dudley Town at Molineux, which took place on 
Tuesday May 26th, but going into it Griffiths said 
“Whatever happens in the final, there is a growing 
sense that AFC Wolverhampton City are building 
something special. Matching the club’s best-ever 
finish at this level demonstrates how far the team 
has come, while the experiences gained during 
the play-off push could prove invaluable in the 
years ahead.”

If you’d like to find out more about 
Wolverhampton’s only Midland Football League 
Premier Division football club (Prestige Midlands 
Arena, Castlecroft Road, WV3 8NA) ahead of the 
summer and next season, you can find them on 
at @AFC_WC across X, Instagram and TikTok and 
AFC Wolverhampton City on Facebook.

AFC Wolverhampton 
City – Season Review
By Robbie Meakin



Are you having problems getting 
in & out of your Bath. We will 

remove the Bath & Fit an easy 
access low level round, square 

or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower, 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2550.00 
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A festival described as bringing “a bit of 
Edinburgh magic” to the Midlands is set 
to return to Wolverhampton.
The first Midlands Fringe festival was held last year 
and, after securing new funding, the organisers 
said it would take place again in July.

Plans include 30 shows in venues across the city 
centre over two weekends, with a further three 
headline events at the city’s Arena Theatre.

The festival will open on 17 July and run until 26 July.

It is organised by Poets, Prattlers and 
Pandemonialists, a collective of Black Country 

poets, writers and performers, including Emma 
Purshouse, Dave Pitt and Steve Pottinger.

Purshouse said: “The quality of acts we attracted 
in 2025, as well as the feedback we got from them 
and from audiences who came along to enjoy 
their shows, made the first Midlands Fringe really 
exciting and positive.

“We’re looking forward to making this year’s festival 
even better, and bringing the best in Fringe theatre 
and comedy to Wolverhampton.”

Emma told the magazine, “A lot of the venues 
will be cafes/pubs etc. Some shows will be at 
Arena Theatre in Wolves. Many of the events are 
unticketed so folk turn up until the venue is full (like 
it is on the Edinburgh free fringe), and then it’s pay-
as-you-feel so folk who can’t afford to pay aren’t 
excluded. The shows at main house Arena theatre 
will be their normal ticket prices though.”

Last year’s festival was funded by just under 
£9,000 from Arts Council England, and the team 
has once again been awarded public funding by 
the National Lottery.

For more news on this event, including 
announcements on acts, shows and venues, visit; 
www.midlandsfringe.co.uk

Wolverhampton Fringe 
Festival Set to Return





38 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



From page 10

the next issue of

is out on 
28th July

Booking deadline
1st July

If you want to get your  
message out to approx.  

30,000 local people, email:  
simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com  

or call Simon on: 07534 603662.
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All  Window Styles
French Doors
Composite Doors
Stable Doors
Aluminium Bi-Fold Doors
Flush Fit  Frames
Fascia ,  Soffits & Guttering
All  Window Repairs
Welded/Mechanical

01902 488 334
WOLVERHAMPTON

01922 400 029
WALSALL/WILLENHALL

MANUFACTURERS &
INSTALLERS OF

UPVC & ALUMINIUM
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WWW.ASHMOREGLASS.CO.UK
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Unit 9, 10, 17, 18 19, 29 & 30, Essington Industrial Estate, 
Bognop Rd, Essington, Wolverhampton WV11 2BA

FIND US AT


