
It’s never too late to learn
Change your life’s direction. Upskill, reskill, or try something new. 
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
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Wolverhampton 
City Life

6. Editor�s Welcome
8. Bentley Bridge PSPO Plan
10. Crossword
12. Compton Care
14. New Year�s Honours
16. Wolverhampton Community First CIC
18. Mind by JB
20. City of Wolverhampton College
22. News in Brief
24. W�ton Literature Festival
26. Your Guide to Choosing Nurseries
28. Win Grand Theatre Tickets
32. National Trust Walks
34. Sureena Brackenbridge MP
36. Bene� ts of Playing Golf
38. Kids� Puzzles
39. Crossword Answers

P12

P18

P28
4 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Unit 5, Neachells Lane, Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands, W11 3QG

2026 - Our 15th Year in Business

Call now for a free installation quotation
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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the February/March 
issue of Wolverhampton City Life.
I’d like to wish my loyal and supportive readers 
a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year. I’m 
hopeful that this is going to be a really good year 
for the magazines as we’ve added Dudley Life to 
our portfolio. 

It’s quite exciting and slightly scary, launching a 
new magazine, but I feel cautiously optimistic that 
the lovely people of Dudley will appreciate what 
we have to offer.

I think it’s good to look forward, but it’s also a 
worthwhile exercise to re�ect on the last 12 months.

The one big change I’ve noticed is how unreliable 
the internet has become. I’m constantly watching 
videos (that’s not all I do, by the way!) on social 
media thinking, is this real or fake?

Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) has a lot to answer for. I 
use AI in my work and it’s really good. However, it’s 
also being used by some to imitate people, which 
is clearly worrying. I only use it sparingly, often to 
re-phrase articles, on the days when my brain won’t 
do that for me.

To be fair, some of the videos that people come up 
with are really impressive and I’m all for that kind of 
thing if it’s just for fun, but that’s not always the case.

I’d like to think by now, my readers accept that 
what appears in these magazines is genuine and 
accurate. I do my best to check the facts before we 
go to print and I don’t think we’ve got much wrong 
over the years.

Perhaps this is why the magazines are now 
stronger than ever. Maybe advertisers have lost 
faith in the internet? Trust is important. Ask any 
politician… and the BBC!

Obviously, criminals have cottoned on to the fact 
that people can be easily convinced that something 
is real. Even things like copying the voice of a loved 
one or a close friend. So, if someone contacts you 
and you feel it’s not quite right, please take a breath 
and ask some probing questions. If they’re genuine, 
they won’t mind. If not, put the phone down.

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, 
our advertisers are vitally important to the to the 
continuation of this magazine. Please have a look 
at their adverts and if you do purchase anything 
from them, PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SA W THE 
ADVERT IN WOLVERHAMPTON CITY LIFE!

The next issue will cover April and May and will be 
out on 25th March so if you want to be in it, please 
contact me by 28th February. 

Enjoy your read!

S�m��
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People can have their say 
about proposals to introduce a 
‘Public Space Protection Order’ 
(PSPO) to help tackle anti-social 
behaviour around the Bentley 
Bridge area.
A consultation is now underway into the order, 
which would give police powers to ask groups of 
three or more people to vacate the area if there 
is reason to believe they are causing or likely to 
cause a nuisance, and to remove face coverings if 
they have no reasonable grounds to wear them.

These proposals are 
being put forward 
to tackle a steady 
increase in anti-
social behaviour 
– largely involving 
groups of youths – 
in and around the 
retail and leisure 
park in recent 
years, and have 
been speci�cally 
developed to target 
those responsible. 

It would not affect people gathering to shop 
or visit the retail and leisure park, nor would 

it discriminate against those 
legitimately wearing a face covering, 
for example for medical reasons or 
religious purposes.

The consultation is now underway 
with people able to have their say 
until 11.59pm on 26 February, 2026. 
To get involved, please visit https://
consultation.wolverhampton.gov.
uk/cwc/bentleybridgepspo/

A similar PSPO introduced in 
Wolverhampton city centre last 
year has had a positive impact, 
contributing to a 16% reduction in 
recorded crime within the city centre, 
including a 50% fall in robberies. 

Councillor Obaida Ahmed, the City of 
Wolverhampton Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Health, Wellbeing and Community, and Wellbeing, 
said: “Bentley Bridge is an incredibly popular retail 
and leisure venue and we want to ensure it remains 
a welcoming and safe place for everyone to visit.

“Public Space Protection Orders are designed to 
ensure the law-abiding majority can continue to use 
and enjoy public spaces, safe from the threat of 
anti-social behaviour or nuisance.

“Data shows an increase in incidents of anti-
social behaviour in the area over recent years, 
and, where a group of people or an individual is 
likely to cause, or is causing, anti-social behaviour, 
the PSPO would give police the authority to ask 

them to leave the area and 
remove any face coverings 
being purposefully used to 
disguise their identity.

“We’ve seen the impact 
that the city centre PSPO 
has had, and we want 
to hear what residents, 
businesses and visitors 
to Bentley Bridge think of 
these proposals – so please 
have your say.”

If approved, the order will be introduced in due 
course and will cover the whole of the Bentley 
Bridge retail and leisure park. 

Have Your Say About 
Bentley Bridge PSPO Plan 
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Specialist palliative and bereavement 
support provider, Compton Care, is 
looking forward to the return of its 
exciting charity cycle event taking place 
on Sunday, 17 May, and is offering a £5 
early bird discount.
Starting from Dudley Kingswinford Rugby Club 
in Kingswinford, Cycle for Compton offers three 
exciting new routes to choose from, including an 
exhilarating off-road option.

The Short Route is a 44-mile ride through the 
beautiful scenery of Pattingham, Coalbrookdale 
and Bridgnorth. The Long Route is a 90-mile 
challenge and will take seasoned cyclists through 
Ryton, Church Stretton, Bridgnorth and Claverley. 
And for those who prefer off-road thrills, there is a 
40-mile route taking in the trails around the Severn 
Valley Railway, Jack Mytton Way and Dudmaston. 
The event is open to both pedal and e-bikes, and 
participants aged 14+ are welcome (under 18s 
must be accompanied by an adult).

Cycling legend and Compton Patron Hugh Porter 
MBE along with Compton Ambassador Brendon 
Turner, no stranger to cycling challenges as 
founder of the Lord Bilston Big Challenge, helped 
to launch the event today.

Hugh said: “We are really looking forward to 
supporting Compton Care once again with its 
charity cycling event. One thing we hear time 

and again from 
previous participants 
is how amazing the 
atmosphere is on the 
day. With an early 
bird offer of £5 off 
your entry fee, now 
is the time to sign 
up, start training 
and fundraising for 
this vital charity that 
supports so many 
local families in need.”

Cyclists are 
encouraged to raise 
much needed funds 
for the charity which 
supports local people 
living with life limiting 

conditions through its range of specialist services. 
Compton provides clinical care on its Inpatient 
Unit and supports patients out in the community, 
providing expert care in the place they call home. 
Patients’ families also have access to the charity’s 
services and bereavement support.

Brendon added: “Compton Care is a charity very 
close to my heart and, having taken part in its 
previous cycling events, I’m really excited about 
this year’s Cycle for Compton and the new routes 
to choose from. These events raise thousands of 
pounds for local people and their families, which 
is just incredible. Whether you’re a novice wanting 
to put in some training or an experienced cyclist 
up for a challenge, you’ll be supporting your local 
community at the same time, so sign up today.”

Everyone who takes part in the event will receive 
an exclusive Cycle for Compton medal and there 
are food and drink stations to keep cyclists fuelled 
and hydrated on all routes (and post-ride), along 
with mechanical and medical support ensuring 
every participant feels safe and supported.

The charity is offering a £5 discount to anyone 
registering for the event before Monday,  
16 February. To make the most of this early 
bird offer and to �nd out more, please 
visit�comptoncare.org.uk/cycleforcompton�and 
enter code CYCLE5 at registration.

Saddle up for Compton Care! 

L-R : Hugh Porter MBE - Compton Care Patron, Cara Bright – Compton Care Community and 
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NO PRESSURE SELLING    |   NO 2-3hr VISITS
NO CALLING THE MANAGER FOR A BETTER PRICE

Just a simple measure and one price quote. No sales tactics or games.
Call today, for a FREE no obligation quote.

01902 475 263
www.appleglasscompany.co.uk

WE ARE INSTALLING IN YOUR AREA!
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Community 
First CIC is a 
Wolverhampton-
based community 
interest company 
dedicated to 
improving life 
chances for 
children, young 
people and families 
through early 
intervention, skills 
development and 
community-led 
support. 
Our work is rooted in responding directly to local 
need, particularly in areas affected by high youth 
unemployment, social exclusion and rising levels of 
serious youth violence.

One of our core projects is around 
entrepreneurship, where young people and 
residents can come in and start their own 
business the very same day, we feel this is an 
amazing opportunity considering Wolverhampton 
has the highest youth unemployment rate in 
the country. We also have key courses like our 
Motor Mechanics Project, (Level 1 and Level 
2 Motor Mechanics), Sports Leaders Project 
amongst others, all our courses are designed with 
progression at the heart of them, meaning not only 
can the young person walk straight into a job, he 
could also start his own business up and become 
an entrepreneur.

We design and deliver targeted programmes that 
support young people into education, training and 
employment, with a strong focus on practical, 
employer-led pathways. Based off our motto 
‘Todays Entrepreneur, Tomorrows Employer’ This 
includes vocational training, employability 
support and progression routes aligned to the local 
labour market, ensuring participants gain relevant 
skills that lead to real job opportunities or self-
employment. Alongside this, we work closely with 
young people to build con�dence, resilience and 
positive aspirations, helping to divert them away 
from crime and towards sustainable futures.

Community First CIC also facilitates the 
Wolverhampton Voluntary and Community 
Forum, through this forum, we aim to support 
collaboration, information sharing and engagement 
across the city.

In addition, we deliver community engagement 
activities, consultation events and place-based 
initiatives that empower residents to shape 
services and in�uence local development. 
By combining frontline delivery with strategic 
coordination and partnership working, Community 
First CIC acts as a bridge between communities, 
funders and decision-makers, ensuring local voices 
are heard and community-led solutions remain at 
the heart of Wolverhampton’s future.

This is only a summary, if you would like further 
information, please email us on�info@wlvcf.org.uk

Wolverhampton Community First CIC  
Improving life chances for the people of Wolverhampton
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Jim Bertram has 
launched a Community 
Interest Company (CIC) 
to help men struggling 
with mental health 
challenges.
Just over two years ago, Jim 
had meticulously planned 
to take his own life.  He’d 
bought a length of rope and 
decided on a time and place 
to commit the unthinkable.

Fortunately, his wife Jo 
noticed a change in his 
mood and interrogated Jim 
about his behaviour, to the 
point that he broke down and 
admitted his plans.

Jim was born in Lanarkshire in 
1967 and had a normal upbringing and happy family 
memories as a young child, this changed around the 
age of 13 years old when he put more demands on 
himself �tness wise as he pushed to become a better 
footballer.

Jim says, “During a local cup �nal with my father 
watching, I had the game if my life, scoring two 
goals and setting up two more in a 4-1 win and 
being voted man of the match.  However, after the 
game everyone commented that I looked as though 
I had lost, and how unhappy I seemed.  I couldn’t 
help feeling I should have done better.”

Jim continues, “This was a trait that I would adopt 
through both my career and personal life as I set 

unrealistic 
expectations 
and then 
tortured 
myself when 
I didn’t 
achieve 
them. This 
allowed me 
to achieve 
massive 
things 
though; 
Erecting 
steelwork 

worldwide, selling over 
500 cars in a week and 
1500 in a month. raising 
over £211,000 for charity, 
being recognised as top 1% 
worldwide on Just Giving 
2013/2014.”

But he was still unhappy 
and always thought he had 
failed or not done enough. 
In June 2023 after 6 weeks 
of withdrawing from friends 
and family and sliding into 
a negative black hole he 
just wanted to end all the 
pain and saw no purpose of 
being alive. 

He adds, “On 15th June, 
after another morning 
of negative self-talk, my 

plan was to use the rope I had purchased to hang 
myself and end my life. I planned in �ne detail 
how and when I would do it and was committed 
to follow through that day. My wife Jo noticed 
something was wrong and pestered me asking 
what was wrong and I kept saying I was �ne, she 
wouldn’t accept that and relentlessly kept pushing 
me to the stage of falling out with me, at which 
point I broke down emotionally and broke my heart 
and confessed everything I planned to do.”

Jim and Jo launched Mind By JB at the Mount 
Hotel, Wolverhampton in late 2025, with friends, 
family and businesses, who are supporting this 
new venture.

Jim now wants to help other men going through 
similar challenges.  He’d like to hear from schools, 
community groups, 
business and local 
governments services.   

Please get in touch 
on the following; 
MindbyJB CIC on 
Facebook Instagram 
and Tik-Toc, email� 
Jim.bertram@sky.com  
or phone 07983 
080596.

Mind By JB Helping Men with Mental  
Health Challenges

Jim Bertram

Julie Pietriagallo and Jim BertramL-R: Jude Aston, Jim Bertram and Kris Boyd









On the 9th of  November 2025, at The New 
Testament Church Of God, 173 Wednes�eld Road, 
Wolverhampton WV10 0EN, a memorial service 
was held to honour the memory of those who 
lost their lives in two World Wars, together with 
subsequent con�icts, the event also celebrated the 
60th Anniversary of the Race Relations Act 1965, 
following the event, there was a free community 
meal for all guests. After the meal, guests signed 
up for further information regarding the Windrush 
compensation scheme.

The Windrush Compensation Scheme (WCS) 
provides �nancial redress to the Windrush 
generation and their families for losses caused by 
being unable to prove their lawful status in the UK, 
covering hardships like job loss, housing issues, 
detention, and impact on life, with applications 
free, offering preliminary payments and supporting 
claims for various losses, including those for 
deceased relatives, with eligibility extending to 
those arriving before 1988.

If you have previously served in the Armed Forces 
or believe that you have been impacted by any 
of the above and would like support or guidance 
concerning the Windrush Compensation scheme, 
please call Sian Computers on 01902 651698 or 
email: siancomputers.comm.init.cic@gmail.com

Wolverhampton ranked fourth-best 
place in England to grow old
Wolverhampton is ranked the fourth-best place to 
grow old in England, according to new research 
compiled by Health Connect Global.

�x��From average life expectancy to the number of 
GPs to the most beds in care homes to A&E wait 
times, new analysis looks at which English towns 
and cities are the best places to grow old in.

�x��Wolverhampton places 4th nationally, ranking 
third in the entire country for its exceptional GP 
provision, according to the data compiled by 
Health Connect Global.

�x��Regionally, Solihull ranks 3rd, while Birmingham 
and Coventry place much lower in the rankings.

The analysis reveals Windsor and Maidenhead, 
Hartlepool, and Solihull as the top three areas 
for older people to consider living nationally, with 
Wolverhampton following closely in 4th place.

Wolverhampton claims 4th place overall, scoring 
well for its outstanding GP provision, with 18 
surgeries per 100,000 people, ranking 3rd in the 
country. The town also has the 3rd best A&E 
performance in the country, with just 18.40% of 
patients waiting over 4 hours.

News In Brief
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More acts have been announced as part 
of Wolverhampton Literature Festival’s 
vibrant programme of literature, poetry, 
dance and more which takes place 
across the city’s arts and culture venues 
from Friday 6 to Sunday 8 February 
2026, with pre-Festival events starting on 
Saturday 31 January. 
The festival is delighted to welcome�Natalie 
Haynes, acclaimed author of�A Thousand 
Ships�and�Pandora’s Jar, to discuss her powerful 
new book�No Friend to This House - a luminous 
retelling of the myth of Medea and her turbulent 
relationship with Jason.

To celebrate the recent publication of the com-
panion book to the acclaimed documentary Chil-
dren�Of�The�Wicker�Man, Wolverhampton�Literature 
Festival is excited to invite Justin Hardy and Chris 
Nunn for a documentary screening and Q&A.

Where there are friends there are secrets: Wolver-
hampton Literature Festival is delighted to present 
two of the UK’s top thriller writers to discuss their 
latest works. Wolverhampton’s own Mark Edwards  
will be welcoming us to dinner where a twisting 
psychological drama between erstwhile graduates 
is about to open (The 
Wasp Trap). TM Logan  
will be bringing a group 
of friends renting a 
converted farmhouse 
in the Yorkshire Dales, 
who have little idea that 
this one weekend may 
change the course of 
their lives forever (The 
Weekend). Expect an 
event full of festering 
secrets,�blackmail�and 
tragedy.�Maybe by�the 
end, you will be left to 
question - could some 
of�your�best friends be 
psychopaths?�

Arena Theatre welcomes Stuart Maconie who will 
be speaking about the Beatles. Everyone knows 
a Beatles tune, but their story goes beyond the 
omnipresent songs and iconic albums. The Beat-
les narrative has both shaped and re�ected the 
country we live in today. Four lads from Liverpool 
have taken a seat alongside Shakespeare as one of 
our key cultural exports to the world, a world they 
changed and re-made in their own image in a blaze 
of creativity. But these four distinct personalities 
changed the world not in isolation but with more 
than a little help from their friends.

Councillor Chris Burden, Cabinet Member for City 
Development, Jobs and Skills, said: “With more 
than 90 events happening across Wolverhamp-
ton, 2026’s Literature Festival truly has something 
for everyone – whether you’re inspired by poetry, 
intrigued by new �ction or seeking family-friendly 
entertainment.

“This is a city-wide celebration of creativity, culture 
and connection, where stories take centre stage 
and voices from every background are heard. It’s a 
Festival that’s vibrant, inclusive, and brimming with 
inspiration. I encourage everyone to take part and 
secure their tickets.”

Festival dates: Friday 6 to Sunday 8 February 
2026, with pre-Festival events starting on Saturday 

31 January.

Check out the full line up and get your 
tickets at Wolverhampton Art Gallery 
Box Of�ce* or via our�website.

www.wolvesliteraturefestival.co.uk

Wolverhampton Art Gallery is free to 
visit Monday to Saturday (10.30am to 
4.30pm) and Sunday (11am to 4pm). 
Glaze café is open Monday to Sat-
urday (10.30am to 4pm) and Sunday 
(11am to 3.30pm). For more infor-
mation visit�Wolverhampton Arts and 
Culture.

*For events held at Arena Theatre or 
Wolverhampton Art Centre, please use the 
respective venue’s box of�ce.

More Acts 
Announced for 
Wolverhampton 
Literature Festival 
2026

Justin Hardy and Dominic Hardy courtesy of Tim Sturgess, Express & Star

Stuart Maconie - courtesy of  
The Sunday Times, News Licensing









- COMPETITION -

WIN  
TICKETS TO SEE 

THE SENSATIONAL 
60’S EXPERIENCE

AT THE

THE SENSATIONAL 60’S EXPERIENCE�is 
the�biggest 60’s show on tour. Featuring an 
incredible ensemble of�original artistes and band 
members, this is the ultimate festival of nostalgia 
that will have you stepping back in time to that 
magical decade of music and memories.

Whether you’re reliving the soundtrack of your 
youth or discovering what your parents have been 
raving about, this is the must-see show of 2026!

Starring�Dozy Beaky Mick & Tich,�The Trems 
(featuring Jeff Brown former member of The 
Tremeloes), The Fortunes, The Swinging Blue 
Jeans, Spencer James (40 years lead singer 
with The Searchers), and�Vanity Fare, this 
unforgettable night is packed with timeless classics 
like:�The Legend of Xanadu,�Silence Is Golden, 
Storm in a Teacup, Hippy Hippy Shake, Needles 
and Pins, Hitchin’ a Ride, plus many more!

Get ready to be transported to a time when pop 
music was at its very best.�The Sensational 60’s 
Experience�is a show you’ll never forget!

The show is on at The Grand Theatre Wolverhampton 
on Sunday 12th�April. The concert commences at 
3.00pm and tickets are available from the box of� ce on 
01902 429 212 or online www.grandtheatre.co.uk

To be in with a chance of winning a pair of 
tickets, just answer the question below.

In which year did Apollo 11 land on 
the moon?

Answer ..............................................

Name ................................................

Address ............................................

Post code .........................................

Tel no ................................................

Answers must be received by 6pm on 
Friday 27th February. Winners will be 
noti� ed the following week.

Please email your answers to; 
simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com or 
post the entry form above to; Sensational 
60s Competition, 16 Holberg Grove, 
Wolverhampton, WV11 3LE. Please tell us 
if you will require any disabled seating in 
the theatre.
Normal West Midlands Magazines competition rules 
apply – see website for details.





Rylan Clark arrives with the 
energy of someone who 
genuinely enjoys life. “Honestly, 
I wake up each morning and 
think, ‘What madness awaits 
today?’” he laughs. “If it’s not 
my mum telling me my hair’s 
too high, it’s a producer asking 
if I’ll wear a sparkly suit. It’s all 
part of the fun.”

Rylan, now 37, has come a 
long way from the nervous 
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on The X Factor. “I look back 
and just want to give that lad 
a hug,” he says. “He wanted to 
entertain people - that was it. I 
never thought I’d end up doing 
half the stuff I’ve done.”
His presenting portfolio is 

vast: Strictly: It 
Takes Two, This 
Morning, radio 
work, prime-time 
game shows. 
In the swathe of 
activity, Rylan has 
become one of Britain’s 
most recognisable faces. 
“TV’s my playground,” 
he grins. “I love live stuff. 
Anything can happen. 
Sometimes it does.”

This past year has also been 
about personal growth for 
the affable broadcaster. 
He’s spoken openly about 
mental health, heartbreak and 
rebuilding. “I reached a point 

where I had to stop 
pretending everything 
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tone softening. “Once 
you admit you’re 
struggling, life gets 
lighter. I want people 
to know it’s okay to fall 
apart a bit.”

Now in a steadier 
chapter, he’s excited 
about future projects. 
“There’s talk of a 
documentary, maybe 
a new entertainment 
series. I can’t say 
much, but 2026’s 
looking busy. I’m 
happiest when 
I’ve got ten plates 
spinning… as long as 
none of them 
are breakable!”

Rylan 
remains devoted 
to Essex, where he still lives. 
“People think I’d move to LA 
or London full-time,” he says, 
“but Essex is home. You can’t 
beat the vibe there – it’s big 
characters, big hearts, big 
opinions, big hair, big laughs. I 
�Û���¥���‘�?�3�:�¥���?�`�&�B
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public persona, this is 
someone who is naturally 
shy. “People think I stride into 
every room like I own it,” he 
says, “but the truth is, I still 
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something you have - it’s 
something you practise, and 
I’ve spent years putting on a 
front to ensure I can get in, 
make it through and get out of 
a situation.

“It’s still something I need to 
practise daily, but I know that 
if the teenage me could see 
all this,” he says, gesturing 
around, “he’d pass out, wake 
up, then pass out again. But 
he’d be proud. And that’s what 
matters, isn’t it?”

Loving Life
Presenter Rylan Clark on reinvention, 
resilience, and why he still feels like the same 
lad from Essex who once worried nobody 
would take him seriously.





Wrap up warm and head out 
into the winter landscape on a 
walk at one of the National Trust 
places near you in Shropshire 
and Staffordshire.
With trails meandering through ancient woodland, 
bracing strolls across wild and windy hills, and 
frosty paths around historic gardens, winter is a 
truly special time to explore the outdoors. Even 
the rain brings its delights, leaving puddles for little 
wellies to splash in, and the early sunsets kiss the 
landscape with dreamy pastel hues.

For nature lovers, the colder months are a 
particular treat. Paw prints in the snow and mud 
tell stories of the animals that have padded that 
way, bare tree branches reveal woodland residents 
as they forage for food, and the frosty quiet 
showcases the crisp notes of birdsong.

Of course, no winter walk at a National Trust place 
is complete without a visit to the cosy tearoom to 
thaw out with a hot drink, warming bowl of soup or 
a seasonal treat.

So, grab your boots and head out for a winter 
adventure near you:

KINVER EDGE AND THE  
ROCk HOUSES

Blow away the cobwebs with a bracing walk on 
Kinver Edge. Car parks are open daily and parking 
is free for all. Climb to the top of the hillfort and 
take in a winter sun rise or early sunset. On crisp, 
clear days you can enjoy panoramic views across 
three counties: Staffordshire, Shropshire and 
Worcestershire.

Dogs are welcome. Please look out for signage that 
shows on and off-lead areas.

DUDMASTON ESTATE, 
COMER WOODS
Discover the wider Dudmaston Estate by following 
the trails in Comer Woods. The Explorer Trail is a 
multi-use circular path which begins and ends at the 
carpark. And it’s designed for everyone, including 
walkers, runners, cyclists and adapted wheelchair 
users. Along the way, you’ll �nd an agility trail, with 
balance beams and a tight rope. Further on, there’s 
a great spot for den building.� Challenge your family 
to build the best woodland shelter before continuing 
on your way, then stop off in Heath Meadow for 
some outdoor games on your return and treat 
yourself to a hot drink or bake from the cafe.

Dogs are welcome at Comer Woods. A mobility 
vehicle is available for loan.

WIGHTwICk MANOR  
AND GARDENS
Winter is the perfect time to see the structure 
of Wightwick’s garden, when the evergreen, 
geometrical yew hedging appears bolder and the 
architectural lines of the terraces and balustrades 
are clearer.

Pick up a warm drink from the tea-room and take 
a brisk walk across frosty lawns, past frozen pools 
and through crisp woodland.

Dogs on leads are welcome at Wightwick. Mobility 
vehicle and wheelchairs are available for loan.

MOSELEY OLD HALL
Wrap up warm and enjoy a gentle stroll through 
Moseley’s garden and woodland. The Knot Garden 
looks particularly lovely after a dash of frost or a 
sprinkling of snow.

Moseley Old Hall is open until 4 January and then 
closed until February half-term. Dogs are welcome 
at Moseley Old Hall.

Explore Winter’s Wonderland 
with the National T rust

National Trust Images, Courtesy of John Millar

National Trust Images, Courtesy of PJ Howsam





Low Hill Gets £20m 
Funding – But What 
Should it Be Spent On?
It’s been a busy year for me, whether in 
Wolverhampton or Westminster, and there have 
been too many community events, celebrations, 
or meetings to share. However, one thing I would 
love to speak to as many people as possible 
about is the fantastic Pride in Place funding that 
we secured in Parliament for Low Hill and the 
surrounding areas!

But what is Pride in Place? It’s £2 million a year 
for a whole decade, meaning a fresh investment 
of £20 million in Low Hill. That’s the kind of 
money that doesn’t just plaster over cracks, it 
can deliver real, meaningful, lasting change for a 
whole community. And it is community that is the 
keyword for Pride in Place.

This is a pot of money that will be planned for 
and spent by local people. Not civil servants in 
Westminster. Not people who have no idea how our 
community works. It will be spent by you. However, 
that means we need community-focussed local 
people to come forward, muck in, and help to build 
a positive vision for Low Hill!

In the coming months, a chair will be found, and 
a community board will be set up. This board will 
then get to come together, discuss the issues they 
know face our communities, and decide upon the 
best way to spend this money to help the local 
area to improve. I cannot wait to sit on the board 
and listen to all of the inspirational ideas!

Sometimes these pots of money get announced, 
and it feels as if nothing changes for too long. 
That’s why I was thrilled to work with Ministers 
and secure a further £1.5 million, which the 
Government insisted on, half of which must be 
spent quickly to immediately help the community. 
Working with the Council and community, we 
identi�ed a need for a new community Centre in 
Bushbury, and work is already underway!

That’s the difference that boards like this can make 
for their local communities. And I want to get that 
ball rolling as soon as possible. If you, or someone 
you know, would make a fantastic addition to the 
board, get in touch with me! Or maybe you have 
some ideas on how you think the money should be 
spent? If so, I want to hear from you too!

Please get in touch with the of�ce on 
sureena.brackenridge.mp@parliament.uk�or 
01902 288465.

I’m looking forward to hearing from you!

Sureena Brackenridge MP  
Your Member of Parliament for Wolverhampton North-East







The Mount Golf and country Club, 
make 2026 your year and join your 
local golf club that’s going places

The Mount Golf and Country Club, 
make 2026 your year and join your 
local golf club that’s going places

01902 380073 I admin@themount.co.uk
Wrottesley Park Rd, Wolverhampton, WV6 7HL
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