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Specialist palliative and bereavement 
support provider, Compton Care, is 
looking forward to the return of its 
exciting charity cycle event taking place 
on Sunday, 17 May, and is offering a £5 
early bird discount.
Starting from Dudley Kingswinford Rugby Club 
in Kingswinford, Cycle for Compton offers three 
exciting new routes to choose from, including an 
exhilarating off-road option.

The Short Route is a 44-mile ride through the 
beautiful scenery of Pattingham, Coalbrookdale 
and Bridgnorth. The Long Route is a 90-mile 
challenge and will take seasoned cyclists through 
Ryton, Church Stretton, Bridgnorth and Claverley. 
And for those who prefer off-road thrills, there is a 
40-mile route taking in the trails around the Severn 
Valley Railway, Jack Mytton Way and Dudmaston. 
The event is open to both pedal and e-bikes, and 
participants aged 14+ are welcome (under 18s 
must be accompanied by an adult).

Cycling legend and Compton Patron Hugh Porter 
MBE along with Compton Ambassador Brendon 
Turner, no stranger to cycling challenges as 
founder of the Lord Bilston Big Challenge, helped 
to launch the event today.

Hugh said: “We are really looking forward to 
supporting Compton Care once again with its 
charity cycling event. One thing we hear time 

and again from 
previous participants 
is how amazing the 
atmosphere is on the 
day. With an early 
bird offer of £5 off 
your entry fee, now 
is the time to sign 
up, start training 
and fundraising for 
this vital charity that 
supports so many 
local families in need.”

Cyclists are 
encouraged to raise 
much needed funds 
for the charity which 
supports local people 
living with life limiting 

conditions through its range of specialist services. 
Compton provides clinical care on its Inpatient 
Unit and supports patients out in the community, 
providing expert care in the place they call home. 
Patients� families also have access to the charity�s 
services and bereavement support.

Brendon added: “Compton Care is a charity very 
close to my heart and, having taken part in its 
previous cycling events, I’m really excited about 
this year’s Cycle for Compton and the new routes 
to choose from. These events raise thousands of 
pounds for local people and their families, which 
is just incredible. Whether you’re a novice wanting 
to put in some training or an experienced cyclist 
up for a challenge, you’ll be supporting your local 
community at the same time, so sign up today.”

Everyone who takes part in the event will receive 
an exclusive Cycle for Compton medal and there 
are food and drink stations to keep cyclists fuelled 
and hydrated on all routes (and post-ride), along 
with mechanical and medical support ensuring 
every participant feels safe and supported.

The charity is offering a £5 discount to anyone 
registering for the event before Monday,  
16 February. To make the most of this early 
bird offer and to �nd out more, please 
visit�comptoncare.org.uk/cycleforcompton�and 
enter code CYCLE5 at registration.

Saddle up for Compton Care! 

L-R : Hugh Porter MBE - Compton Care Patron, Cara Bright – Compton Care Community and 



Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 

3Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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THE PERFECT COUNTRY 
HAVEN AWAY FROM THE 
HUSTLE AND BUSTLE...

� e converted farm buildings have been 
designed to o� er guests a cosy ‘home 
from home’ and have been lovingly 
restored by owners Linda and Mick 
� ornton, who were keen to retain their 
original character whilst creating a 
stylish and modern interior.

Welcoming visitors from all over the 
world, the couple have long been 
ensuring that their guests enjoy a 
wonderful stay.

As Linda explains: “We have been 
hosting the barn for over 20 years and 
have had guests stay with us from as 
far away as Australia and America, as 
well as from all over the UK. We also 
have a lot of local people stay with us 
too.” Holiday makers, business people, 
those visiting relatives and local people 
needing a place to stay in between a 
house move, renovation works or even 
to recuperate a� er surgery - have all 
enjoyed what New Wood has to o� er.

“� ere are plenty of di� erent reasons 
why guests choose to stay with us at New 
Wood but we hope that the reason they 
return time and time again is because of 
the enjoyable stay they’ve had.”

� e Barn sleeps four people and has 
two bathrooms and � e Stable provides 
accommodation for two. “� e Barn and 
� e Stable both bene� t from a wood 
burning stove,comfy leather sofas and a 
large TV.” � ere’s also parking available 
for up to three cars and free WIFI.

“Our gates open onto a bridle path that 
leads down to the Sta� ordshire and 
Worcestershire canal, with no passing 
tra�  c which is great for walkers and 
cyclists.”

Linda and Mick have worked hard to 
pay attention to those little details that 
make all the di� erence; there are � ower 
boxes and planters outside the cottages, 
as well as a very unique addition in � e 
Barn.

“We’ve got a Wurlitzer juke box 
containing many vinyl records from 
the 1960’s and 1970’s in � e Barn that 
many of our guests love,” adds Linda. 
With so much to o� er, it’s no surprise 
that guests at New Wood Farm can’t 
wait to book their next stay.

New Wood Farm, Hyperion Road, 
Stourton, Nr Stourbridge, DY7 6SJ
www.blackcountrystays.com

For bookings or enquiries please call 01384 390520
or email: enquiries@blackcountrystays.com

If you’re looking for the perfect place to stay in the Black Country then you’ll 
be delighted to � nd New Wood Farm. Located in Stourton - just outside of 
Wollaston – New Wood Farm boasts two beautifully renovated self-catering 
cottages that lie in a tranquil and picturesque countryside setting that’s within 
easy reach of Stourbridge, Kingswinford and Kinver.



PART OF WEST MIDLANDS MAGAZINES L TD
Company No. 10452329
Registered of�ce: 
West Midlands House 
Gipsy Lane 
Willenhall 
WV13 2HA

PUBLISHER/EDITOR
Simon Archer
Tel. 07534 603662

EMAIL
simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com 

WEBSITE
www.westmidslife.com

LETTERS/NOSTALGIA
Send to:
Dudley Life Magazine
16 Holberg Grove
Wolverhampton
WV11 3LE

MAGAZINE DESIGN bY
Ed Wilde
Studio 28
studio@s28.co.uk

PRINTED bY
Buxton Press Limited
Palace Road
Buxton
Derbyshire
SK17 6AE

The Publisher cannot accept loss, damage or omission 
caused by error in the printing of the advert or 
editorial. Adverts are accepted in the understanding 
that descriptions of goods and services are fair and 
accurate. West Midlands Magazines do not endorse 
any advertising material included in the publication. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in any retrieval system or transmitted in any 
form without prior consent of the publisher.

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the �rst issue of the 
Dudley Life Magazine.
I have been promoting this new publication 
on social media and I’ve been pleased and 
encouraged by a lot of the comments, wishing us 
good luck and saying that there is a need for a 
magazine that covers the whole borough.

One or two people have asked how much it will 
cost the taxpayers of Dudley.

Here’s the good news… it won’t cost you a penny 
as it’s nothing to do with the council – although, of 
course, we’d like them to contribute - however, I 
am an independent magazine publisher, so I fund 
it and if we sell enough advertising, that’s what 
pays my wages.

While I’m putting records straight… I should also 
mention that we have no af�liation or bias towards 
any political party.

In the run up to an election, if a candidate wishes 
to pay to advertise themselves and to urge people 
to vote for them, I’ll gladly take their money off 
them, but otherwise, you’ll not �nd me telling you 
where to put your cross.

It’s quite exciting and slightly scary, launching a 
new magazine, but I feel cautiously optimistic that 
the lovely people of Dudley will appreciate what 
we have to offer.

During the 12 years that I’ve been publishing 
magazines, a lot has changed and we’ve had to 
navigate some tricky waters along the way – not 
least COVID and the small matter of me getting 
bowel cancer (long story!).

In that time, the one big change I’ve noticed is how 
unreliable the internet has become. I’m constantly 
watching videos (that’s not all I do, by the way!) on 
social media thinking, is this real or fake?

Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) has a lot to answer for. I 
use AI in my work and it’s really good and to be fair, 
some of the videos that people come up with are 
really impressive and I’m all for that kind of thing if 
it’s just for fun, but that’s not always the case.

Perhaps this is why the magazines have been so 
successful. Maybe advertisers have started to lose 
faith in the internet? Trust is important in the media 
industry. Ask any politician… oh, and the BBC!

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, 
our advertisers are vitally important to the to the 
continuation of this magazine. Please have a look 
at their adverts and if you do purchase anything 
from them, PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SA W THE 
ADVERT IN THE DUDLEY LIFE MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover April and May and will be 
out from 7th April so if you want to be in it, please 
contact Mandy or me by 7th March. Contact 
details opposite.

Enjoy your read!

S�m��



Rose Service
Hearse Only
Just £3,000

Lily Service 
Hearse and 2 
Limousines 
Just £3,500

Tulip Service 
Hearse and 1 Limousine 
Just £3,250 

Bluebell Service 
Horse Drawn Carriage, 
Hearse and 1 Limousine 
Just £3,950 

Hearse and 1 Limousine 

Direct To Crematorium
Just £1,150

Phone our 24 hour care line on 

 01384 848808 
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I am Stuart and I am the founder 
of this funeral home. Here we 
prioritise families and ensure that 
they receive a quality, professional 
service without the extortionate 
cost. We pride ourselves on 
providing exceptional customer 
service 24/7 and offer compassion 
at a time when it is needed most.

Rose, Tulip, Lily and Bluebell services include all third-party fees for all local 
crematoriums, minister or Celebrant fees, 40 service booklets and design,  two doves 
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Dudley Council 
has formally 
submitted plans 
to government 
for up to £20 
million of funding 
to improve parts 
of the borough.
A 10-year Regeneration Plan 
and four-year Investment 
Plan have been formally 
submitted on behalf of the 
Dudley Neighbourhood 
Board. Once approved, the Ministry for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) will 
release up to £20 million of funding over ten years 
from April 2026.

The money will be used for improvements within 
the programme area, which stretches from Priory 
to Dudley Wood and incorporates Netherton and 
Dudley town centres.

Funding was originally announced in 2023 and 
recon�rmed earlier this year through MHCLG’s  
Plan For Neighbourhoods, which is now part of  
the government’s Pride in Place programme.

The plans submitted were shaped by extensive 
community engagement over the summer,  
which saw more than 2,000 people have their  
say on what the priorities for the money should  
be. The documents outline a community vision  
for the next decade and set out the priority areas 
for investment within the �rst four years up to 
March 2030.���

Top priority themes identi�ed included safety 
and security, regeneration and improving high 
streets and heritage. Over the �rst four years up 
to £7m will be available from MHCLG to run the 
programme and deliver against the priorities and 
plans submitted.

The Dudley Neighbourhood Board is leading 
the programme and has representatives from 
community groups, politicians, the police, 

education, visitor attractions and businesses 
operating in the area.

Closely supported by Dudley Council, the board 
is chaired by Neil Thomas. Paul Crofts, CEO at 
Dudley Canal and Caverns, is vice chair.

Councillor Simon Phipps, cabinet member for 
economy and infrastructure, said: “We were 
delighted with the response to the consultation on 
priorities for Plan for Neighbourhoods and those 
who took part made it really clear how they felt 
the money should be spent to improve the places 
where they live. We have used that feedback to 
draft the document which has now been submitted 
to the government for consideration.”

Neil Thomas, Chair of the Dudley Neighbourhood 
Board, said: “As a board we are really proud of 
the plans which have been submitted and the hard 
work which has gone into their development.� The 
engagement responses have been vital to this 
process and our fantastic community researchers 
have helped us to hear from a more diverse range 
of residents than we might have otherwise.”

People can �nd out more about the programme 
at�www.regeneratingdudley.org.uk/plan-for-
neighbourhoods�and also�sign up for ebulletin 
updates.

To �nd more on the wider government programme 
people can visit�www.gov.uk/government/
collections/plan-for-neighbourhoods.

Plans formally submitted for up to 
£20 million government funding

Paul Crofts, vice chair of Dudley Neighbourhood Board, Lauren Burgess Primrose Hill Community 
Church and Councillor Simon Phipps, cabinet member for economy and infastructure









An Introduction 
to This New 
Magazine
By Simon Archer (Editor)

Firstly, thank you for picking 
up a copy of this brand-
new magazine, which is 
put together for the people 
of Dudley, Halesowen and 
Stourbridge.
This magazine is the sixth in our portfolio, 
which started with the Wednes�eld Magazine 
in 2014, followed by the Bilston Magazine later 
that year, Willenhall Life in 2015 and two more 
– Wolverhampton City Life and Darlaston & 
Wednesbury Life in 2016.

We print and distribute 12,000 copies of each 
magazine, so this will take us up to 72,000 copies in 
total now – which I think makes us the biggest print 
media organisation in the West Midlands.

I’ve worked in newspapers and magazines for over 
30 years and I was at the Dudley of�ce of the Express 
& Star in Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, then later in 
Narrowboat Way, so I know the area very well.

My job, as Editor, is to get out into the community 
and �nd articles and features to educate, inform and 
entertain the readers of my magazines.

Your job as readers, is to help me and the other 
readers, by letting me know of any stories that might 
be of interest to the people of the Borough. Please 
don’t be shy. I want to hear from you.

By the way, we don’t do any negative pieces. The 
magazine is all about celebrating the success 
stories and achievements of people, groups and 
businesses in the area.

It’s also here to shine a light on those who maybe 
don’t get much credit or recognition for what they do.

That might be a teacher who’s gone the extra 
mile for their school, or a young person doing 
something in the community, or just a group that 
needs a few more members.

The other magazines we publish, have been bring 
their communities together, very successfully, for 
the last decade or more and we want to bring this 
winning formula to Dudley.

The magazine is also a platform to promote local 
businesses. For the past two months, we’ve been 
reaching out to as many as we can speak to, to 
give them the chance to promote their products 
and services and many have done, as you can see. 
But we know there are a lot more out there, so if 
you know any that might bene�t from some extra 
publicity, please show them this magazine.

I’m very excited to see what this magazine can do 
for the area and I’m really looking forward to meeting 
some of you in the coming weeks and months.

We also have a website which covers the whole 
of the West Midlands – www.westmidslife.com – 
have a look and let us know what you think.

If you have want to speak to me about the 
magazine, for whatever reason, please contact me 
by email @ simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com  
or by phone/text/whatsapp on 07534 603662.

Businesses wishing to talk about our range of 
advertising options, can talk to me or visit the 
website – www.westmidslife.com and download 
the media pack on the ‘Advertise’ page.









One of the West Midlands’ oldest non-
league football clubs has unveiled plans 
for an £800,000 stadium revamp.
Stourbridge FC’s War Memorial Ground at 
Amblecote currently has two stands out of action 
due to safety fears, with the ground sitting close to a 
sandstone ridge.

The Glassboys share the ground with Stourbridge 
Cricket Club, with both leasing their pitches off 
Dudley Council.

Plans for a new long-term lease are being drawn 
up which could help secure major funding for the 
project from national football organisations.

Stourbridge, formed in 1876, are currently battling 
relegation from the Southern League Central 
Premier Division, and the long-running saga over the 
state of their ground has cast a shadow over the last 
two seasons.

“It goes without saying that this has proven to be 
a very frustrating and long road,” said Stourbridge 

chairman Andy Pountney and 
vice-chairman Andy Bullingham in a 
statement.

“Are we at the end of it? Not really."

“The critical part of making these 
works happen is the funding of the 
project which will be circa £800,000. 
Our ability to obtain this size of 
investment is not possible without 
an extended lease on the ground.”

The club has now submitted 
planning permission for the work 
to Dudley Council, and of�cials 
say they will need to raise at least 

£50,000 for the project themselves.

“We are in the process of re-negotiating a 50-year 
lease to ensure Stourbridge FC has its future at the 
War Memorial Ground secured,” added Pountney 
and Bullingham.

The club and council are currently in advanced talks 
and hope to �nalise the annual rent �gure shortly, 
with the club hoping that work can start on the 
stadium upgrade in the coming months ahead.

Stourbridge FC Unveil 
Stadium Revamp Plans
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Halesowen BID is a 
locally led initiative 
designed to support and 
strengthen Halesowen 
town centre. 
A BID is created when businesses in a 
de�ned area vote to invest collectively 
by paying a small additional levy 
on top of their business rates. This 
funding is then reinvested directly 
back into the town, providing projects 
and services that go beyond what the 
local council alone can deliver 

Halesowen BID was established in 
2017 and was the �rst BID in the 
Dudley Borough. Since then, it has 
played a key role in supporting nearly 
500 businesses across the town 
centre. BIDs are well established 
nationally, with more than 330 
operating across the UK, helping towns and cities 
adapt to changing retail habits and economic 
pressures.

At the heart of Halesowen BID are six key objectives. 
One of the main priorities is to boost footfall and 

make the town a more engaging destination. This 
is achieved through events and activities that 
encourage people to visit, spend time in the town, 
and support local traders. Seasonal events, family-
friendly activities and community celebrations all help 
bring Halesowen to life.

Supporting local businesses is another core focus. 
The BID offers practical help including advice, 
networking opportunities and one-to-one guidance, 
helping businesses improve performance, resilience 
and pro�tability. Alongside this, the BID works to 
improve the town’s environment by supporting 
sustainability initiatives, enhancing public spaces 
and creating a cleaner, more welcoming place for 
residents and visitors.

Safety and security are also important. Halesowen 
BID works with partners to help provide a safer town 
centre for customers, staff and business owners. 

Marketing and promotion play a 
vital role too, raising the pro�le of 
Halesowen across the region through 
targeted campaigns and initiatives 
such as the local radio show Hello 
Halesowen on Black Country Radio.

The BID is led by a managing board, 
supported by a BID Manager and 
Town Ambassador, ensuring that 
projects re�ect the priorities of local 
businesses. It also works closely 
with local authorities on regeneration, 
including successfully supporting a 
£20 million Levelling Up investment 
for the town.

Ultimately, 
Halesowen BID 
exists to bring 
businesses 
together 
to create a 
stronger, more 
vibrant and 
sustainable town 

centre that bene�ts the whole 
community.

To see the full article, please visit 
www.westmidslife.com or use 
the QR Code.

Halesowen Business 
Improvement District (BID)

Scan here
to view





Red By Night are a young 4-piece Rock 
band based in Birmingham and the 
Black County. The founding members 
Joseph Sheppard (Guitars & Lead 
Vocals) and Theo Hubbard (Guitars 
& Vocals) hail from the Black Country 
and have recruited the dynamic and 
propulsive rhythm section of Oliver 
Morrough (Drums & Percussion) 
and Emerson Harris (Bass Guitar) to 
complete the foursome. 

Strongly in�uenced by the founding fathers of Rock 
and Metal from the Midlands (including Black Sab-
bath and Led Zeppelin), Red by Night are an extrav-
agantly gifted group of boys who have the technical 
ability to deliver a high energy show the equal of 
anything more seasoned bands have to offer. 

The band has progressed in a short time over the 
last 12 months to headlining the Black Country 
Boat Festival and Loopfest in Shrewsbury and 
packing out iconic venues such as the O2 Academy 
and The Asylum in Birmingham, HMV Coventry 
Empire, The River Rooms in Stourbridge, and The 
Swan Inn in Stourport on Severn. 

They are developing a formidable local following 
and earning a reputation as a ‘must see’ live band 

earning rave reviews on support slots 
alongside international touring acts as 
well as working exclusively with Grammy 
award winning Music Producer Mike 
Exeter (Black Sabbath & Judas Priest 
amongst others).

Red by Night already have a packed 
performance schedule in 2026, including 
multiple festival appearances across the 
Midlands and beyond playing alongside 
more established artists.

Catch them for a performance of high 
octane rock n’ roll at a venue near you 
soon – they will not disappoint.

For more information, please visit:  
www.redbynightband.co.uk, or  
check them out on social media:  
@RedByNightUK  |  @redbynight

Red by Night  
Bringing a new generation of Rock music to the Black Country 





Send in 
The Cones
Hello, my name is Tim Hamilton and learning about 
the past is one of my biggest passions. I have 
worked with museums for over 10 years, helping 
take care of historic objects and preserving and 
sharing their stories. I also volunteer as a Trustee at 
the British Association for Local History, a national 
charity which has a wide range of resources and 
support for anyone interested in Local History.

If you’ve spent any time travelling through Dudley 
recently, you’ll know that patience has become 
a necessary companion. Temporary traf� c lights, 
lane closures, fencing and cones on long term 
loan (inside joke for anyone who’s ever worked 
in a museum) seem to appear overnight, and 
familiar routes can feel unsettled from one week 
to the next. The extension of the tram has brought 
what sometimes feels like carnage in the sections 
that cut through the town centre and surrounding 
areas, even while much of the work is happening 
away from main roads. I’ve started using the tram 
regularly for work in the Jewellery Quarter, and while 
I’m increasingly convinced of its long-term value, I 
understand the frustration. Journeys take longer and 
the town feels permanently under construction, but 
Dudley has lived through moments like this before, 
and we always come out the otherside.

In Dudley and the surrounding area, trams 
operated in one form or another from the 1880s 
until the early 1930s, linking towns such as 
Kingswinford, Stourbridge and Brierley Hill for 
nearly half a century. Their disappearance wasn’t 
the end of disruption; it was simply replaced by 
a different kind, as roads were remodelled for 
buses, cars, and more recently changing priorities 
around pedestrians and cyclists -Burnt Tree 
Island, anyone!?

I was going through some old photographs 
and came across this one from the early 20th 
century which shows tram tracks being welded, 
(presumably repaired) in Wolverhampton. Two 
men crouch over the rails with portable welding 
equipment with a double-decker tram nearby, 
watched by passers-by. What looks like a horse 
and cart stands beside the tram, old and new 
sharing the same space. Although the picture 

wasn’t taken in Dudley, it captures something 
universal about tram works across the Black 
Country: streets dug up, technology laid down 
by hand, and everyday life continuing around the 
disruption. This is what progress has always looked 
like… Noisy, intrusive, and deeply public. 

This second image brings us closer to home. It 
shows the last tram to run between Kingswinford 

Links to the Past
Black Country History with Tim Hamilton



Share your roadworks nightmare with me 
on X (Twitter) @MrTimHamilton 

Further Reading: City to the Black Country: A Nostalgic 
Journey by Bus and Tram By David Harvey (2009)

Further listening on YouTube / Spotify: Nonny Jones – Send in 
the Cones. From ‘Cat Nav’, Guide Cats for the Blind Volume 

4, a collection of songs and poems by Les Barker.

Photos used with the courtesy of the Black Country Living Museum.

and Dudley, paused outside the Cross Hotel on 
the High Street (now Wetherspoons). People 
stand nearby, some watching, others lingering as 
if aware that something ordinary but important 
is coming to an end. That tram once carried 
workers, shoppers and families into Dudley, 
shaping how the High Street functioned as a place 
to work, shop and socialise. When the trams 
disappeared in the early 20th century, the town 
adapted again - this time to buses and cars and 
the High Street changed with it. 

Go back further still, and Dudley was 
already experimenting with new ways 
of moving people. In the 1880s, steam 
trams linked Dudley with Stourbridge 
and Brierley Hill, tackling steep 
gradients that horse-drawn trams 
struggled with. There were concerns 
at the time about noise, smoke and 
disruption, voiced by local authorities 
and residents alike. Those objections 
didn’t stop the line being built though, 
and as always, the change reshaped 
daily life cross the area.

What connects all of these moments is 
a simple truth: transport infrastructure 
has never arrived or been adapted 

quietly. Every generation has 
complained about disruption, and 
every generation has eventually 
absorbed the change.

Today’s works form part of the 
Wednesbury to Brierley Hill tram 
extension, an 11-kilometre route that 
will run largely along former railway 
corridors. Using these disused lines 
has signi�cantly reduced the impact 
on road traf�c across much of the 
route. However, in Dudley and Brierley 
Hill the tram necessarily returns to the 
street. It is in these on-street sections 
where utilities must be moved, stops 
constructed and roads recon�gured 
that disruption is most keenly felt.

The current extension may feel inconvenient, but it 
follows a well-worn pattern. The work will take time 
because it is designed to last, and when complete 
it will reconnect Dudley to the wider region in ways 
that support local businesses, regeneration and 
everyday life. History suggests that the frustration 
will fade far sooner than the bene�ts - and that, in 
time, the tram will once again feel like an ordinary 
part of the town’s rhythm.







Aerial footage has been released 
showing signi�cant progress on the 
new Dudley Interchange, which is 
set to transform public transport 
services in the town centre.
The images show the main steel framework of 
the building is now complete, marking a major 
milestone in the multi-million pound project to build 
a new, modern, future-proofed gateway.

The two-storey facility, which is on track to open 
next year, will include comfortable waiting areas 
and live travel information screens, providing a 
warm welcome for visitors to the town and linking 
bus services to the new West Midlands Metro 
extension, also set to open in 2026.

With the steel structure in place, work will now start 
on installing the roof. The Interchange is being built 
by Taylor Woodrow under contract from Transport 
for West Midlands (TfWM).

Jo Shore, director of delivery with TfWM, said: “We’ve 
worked hard to keep disruption to a minimum and 
would like to thank local businesses and residents for 
their patience throughout the construction."

“Crucially, the Interchange is taking shape and 
will soon offer an accessible, welcoming transport 
gateway that will seamlessly connect Dudley to the 
wider West Midlands via both bus and Metro.”

The video also shows the long side of the building 
where there will be 14 stands for buses, plus a 
coach stand. It will have capacity for up to 156 
departures per hour – almost double the current 
town centre bus service levels.

The Interchange will be co-located with the 
Wednesbury to Brierley Hill Metro extension, giving 
Dudley town centre new, fast public transport links 
to Birmingham, Wolverhampton and other parts 
of the Black Country. It will offer an affordable, 
convenient, cleaner and greener alternative to the 
car for many journeys.

TfWM which is part of the West Midlands Combined 
Authority (WMCA), is delivering on Mayor Richard 
Parker’s ‘Journeys for Everyone’ priority in the 
Dudley area through the introduction of bus priority 
routes and the new light rail extension.

This investment in transport infrastructure is part 
of Dudley Council’s�wider regeneration plans�for 
the town centre.

New Images Show Dudley 
Interchange Building Taking Shape

Dudley Interchange (image credit: Transport for West Midlands)









- COMPETITION -

WIN  
TICKETS TO SEE 

THE SENSATIONAL 
60’S EXPERIENCE

AT THE

THE SENSATIONAL 60’S EXPERIENCE�is 
the�biggest 60’s show on tour. Featuring an 
incredible ensemble of�original artistes and band 
members, this is the ultimate festival of nostalgia 
that will have you stepping back in time to that 
magical decade of music and memories.

Whether you’re reliving the soundtrack of your 
youth or discovering what your parents have been 
raving about, this is the must-see show of 2026!

Starring�Dozy Beaky Mick & Tich,�The Trems 
(featuring Jeff Brown former member of The 
Tremeloes), The Fortunes, The Swinging Blue 
Jeans, Spencer James (40 years lead singer 
with The Searchers), and�Vanity Fare, this 
unforgettable night is packed with timeless classics 
like:�The Legend of Xanadu,�Silence Is Golden, 
Storm in a Teacup, Hippy Hippy Shake, Needles 
and Pins, Hitchin’ a Ride, plus many more!

Get ready to be transported to a time when pop 
music was at its very best.�The Sensational 60’s 
Experience�is a show you’ll never forget!

The show is on at The Grand Theatre Wolverhampton 
on Sunday 12th�April. The concert commences at 
3.00pm and tickets are available from the box of� ce on 
01902 429 212 or online www.grandtheatre.co.uk

To be in with a chance of winning a pair of 
tickets, just answer the question below.

In which year did Apollo 11 land on 
the moon?

Answer ..............................................

Name ................................................

Address ............................................

Post code .........................................

Tel no ................................................

Answers must be received by 6pm on 
Friday 27th February. Winners will be 
noti� ed the following week.

Please email your answers to; 
simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com or 
post the entry form above to; Sensational 
60s Competition, 16 Holberg Grove, 
Wolverhampton, WV11 3LE. Please tell us 
if you will require any disabled seating in 
the theatre.
Normal West Midlands Magazines competition rules 
apply – see website for details.






