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It’s never too late to learn
Change your life’s direction.  
Upskill, reskill, or try something new. 



Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 

3Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Unit 5, Neachells Lane, Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands, W11 3QG

2026 - Our 15th Year in Business

Call now for a free installation quotation



Dear Reader, 
Welcome to the February/March issue of the Darlaston & 
Wednesbury Life magazine.

I’d like to wish my loyal and supportive readers a healthy, 
happy and prosperous New Year (I know it’s a bit late). 
I’m hopeful that this is going to be a good year for the 
magazines as we’ve added Dudley Life to our portfolio.  

It’s quite exciting and slightly scary, launching a new 
magazine, but I feel cautiously optimistic that the lovely 
�W�L�V�W�S�L���V�M���+�\�K�S�L�`���^�P�S�S���H�W�W�Y�L�J�P�H�[�L���^�O�H�[���^�L���O�H�]�L���[�V���V�H�L�Y��

I think it’s good to look forward, but it’s also a worthwhile 
�L�_�L�Y�J�P�Z�L���[�V���Y�L�Å�L�J�[���V�U���[�O�L���S�H�Z�[���������T�V�U�[�O�Z��

The one big change I’ve noticed is how unreliable the 
internet has become.  I’m constantly watching videos 
(that’s not all I do, by the way!) on social media thinking, 
is this real or fake?

�(�Y�[�P�Ä�J�P�H�S���0�U�[�L�S�S�P�N�L�U�J�L�����(�0�����O�H�Z���H���S�V�[���[�V���H�U�Z�^�L�Y���M�V�Y�������0���\�Z�L���(�0��
in my work and it’s really good. However, it’s also being 
used by some to imitate people, which is clearly worry -
ing.  I only use it sparingly, often to re-phrase articles, on 
the days when my brain won’t do that for me.

To be fair, some of the videos that people come up with 
are really impressive and I’m all for that kind of thing if it’s 
just for fun, but that’s not always the case.

I’d like to think by now, my readers accept that what 
appears in these magazines is genuine and accurate.  I 
do my best to check the facts before we go to print and I 
don’t think we’ve got much wrong over the years.

Perhaps this is why the magazines are now stronger than 
ever.  Maybe advertisers have lost faith in the internet?  
Trust is important.  Ask any politician……..and the BBC!

Obviously, criminals have cottoned on to the fact that 
people can be easily convinced that something is real. 
Even things like copying the voice of a loved one or a 
close friend. 

So, if someone contacts you and you feel it’s not quite 
right, please take a breath and ask some probing ques -
tions.  If they’re genuine, they won’t mind.  If not, put the 
phone down.

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, our 
advertisers are vitally important to the continuation of 
this magazine.  Please have a look at their adverts and 
if you do purchase anything from them, PLEASE TELL 
THEM YOU SAW THE ADVERT IN THE DARLASTON & 
WEDNESBURY LIFE MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover April & May and will be out on 
���U�K���(�W�Y�P�S���Z�V���P�M���`�V�\���^�H�U�[���[�V���I�L���P�U���P�[�����W�S�L�H�Z�L���J�V�U�[�H�J�[���T�L���I�`��
7th March.

Enjoy your read! 

Simon

Part of West Midlands Magazines Ltd
�*�V�T�W�H�U�`���5�V������������������� 
�9�L�N�P�Z�[�L�Y�L�K���V�I�J�L�"���>�L�Z�[���4�P�K�S�H�U�K�Z���/�V�\�Z�L�����.�P�W�Z�`��
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Your new 

DRIVE THRU 
STORE

is open

GALLAGHER SHOPPING PARK, WEDNESBURY

MONDAY – FRIDAY 05:00 – 22:00
SATURDAY 06:00 – 21:00  SUNDAY 07:00 – 19:00

*16+. App required. T&Cs apply. See: www.costa.co.uk/costa-club/terms-of-use  ©Costa Limited 2026

Download the Costa Club app to start earning rewards *















Get your brand seen, build awareness 
and attract more customers.

Call Mandy on 07375 052565
Email mandy@westmidlandsmagazines.com

Reach 
THOUSANDS

in our network of
72,000 printed 
magazines, distributed 
every 2 months across 
the West Midlands.

Promote 
your 
business

of New Customers!





Rylan Clark arrives with the 
energy of someone who 
genuinely enjoys life. “Honestly, 
I wake up each morning and 
think, ‘What madness awaits 
today?’” he laughs. “If it’s not 
my mum telling me my hair’s 
too high, it’s a producer asking 
if I’ll wear a sparkly suit. It’s all 
part of the fun.”

Rylan, now 37, has come a 
long way from the nervous 
���k�`�¥���™�¥�î�`�¥���Å�:�k���Û���‘�™�¥���î�Ž�Ž���î�‘������
on The X Factor. “I look back 
and just want to give that lad 
a hug,” he says. “He wanted to 
entertain people - that was it. I 
never thought I’d end up doing 
half the stuff I’ve done.”
His presenting portfolio is 

vast: Strictly: It 
Takes Two, This 
Morning, radio 
work, prime-time 
game shows. 
In the swathe of 
activity, Rylan has 
become one of Britain’s 
most recognisable faces. 
“TV’s my playground,” 
he grins. “I love live stuff. 
Anything can happen. 
Sometimes it does.”

This past year has also been 
about personal growth for 
the affable broadcaster. 
He’s spoken openly about 
mental health, heartbreak and 
rebuilding. “I reached a point 

where I had to stop 
pretending everything 
�Å�î�™���Û���`���!�B���:�����™�î�Ë�™�!��
tone softening. “Once 
you admit you’re 
struggling, life gets 
lighter. I want people 
to know it’s okay to fall 
apart a bit.”

Now in a steadier 
chapter, he’s excited 
about future projects. 
“There’s talk of a 
documentary, maybe 
a new entertainment 
series. I can’t say 
much, but 2026’s 
looking busy. I’m 
happiest when 
I’ve got ten plates 
spinning… as long as 
none of them 
are breakable!”

Rylan 
remains devoted 
to Essex, where he still lives. 
“People think I’d move to LA 
or London full-time,” he says, 
“but Essex is home. You can’t 
beat the vibe there – it’s big 
characters, big hearts, big 
opinions, big hair, big laughs. I 
�Û���¥���‘�?�3�:�¥���?�`�&�B

�Þ���¥�������™�Ž�?�¥�����:�?�™���Ü���î�^���k�Ë�î�`�¥��
public persona, this is 
someone who is naturally 
shy. “People think I stride into 
every room like I own it,” he 
says, “but the truth is, I still 
�3���¥���`���‘�Ä�k�­�™�&��� �k�`�Û�������`�������?�™�`�D�¥��
something you have - it’s 
something you practise, and 
I’ve spent years putting on a 
front to ensure I can get in, 
make it through and get out of 
a situation.

“It’s still something I need to 
practise daily, but I know that 
if the teenage me could see 
all this,” he says, gesturing 
around, “he’d pass out, wake 
up, then pass out again. But 
he’d be proud. And that’s what 
matters, isn’t it?”

Loving Life
Presenter Rylan Clark on reinvention, 
resilience, and why he still feels like the same 
lad from Essex who once worried nobody 
would take him seriously.
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BOOK NOW 
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MOTHER’S DAY

WHERE EVERY DAY 
IS A FRESH FEAST

WE CATER FOR ALL OCCASIONS
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Wrap up warm and head out 
into the winter landscape on a 
walk at one of the National Trust 
places near you in Shropshire 
and Staffordshire.
With trails meandering through ancient woodland, 
bracing strolls across wild and windy hills, and 
frosty paths around historic gardens, winter is a 
truly special time to explore the outdoors. Even 
the rain brings its delights, leaving puddles for little 
wellies to splash in, and the early sunsets kiss the 
landscape with dreamy pastel hues.

For nature lovers, the colder months are a 
particular treat. Paw prints in the snow and mud 
tell stories of the animals that have padded that 
way, bare tree branches reveal woodland residents 
as they forage for food, and the frosty quiet 
showcases the crisp notes of birdsong.

Of course, no winter walk at a National Trust place 
is complete without a visit to the cosy tearoom to 
thaw out with a hot drink, warming bowl of soup or 
a seasonal treat.

So, grab your boots and head out for a winter 
adventure near you:

KINVER EDGE AND THE  
ROCk HOUSES

Blow away the cobwebs with a bracing walk on 
Kinver Edge. Car parks are open daily and parking 
is free for all. Climb to the top of the hillfort and 
take in a winter sun rise or early sunset. On crisp, 
clear days you can enjoy panoramic views across 
three counties: Staffordshire, Shropshire and 
Worcestershire.

Dogs are welcome. Please look out for signage that 
shows on and off-lead areas.

DUDMASTON ESTATE, 
COMER WOODS
Discover the wider Dudmaston Estate by following 
the trails in Comer Woods. The Explorer Trail is a 
multi-use circular path which begins and ends at the 
carpark. And it’s designed for everyone, including 
walkers, runners, cyclists and adapted wheelchair 
users. Along the way, you’ll �nd an agility trail, with 
balance beams and a tight rope. Further on, there’s 
a great spot for den building.� Challenge your family 
to build the best woodland shelter before continuing 
on your way, then stop off in Heath Meadow for 
some outdoor games on your return and treat 
yourself to a hot drink or bake from the cafe.

Dogs are welcome at Comer Woods. A mobility 
vehicle is available for loan.

WIGHTwICk MANOR  
AND GARDENS
Winter is the perfect time to see the structure 
of Wightwick’s garden, when the evergreen, 
geometrical yew hedging appears bolder and the 
architectural lines of the terraces and balustrades 
are clearer.

Pick up a warm drink from the tea-room and take 
a brisk walk across frosty lawns, past frozen pools 
and through crisp woodland.

Dogs on leads are welcome at Wightwick. Mobility 
vehicle and wheelchairs are available for loan.

MOSELEY OLD HALL
Wrap up warm and enjoy a gentle stroll through 
Moseley’s garden and woodland. The Knot Garden 
looks particularly lovely after a dash of frost or a 
sprinkling of snow.

Moseley Old Hall is open until 4 January and then 
closed until February half-term. Dogs are welcome 
at Moseley Old Hall.

Explore Winter’s Wonderland 
with the National T rust

National Trust Images, Courtesy of John Millar

National Trust Images, Courtesy of PJ Howsam
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