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New Era Hair Studio is a commercial environment 
within City of Wolverhampton College’s brand new city 
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
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Unit 5, Neachells Lane, Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands, W11 3QG

2026 - Our 15th Year in Business

Call now for a free installation quotation
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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the December/January 
issue of Wolverhampton City Life. 
We all probably say it every year, but hasn’t this 
year �own by? Last time I looked it was Easter, 
now we’re hurtling towards Christmas.

This year will be a bit different for us. Our youngest 
daughter has now moved out, to set up home with 
her �ancé and the eldest, who’s been gone for 4 
years, will be on the other side of the world, touring 
Australia for a month with her �ancé.

Although we’ll be seeing Charl and Tosin at some 
point, Abbi and Mike will be 10,000miles away 
and 10 hours in front.

Obviously, technology will enable us to facetime them 
both, but it won’t be like having them here with us.

It’ll be a mixture of emotions. On the one hand 
we’ll be sad that they can’t be here, but that will be 
tempered by the fact that they’re living their best 
lives and enjoying being young and healthy, so on 
that score, we’ll be really pleased for them.

We’ll have a ‘Christmas Party’ in November before 
they go, so I’ll be doing an early Turkey dinner with 
all the trimmings. The tree will be going up a few 
weeks early and I guess YouTube can provide some 
festive music, oh and I’ll get my presents a month 
early, so it’s not all bad!

While I moan a little about my situation, many 
people are dreading Christmas for other reasons.

With �nancial pressures affecting many families, 
it’s really hard to provide the Christmas experience 
that retailers like Argos, Boots and Selfridges 
portray as the norm.

Steve Guy offers some helpful advice and tips on how 
to get through this time of year if you’re one of those 
parents or carers. Check out his page in the magazine.

The new website has got off to a great start, 
notably with an exclusive interview with the 
Governor of the Bank of England, Andrew Bailey, 
when he visited Wolverhampton recently. If you 
haven’t seen it yet, go to www.westmidslife.com  
We also have a comprehensive What’s On section, 
so you can easily see events like Panto taking place 
across the West Midlands. Oh yes, you can…!

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, 
our advertisers are vitally important to the to the 
continuation of this magazine. Please have a look 
at their adverts and if you do purchase anything 
from them, PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SA W THE 
ADVERT IN WOLVERHAMPTON CITY LIFE!

The next issue will cover Feb & March and will be 
out on 27th January so if you have a business to 
promote or have a story to share, please contact 
me by 8th January.

Enjoy your read!

S�m��





Do You Have a 
Respiratory Condition?
If you do, you might be interested 
in visiting a support group, to 
help you, or your family.

TWIRL (The Wolverhampton Integrated 
Respiratory Lifestyle Group) became a registered 
charity on 15th�January 2019.

Twirl was initially launched in July 2016 with 
funding received from the Clinical Commissiong 
Group in Wolverhampton, the Group originally met 
at the Molineux Football Club.

TWIRL’s original funding expired in December 
2017 but the group was relaunched in February 
2018 as a self-funded group and relocated to The 
Pavilion, Stafford Road, Wolverhampton.�

The group is run by (Chair) Denise Pritchard, 
(Treasurer) Sharon Nisbet and (Secretary) Glynis 

Davies, who are aided by Helen Ward, Respiratory 
Consultant from New Cross Hospital.

They are supported by a committee, consisting 
of Michael Moreton, Hazel Cartwright, Heather 
Lloyd-Campbell and Gladis Meredith.

All of TWIRL’s members have a respiratory 
condition such as COPD (Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease), Bronchiectasis, Pulmonary 
Fibrosis, Emphysema and Chronic Asthma. Carers 
are also welcome to attend. Attendees however 
much be over 18 years of age.

TWIRL is a self-funded charity and our income 
is partly generated by a weekly £6 subscription 
payable each week by members. This amount 
cover tea, coffee and a hot/cold buffet, bingo 
games and a quiz. We also hold a voluntary weekly 
raf�e to help support funding for the Group.��

Anyone suffering from a pulmonary condition 
will be most welcome at TWIRL. It can be 
very comforting to speak to other members to 
exchange ideas, tips on how best to deal with 
breathing issues. Making new friends also reduces 
social isolation.

We are still supported by The Wolverhampton 
NHS Trust who kindly allow a respiratory nurse 
to visit us once a month where members can talk 
through their respiratory medical issues privately.

We do have some talks during the year from the 
Neighbourhood Watch Team, Compton Care and 
The Fraud Team from the Local Authority.�

Should anyone wish to visit the Group they can 
just come along any Wednesday.

Session runs from 12noon - 3.00pm (no meetings 
on Bank Holiday weeks).

Group does not run in December as The Pavilion 
needs the room for Christmas parties.�

The �rst meeting in 2026 will be 14th January. 
Put it in your diary!



NO PRESSURE SELLING    |   NO 2-3hr VISITS
NO CALLING THE MANAGER FOR A BETTER PRICE

Just a simple measure and one price quote. No sales tactics or games.
Call today, for a FREE no obligation quote.

01902 475 263
www.appleglasscompany.co.uk
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City to Turn Orange for 10th Time  
to End Interpersonal Violence
Residents, businesses, 
schools, faith groups, 
charities and other 
organisations are once 
again being encouraged 
to support Orange 
Wolverhampton as the 
city prepares to say ‘no’ 
to interpersonal violence, 
for the 10th time.
Launched in 2015, the annual 
campaign aims to raise awareness 
of the continuing drive to end all 
domestic abuse, including physical 
abuse, coercive control, �nancial 
abuse, sexual violence, female 
genital mutilation, forced marriage, so-called 
honour-based abuse, and stalking and harassment.

Reinforcing the message that there is 
#NoExcuse for violence against women, girls, 
men and boys, local organisations including 
the City of Wolverhampton Council, The Haven 
Wolverhampton, St. George’s House Charity, 
DORCAS, ROSHNI, and many more have joined 
together to champion the support available across 
the city and raise awareness for the campaign.

Orange Wolverhampton runs from 25 November 
until 10 December and supports the UN Orange 
the World campaign to end violence against 
women and girls. In Wolverhampton, there is a 
strong focus on ending interpersonal violence 
against all individuals, whatever their gender.

There will be an Orange Wolverhampton 
information stand at the Mander Centre on Tuesday 
9 December from 10am-3.30pm, with staff on hand 
to raise awareness and hand out orange ribbons 
for people to wear in support of the campaign. 

Organisations across Wolverhampton will be 
supporting this year’s campaign in a range of ways, 
from holding ‘go orange’ days, wearing orange 
ribbons and badges, turning their websites and 
social media channels orange, �ying orange �ags, 
and sharing key messages from the campaign with 
staff, customers and service users. 

Full details of all the events taking place during 
the campaign are now available on the Orange 
Wolverhampton website, www.orangewolves.net

Councillor Obaida Ahmed, the City of 
Wolverhampton Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Health, Wellbeing and Community, said: “For a 
decade, Orange Wolverhampton has been our 
city’s annual call to businesses, public bodies and 
the community to take a stand against interpersonal 
violence. It is a way for us all to say ‘no’ to these 
abhorrent crimes, and to help raise awareness of 
the advice and support available to victims and 
survivors in Wolverhampton.”

For more information about this year’s campaign, and 
free resources, please visit www.orangewolves.net. 

In an emergency, always call police on 999. 

The Orange Wolverhampton campaign 
runs from 25 November, the United Nations 

International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women, until 10 December, 

UN Human Rights Day, and supports the 
United Nations’ Orange the World 16 Days of 
Activism to end violence against women and 

girls. It is co-ordinated by Wolverhampton 
Safeguarding Together, the Safer 

Wolverhampton Partnership and the council.





Wolverhampton’s Mayor for 
2025/26 is Councillor Craig 
Collingswood, who is a 
Wulfrunian born and bred.  His 
daughter Abby will assist him as 
Mayoress.
Editor, Simon Archer, popped into the Mayor’s 
Parlour to �nd out more about the man himself.

Craig was born in New Cross Hospital and 
brought up in Coseley, Bilston.  He went to Manor 
Primary and Park�elds Secondary School.

He worked in local government for many years 
before lecturing at further education colleges and 
then forming a training organisation.

His chosen charities are; Compton Care, Acorns 
Children’s Hospice, Royal Wolverhampton NHS 
Trust Charity (motivated by a nurse daughter), and 
SAFA, the Armed Forces Charity (motivated by a 
son in the army).

He served as an apprentice in mechanical 
engineering, then held administrative roles in 

Wolverhampton City Council and later worked in 
occupational health. His motivation to become a 
councillor stemmed from a desire to honour his 
late father’s legacy.

Craig has served as a councillor for Park Ward for 
14 years and will be up for re-election in May 2026.
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New ‘Beacon of Light’ sculpture 
shining on Wednes�eld

A new community sculpture has taken pride of 
place in the centre of Wednes�eld.

The ‘Beacon of Light’, located on the Lich�eld 
Road/Wood End Road island, has been driven by 
the local community and funded and supported by 
City of Wolverhampton Council.

The landmark sculpture showcases the best of 
Wednes�eld through the ages, with symbolic 
nods to 
community, 
history, 
market/
businesses 
traders, 
nature, park 
playing �elds, 
music and 
bridges into 
the town – 
and features 
the words 
Respect, Be 
Kind and 
Remember.

The three-
sided 
sculpture, 
fabricated 

by Milden Steels Ltd, has been funded�by the UK 
Government through the UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund, and is visible from all directions on the key 
gateway into the town centre.

It is made from 316-grade stainless steel with an 
internal uplighter and stands at �ve-and-a-half 
metres on the 
plinth built by 
the council’s 
highways team 
as part of an 
overall upgrade 
to the island.

Fittingly, the 
lights were 
switched on for 
the �rst time 
on Armistice 
Day this week, 
marking a 
direct link to 
the Lancaster 
Bomber featured 
in the sculpture that commemorates the seven 
airmen who died when the plane crashed in the 
area in 1945.

Councillor Chris Burden, City of Wolverhampton 
Council Cabinet Member for City Development, 
Jobs and Skills, said: “The Wednes�eld community 
has once again come together to create a fantastic 
sculpture that does the town proud and signi�es all 
its best qualities and history.

“The council was delighted to play a supporting 
role in helping secure funding for the sculpture 
and I’d like to thank our landscape architect and 
the highways team for working hard with the 
community to deliver this.”

Local businessman, Jay Baso, who helped 
coordinate local community involvement in the 
design, said: “I am hugely proud to have been 
part of this project and would like to take the 
opportunity to thank all those involved. 

“The sculpture represents all the things that are 
great about Wednes�eld. It’s a beacon of positivity 
for all to see and will hopefully be loved and 
cherished for generations to come.”

Back row – Cllr Chris Burden, City of Wolverhampton Council, Ray 
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Wolverhampton Tiktok Musician Becomes 
the First Dhol Drum Player to Perform on 

Strictly Come Dancing

Josh Kapur, from Whitmore Reans, Wolverhampton, 
performed on the show as part of actress Balvinder 
Sopal and professional partner Julian Caillon’s 
Punjabi Bhangra Couple’s Choice dance.

Mr Kapur, who has almost 300,000 followers, 
thanked the “power of social media” for the 
opportunity after Ed Sheeran reposted a TikTok 
video where he was playing the dhol to one of the 
singer-songwriter’s latest hits, Sapphire.

The 19-year-old said when Sopal chose to dance 
to Sapphire on the show, she “really wanted a 
dhol player” and a quick internet search led to his 
“once in a lifetime” experience.

“Being on stage for the �rst time, on live television, 
representing my culture and my family, was the best.

“I felt like a celebrity,” the 19-year-old, who now 
lives in Telford, said.

Sopal described Mr Kapur’s performance as 
“awesome” and Callion added that it “brought the 
heartbeat” to the routine.

Mr Kapur rehearsed for a week before the show 
and said the pressure of performing live became 

real after was introduced to Dave Arch and the 
rest of the band.

“They’re top, top tier and I was like ‘oh, I don’t want 
to mess this up’.

“As soon as I stood on the stage, it was really scary 
but everything I had been practicing went exactly as 
I wanted it to.”

Mr Kapur said he had been inundated with 
support and after the performance his phone 
“didn’t stop ringing”.

“I couldn’t have done it without my parents,” he added.

“When I �rst started making dhol videos for TikTok 
I was doing it in my house and I was making such 
a racket, but as soon as my videos starting doing 
something, they didn’t mind and they’ve been there 
to support me constantly.”

He added that he was “so proud” to represent the 
dhol community.

The 19-year-old, who is a second year maths and 
computer science student at the University of 
Birmingham, said he would love to take his musical 
talent “to the next level” in the future and perform 
alongside someone like Ed Sheeran.

Mr Kapur said performing alongside the Eastenders star and Callion on the show made him “feel like a celebrity”

Image source,Josh Kapur





Wolverhampton Astronomical Society
Discover the Universe With Us!

Are you fascinated by the night 
sky? Want to learn more about 
stars, planets, and the cosmos? 
Whether you’re a complete 
beginner or a seasoned stargazer, 
the Wolverhampton Astronomical 
Society welcomes you!
We are a friendly, local group of astronomy 
enthusiasts who meet regularly to share our 
passion for the universe. Our meetings include a 
mix of expert guest speakers, telescope observing 

sessions, practical workshops, and lively 
discussions on all things space and science.�

Talks are held at the University of Wolverhampton, 
Room MA030, Wulfruna Building, Wulfruna Street, 
WV1 1LY. From 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm, at a cost of 
£2 (cash on the door) for non members.
Details of the meeting location can be found on 
our website�www.wolvas.org.uk�on the Contact / 
Find Us page.

There is signposting within the building and 
members of the society will be on hand before 
the start of the meeting to guide people to the 
meeting room.�

TALK DATE TITLE SPEAKER

17 November  Who’s who in the Moon Mike Frost

1 December� � The Space Shuttle, Past, Present & Future Duncan Willis

12 January� � � ABC of Stellar Evolution Steve Barrett

19 January� � � Getting started in radio astronomy: Equipment, software & projects Andrew Thornett

2 February� � �  T Corona Borealis - The Jewel in the Crown Gary Poyner

16 February� �  Understanding Special Relativity (without the maths) Kieron Nixon

2 March� � � � �  NASA’s Juno mission to Jupiter� Fran Bagenal

16 March� � � �  The Astronomy of Stonehenge Simon Banton





At the Wolverhampton Heritage Centre, in 
Whitmore Reans, more than 100 community 
members gathered in a moving celebration of 
legacy, service, and shared history as ConGens 
in partnership with Educare Foundation hosted 
a landmark event for the Our Heritage of Caring 
project, funded by the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund on Saturday 25 October. It was an honour 
to have present the Mayor of Wolverhampton, 
Councillor Craig Collingswood who opened the 
event with a 
poignant address 
that warmly laid 
expectation of 
what was to 
follow. Many 
former NHS staff 
along with family 
members and 
other community 
representatives 
came to 
acknowledge the 
contribution of 
former Caribbean NHS staff, in particular nurses 
who helped support the development of Britain’s 
� edgling health service.

The two-year project, aims to document and 
preserve the personal stories of Caribbean 
healthcare workers who arrived in the UK during 
the formative years of the NHS. Through recorded 
interviews, a forthcoming book, and an educational 
website, Our Heritage of Caring ensures that their 
voices and contributions are not forgotten.

The event served as both a community update 
and a heartfelt tribute. Attendees were treated 
to a live interview with one of the retired nurses, 
alongside a recorded segment capturing the 
resilience, humour, and humanity of those who 
served. The emotional highlight came when each 
nurse in attendance was presented with a single 
red rose and words of gratitude — a symbolic 
gesture that brought many to tears.

“It was a beautiful and digni� ed event,” said one 
attendee. “These women gave so much, and to 
see them honoured in this way was long overdue.”

The Mayor of Wolverhampton praised the 
initiative, calling it “a vital act of remembrance 
and recognition” and commended ConGens for 
“bringing our shared history to life with such care 
and integrity.”

For many retired nurses, the event was also a 
joyful reunion. Former colleagues embraced after 
decades apart, sharing memories and laughter 
that echoed through the hall.

As the project continues into 
its second year, ConGens 
invites the wider community 
to engage with the stories 
being collected and to re� ect 
on the enduring legacy of 
those who cared for a nation 
in its time of need.

Wolverhampton Celebrates Caribbean NHS Pioneers 

at ‘Our Heritage of Caring’ Event
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A woman who 
founded an 
organisation 
offering a food 
bank and help 
with digital skills 
has said it is an 
“incredible honour”  
that it has been 
recognised with a 
King’s Award for 
Voluntary Service.
Alvina Ali, director of volunteer group Secret 
Angels in Wolverhampton, started making 
emergency food parcels from home in 2020.

It has since helped thousands and given advice 
on saving money on energy bills, while also 
providing social events to combat loneliness.

Secret Angels, which has up to 15 volunteers 
working “tirelessly”, will be invited to attend a 
royal garden party at Buckingham Palace next 
year.

The food bank has assisted more than 10,700 
people, including those who have been helped 
more than once.

The group has also provided free clothing and 
help with mental health and wellbeing.

Asked about the award, Ms Ali said she felt 
overwhelmed and was “a bit emotional”.

She added: “It’s an incredible honour. It’s not 
just myself, it’s everybody involved, volunteers, 
partners.

“It validated all the hard work, passion and the 
work every day.”

The community interest company was formed 
after Ms Ali wanted to “do a bit more to help”.

She works for Wolverhampton Homes, which 
manages the city’s social housing, and has seen 
people in deprivation.

She said starting to provide the emergency food 
parcels from home was the �rst step.

“The food bank grew into something bigger,”   
she added.

More than 360 residents have been helped with 
digital services.

People can learn skills at weekly sessions in 
four libraries, at Whitmore Reans, Wednes�eld, 
Blakenhall and Warstones.

Those who needed a device and could not afford 
it would be given one and the group would 
provide a sim card for their mobile if they could 
not afford a contract, Ms Ali said.

People who are homeless and unemployed are 
among those being helped and some visitors to 
the base at Park Village Education Centre are from 
Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall.

Ms Ali said: “This achievement belongs to our 
incredible volunteers, our secret angels whose 
compassion, dedication and teamwork continue 
to make a real difference in people’s lives every 
single day.”

Food Bank Given King’s 
Award for Volunteering

(Left to right) volunteers Christine Chance and Kim Swann were pictured with founder 
and volunteer Alvina Ali, Deputy Lieutenant for the West Midlands Carmen Watson 

and volunteers Nicki Kainth and Sajid Bashir at the back
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The WSAC held their annual 
awards ceremony at Fordhouses 
Cricket & Social Club on 4th 
November.

The awards were presented by Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor Paul Singh, who was accompanied by 
his wife, Ranjit. Guests were treated to a buffet 
before the awards ceremony.

The WSAC was founded in 1966. It’s main 
objectives are to support and fund local sports in 
Wolverhampton. 

They can assist with grants of up to £500 for  
an individual or club. For more information,  
contact ahickin@btinternet.com

They also have a ‘Hall of Fame’ at Aldersley Leisure 
Village, where past athletes and sporting stars from 
the city are honoured as well as clubs that have 
celebrated their centenary.

Those who received awards on the night were;

Coach of the Year 
Adam Boneham - Perry Hall Primary School

Volunteer of the Year 
Glennis Dawes - South Staffs Golf Club

Disabled Athlete of the Year 
Karen Green - Table Tennis -  
Special Olympics- Wolverhampton

U21 Volunteer of the Year  
Kaysie Russell - Stourbridge Sapphires - 
Wolverhampton City Netball League

Wolverhampton Sports 
Advisory Council Awards
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50 Years a Club 
JJ Karate Academy

Community Club of the Year 
Wightwick & Finch�eld Cricket Club,  
Wolverhampton Swimming Club

Club of the Year 
Stourbridge Sapphires - Wolverhampton City 
Netball League

Veterans of the Year 
Anne O’Hara - Crescent Netball Team - 
Wolverhampton City Netball League 
Dave Guest - Wolverhampton & Bilston  
Athletics Club 
Kath Owen - Umpire - Wolverhampton City  
Netball League  
Tina & Fred Smith - Phoenix Running Club

Award of Merit 
Edrees McFarlane - JJ Karate Academy 
Sienna Green - Wolverhampton Canoeing Club

HE Lane OBE Memorial Trophy 
John Abbiss - Wolverhampton & Bilston Athletics 
Club

RV Cook Memorial Trophy 
Fred & Tina Smith - Phoenix Running Club

Ted Hayward Memorial Trophy  
Martyn Chell - Beacon Football League

Jeff Coleman Memorial Trophy 
Paul & Chelsea Brooks - Kayaking/Canoeing - 
Wolverhampton Canoeing Club

Citations were read out by WSAC Vice Chair, Tim 
Lorimer and Cllr Barbara McGarrity.

The Coach of the Year was nominated by staff at 
Perry Hall School.

Amongst the many tributes to Adam, they said; 

“Under Adam’s leadership, both our Mixed and 
Girls football teams have �ourished, achieving 
remarkable success this year. He guided both 
teams to become league winners, an incredible 
accomplishment in itself. But he didn’t stop there 
– Adam also championed both teams through the 
City Finals, where they proudly �nished as City 

Runners-Up, a testament to his expertise and 
commitment to excellence."

“What truly sets Adam apart is not just 
the�trophies and titles, but the inspirational 
atmosphere he creates for every pupil involved. 
Adam motivates all pupils to believe in themselves 
and fosters a culture of teamwork, resilience, and 
determination. He is deeply inclusive, ensuring 
that every child feels valued and supported, 
regardless of their ability or con�dence levels.”

“In addition to his coaching achievements, 
Adam’s commitment to school sport is further 
demonstrated by his hard work in helping Perry 
Hall Primary achieve Platinum status in the School 
Games Mark – a recognition of his dedication 
to promoting physical activity and sporting 
excellence across the school.”

wolves-city-arts-council-dps-editorial-dec25-v1.indd   2 20/11/2025   09:04:32





C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Proud Patrons of

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Proud Patrons of

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Proud Patrons of

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Proud Patrons of

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Proud Patrons of

Ashmore-Glass-FP-Dec25-v1.indd   1 04/11/2025   13:38:40


