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New Era Hair Studio 
City Learning Quarter, St George’s Parade, Wolverhampton, WV2 1AZ 
www.wolvcoll.ac.uk/new-era-hair   � newerasalonuk    � newerasalonuk

COURSES AVAILABLE!
If you’re interested in a hairdressing or barbering course visit www.wolvcoll.ac.uk or email admissions@wolvcoll.ac.uk

HAIR STU
D

IO

New Era Hair Studio is a commercial environment 
�S�ì�Ð�+�Ð���*�7�­���ð�e�� �Ð�Ì���.�4�Y���ð�.�4�.���­�
�Ì���4�+�­�ð�
�Ð�Ð�.���S���+�����ì�­�
�Ì���ð�
���ì�­�
�Ì��
�4�����Ì�Ð���ð�R�Ð�+���­���Æ���	�(�+�Ð�ì�Ð�
�.�ð�R�Ð���+�­�
�æ�Ð�����å���ì�­�ð�+�Ì�+�Ð�.�.�ð�
�æ���­�
�Ì��
�Å�­�+�Å�Ð�+�ð�
�æ���.�Ð�+�R�ð�Æ�Ð�.�����å���+���­�������ì�­�ð�+���4�Y�(�Ð�.��

�”�Ð���7�.�Ð���*�7�­���ð�4�Y�����(�+���å�Ð�.�.�ð���
�­�����(�+���Ì�7�Æ�4�.���­�
�Ì�����å�å�Ð�+���+�Ð�4�­�ð����
�ì�­�ð�+�Æ�­�+�Ð���4�������Ð�Ð�(���Y���7�+���ì�­�ð�+�����������ð�
�æ���ð�4�.���Å�Ð�.�4��

�”�Ð���ì�­�R�Ð�������Y�­���4�Y���Å���
�7�.�Ð�.���­�
�Ì�����å�å�Ð�+���à�ä�f���Ì�ð�.�Æ���7�
�4�.���å���+��
�Å���7�Ð�����ð�æ�ì�4���Æ�­�+�Ì���ì�����Ì�Ð�+�.�����.�4�7�Ì�Ð�
�4�.���­�
�Ì�������Æ�­�����æ���R�Ð�+�
�	�Ð�
�4��
�Ð�	�(�����Y�Ð�Ð�.��

To book an appointment call 01902 821321
or email modelco@wolvcoll.ac.uk

Now Open!

New city centre location - part of City of Wolverhampton College’s 
brand new City Learning Quarter campus.

Full-time courses / Part-time courses / Apprenticeships / Higher Education / T Levels
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Unit 5, Neachells Lane, Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands, W11 3QG

2026 - Our 15th Year in Business

Call now for a free installation quotation
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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the Dec/Jan issue of the 
Wednes�eld Magazine.
We all probably say it every year, but hasn’t this 
year �own by? Last time I looked it was Easter, 
now we’re hurtling towards Christmas.

This year will be a bit different for us.  Our youngest 
daughter has now moved out, to set up home with 
her �ancé and the eldest, who’s been gone for 4 
years, will be on the other side of the world, touring 
Australia for a month with her �ancé.

Although we’ll be seeing Charl and Tosin at some 
point, Abbi and Mike will be 10,000miles away 
and 10 hours in front.

Obviously, technology will enable us to facetime them 
both, but it won’t be like having them here with us.

It’ll be a mixture of emotions.  On the one hand 
we’ll be sad that they can’t be here, but that will be 
tempered by the fact that they’re living their best 
lives and enjoying being young and healthy, so on 
that score, we’ll be really pleased for them.

We’ll have a ‘Christmas Party’ in November before 
they go, so I’ll be doing an early Turkey dinner with 
all the trimmings.  The tree will be going up a few 
weeks early and I guess YouTube can provide some 
festive music, oh and I’ll get my presents a month 
early, so it’s not all bad!

While I moan a little about my situation, many 
people are dreading Christmas for other reasons.

With �nancial pressures affecting many families, 
it’s really hard to provide the Christmas experience 
that retailers like Argos, Boots and Selfridges 
portray as the norm.

Steve Guy offers some helpful advice and tips on how 
to get through this time of year if you’re one of those 
parents or carers.  Check out his page in the magazine.

The new website has got off to a great start, 
notably with an exclusive interview with the 
Governor of the Bank of England, Andrew Bailey, 
when he visited Wolverhampton recently.  If you 
haven’t seen it yet, go to www.westmidslife.com  
We also have a comprehensive What’s On section, 
so you can easily see events like Panto taking place 
across the West Midlands. Oh yes, you can…!

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever, 
our advertisers are vitally important to the to the 
continuation of this magazine. Please have a look 
at their adverts and if you do purchase anything 
from them, PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SA W THE 
ADVERT IN THE WEDNESFELD MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover Feb & March and will be 
out on 27th January so if you have a business to 
promote or have a story to share, please contact 
me by 8th January.

Enjoy your read!

S�m��

Wednes�eld
Magazine





“Good food and no booze 
is the secret to longevity,” 
says Wednes�eld’s Mary 
Prosser who was given a 
surprise party to make her 
100th birthday.

Mary was born on October 
9, 1925 in Portobello 
in�Willenhall, to parents Mary Ann and Arthur Leek, 
but sadly her mother died when she was just eight 
days old and Mary was raised by her aunt and uncle, 
Rebecca and Albert Cresswell.�

After leaving school she worked at a lock factory in 
the town where she met her late husband Ronald, 
known as Ron. They tied the knot at the former Little 
London Baptist Church in Temple Bar, now Mount 
Olive Apostolic Church, on December 17, 1946.

They lived at Waddens Brook Lane in�Wednes�eld�for 
around 60 years where they raised their two children 
Gary and Wendy, before they moved 
to Bramley Court in nearby Amos 
Lane in later life. They were married 
for 67 years before Ron sadly died 
aged 89 in 2013.�

Mary subsequently moved 
to�Waterside House�care home in 
Moathouse Lane West in 2021 where 
her family says she is very happy 
despite having poor eyesight.

In early October, she was treated to a surprise party 
by family and friends who showered her with �owers.

Her daughter Wendy Pritchard, aged 73, a retired 
teaching assistant, of Worcester, said: “Mom was a 
good cook and she says the secret to a long life is 
good food and not drinking alcohol.

“She would only have a glass of snowball at 
Christmas because she said she didn’t like how 
people’s behaviour changed when they had a drink.

“She would often talk about 
how hard life could be back in 
the day.”

Mary also recalled how during 
the Second World War her 
uncle Albert, whom she called 
‘dad’, was an air raid warden 
- but ironically the family was 
always the last to be warned 
that a bombing could be 
imminent by the time he got 
home from his duties.�

Mary was a housewife when the children were small 
and then worked as a part-time cleaner including 
at Wednes�eld High School in Lich�eld Road. After 
retiring she volunteered at the Heart Foundation shop 
in Queen Street in Wolverhampton centre. �

Mary’s son Gary, aged 68, a retired porter from 
Wednes�eld, said: “Mom had a lovely party, it was a 
super nice day and lots of family and friends turned 
up to wish her happy birthday.

“She’s a fantastic mother. She’s knitted all her life. She 
use to knit little bonnets and mittens for the newborns 
in the neo-natal unit at New Cross Hospital.”

She has four grandchildren: 
Jason, Zoe, both aged 48; 
Matthew, aged 45; and Geoff, 
47; seven great-grandsons and 
one great-great-granddaughter 
with another on the way.

Mary’s older sister Doris Tonks 
(pictured) also celebrated her 
own 100th birthday in August 
2022 before passing away three 
months later.

Good Food and No Booze is 
the Secret to Longevity’ Says 
100-Year-Old Wednes�eld Woman













So, winter is here again and we need to be doing 
all of those little jobs to help our suburban wildlife 
make it through the coldest part of the year. Nest 
boxes will hopefully have been cleaned out by 
now, but put a small amount of hay/straw or wood 
shavings in the bottom as small birds will use them 
over winter on the coldest nights.

Keeping feeders topped up is of course essential 
and our passerine (perching) bird numbers increase 
massively over the winter, when we are ‘invaded’ 
by North European passerines. I generally see a 
few of the easily identi� able winter thrushes such 
as Fieldfare and Redwing in, or over my garden. 
These thrush species love apples so putting a few 
out on a regular basis may help to attract them.

A regular supply of fresh, clean winter replaced 
daily is essential to birds’ health. 

On a serious note, DEFRA has warned this week 
about avian in� uenza, bird � u in the UK. There has 
already been an outbreak in Bristol amongst swans. 
If you do � nd dead birds in or around your garden 
this winter please don’t touch them, but look for 
guidance about what to do on the DEFRA website 
www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-in� uenza-bird-� u  

Every few years we have what is termed an 
eruption of one species or another, usually 
follows either very bad weather or a lack of 
food in the northern parts of Europe. Waxwings 
and Haw� nches are two of the species that this 
happens with and both are distinctive and 

attractive birds; we had Waxwings in Wednes� eld 
about 14 years ago so we’re due a return visit (I hope). 

Waxwings have already appeared in Scotland, and 
a few have made it as far down as North Yorkshire, 
so there’s a real possibility there will be some here 
abouts later in the winter.

Waxwings are about the size of a Starling, look 
similar to them in � ight and are just as noisy, if not 
more so. They are light brown in colour, have a 
crest and dark face mask, which makes them look 
permanently angry with the world, and yellow and 
red feathers on their wings, the red feathers looking 
like dots of red wax.

Haw� nches are very similar in size and similarly 
coloured, but have no crest, are much dumpier 
and have a large head and bill. They look like the 
sort of bird other birds would think twice about 
picking on, a kind Henry Cooper of the bird world 
(if you go back that far!).

And � nally, don’t forget about our mammals 
too. Hedgehogs will be curled up somewhere 
hibernating, but foxes, badgers, wood mice and 
shrews will still be out looking for food all winter. I 
like wood mice (but not house mice) and � nd signs 
of them in my shed. I collect hawthorn berries 
when I’m out for a walk, or guelder rose berries if 
I ever � nd them, and leave little piles around the 
garden for the wood mice. You’ll be surprised how 
quickly the piles go too as the wood mice stash 
them in warm nooks and crannies to enjoy in 
the very cold weather. Shrews on the other hand 
eat ‘creepy crawlies’ so leave piles of leaves or 
bark chippings where centipedes, millipedes and 
woodlice can thrive and, if you’re lucky, you might 
get to hear shrews chattering away.

That’s it for this issue, so don’t forget to look up, look 
down, look all around and keep enjoying our wildlife. 

Dave H. 
�Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�L�Q�Z�H�G�Q�H�V�4���H�O�G�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Wildlife in Wednes� eld

Redwing, left, and Fieldfare

Waxwing, Linthouse Lane 2011
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Wednes�eld Man Completes  
Over 300 Marathons
As an NHS driver and avid runner, Jamie Bird, from 
Wednes�eld says, “I am proud to have completed 
302 marathons, including 20 London Marathons. 
Running has been a huge part of my life since 
I was young, and I started competing in cross-
country events at Perry Hall primary school. After 
a car accident in 1999, I turned to running as a 
way to heal and �nd focus.”

He completed his �rst marathon in 2000 and  
has been hooked ever since. Jamie continues, 
“Over the years, I’ve had the opportunity to run 
in some amazing locations across the UK and 
beyond, including Malta, Palma, Gran Canaria, 
Malaga and the Isle of Man. As a member of the 
100 Marathon Club, I’ve had to persevere through 
injuries and setbacks, including years of wear and 
tear on my knees. Unfortunately, this culminated in 
a full knee replacement in December 2024 at the 
Nuf�eld in Wolverhampton."

"Prior to this I was told I’d never run again, so I was 
devastated. However, I’m thrilled to report that I’ve 
made a great recovery and I’m back on my feet. 
Although I did have to train very hard and have physio 
to help me to get back to a level I’m happy with."

"Just six months after surgery, I took part in Best 
Foot Forward and completed 204 laps (equivalent 
to 51 miles), raising money for local causes.  This 
was the most laps achieved on the day, so I was 
pleased that my focus, mindset and training was 
beginning to pay dividends."

"Running keeps me focused and gives me daily 
satisfaction. I would recommend to everyone."

 

Not Just Another Christmas  
Carol Concert
Ashmore�Park Choir presents: Not Just Another 
Christmas Carol Concert - It is a bit of a concert 
with a twist, this year!

Join us for an evening of festive music, harmonies, 
and community spirit at St Thomas’s Church, 
Wednes�eld, on Tuesday 9th December at 7:30pm. 
Expect classic carols, beautiful arrangements, and 
a few surprises along the way — all performed 
with the joy and warmth that make our concerts so 
special. 

Proceeds are split between Church Funds & 
Christian Aid. Tickets will be available from St 
Thomas’s Church or�Ashmore�Park Choir 
Tickets £5 - �Refreshments available during the 
interval

 

Portobello Methodist Church
Friendship Club Wednesdays Dec 3th, Jan 14th 
& 28th,�2.00-4.00 p.m. 3 games of Bingo & 
refreshments. Time to chat & make new friends.

Coffee Mornings Saturdays Jan 17th,31st, 10.00-
12.00. Hot drinks, Cakes & Toasted Teacakes on 
sale.

Coffee & Carols Saturday, December 13th 10.00-
12.00. Hot Drinks and mince pies on sale with 
sessions of Carol Singing.

Community Carol Service Wednesday, December 
17th 3.00 p.m. An opportunity to come together as 
a community and celebrate the Christmas story.

Traditional Carol Service, Sunday, December 
21st,10.30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Service of Holy Communion, 
Wednesday, December 24th 11.30pm.

All are invited to share in any of these services.

News In Brief

















A post of�ce 
worker who 
fearlessly 
marched 
an armed 
robber out of 
her branch 
in Ashmore 
Park, 
has been 
honoured 
with a bravery 
award

Gaynor 
Walters was 
one of three 
gold medal 
winners from 
the West 
Midlands 
recognised at 
the National 
Police Chiefs’ 
Council’s annual Police Public Bravery Awards 
recently.

The awards honour sel�ess members of 
the public who have placed themselves in 
dangerous situations, protected others, defended 
communities, prevented crime or actively 
assisted police.

Gaynor, aged 51, was on shift at her branch in 
Grif�ths Drive on May 31,last year when a large 
man entered.

With his face covered, he attempted to get in the 
back of the counter area while pulling out a 12-
inch chef’s knife.

Immediately Gaynor approached the intoxicated 
man, taking hold of and walking him out of the 
store to protect customers and colleagues.

At court, the man was sentenced to eight years in 
jail for multiple offences.

West Midlands Police Chief Constable Craig 
Guildford said: “These awards are not given 
lightly. As one can see, the bar is rightly set at a 
high level to represent the bravery, determination 
and immense personal effort displayed by such 
worthy members of the public who often place 
the safety of others before their own.

“It is right and proper that the service recognises 
such individuals and I’m very pleased to 
congratulate all of our award winners following 
the ceremony in Shef�eld which was attended by 
our Deputy Chief Constable, Scott Green.”

Chief Constable of South Yorkshire Police Lauren 
Poultney, who hosted the awards ceremony 
as honorary secretary, said: “Gaynor displayed 
incredible bravery and sel�essness through her 
swift actions. Her actions exemplify why we host 
these awards every year.”

Wednes�eld Post-Of�ce 
Worker Who Stood up to 
Armed Robber is Honoured



Compton Care is pleased to of f er a f ree wills
init iat ive, that  will enable you to make a will
online completely f ree of  charge.

Alternat ively you can choose to make your will
with a local solicitor or will writer f or a donat ion
start ing f rom £100.

Fees apply to any services that  
qualif y above a basic will.

Visit comptoncare.org.uk/ treecycle2026 to register your tree
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Registered Charity Number: 512387

FREE WILLS
with Compton Care

Make a will, secure your f amily’s
f uture & your own peace of  mind

our family

Take the hassle out of  recycling your Christmas tree.
Register your tree, leave it outside and we will collect it.

9-12 JAN
2026

Scan the QR code, visit  comptoncare.org.uk/ willof fer 
or call 0300 323 0250 for more informat ion.

compton-care-fp-dec25-v1.indd   1 12/11/2025   18:20:11



Wolverhampton’s Mayor for 
2025/26 is Councillor Craig 
Collingswood, who is a 
Wulfrunian born and bred.  His 
daughter Abby will assist him as 
Mayoress.
Editor, Simon Archer, popped into the Mayor’s 
Parlour to �nd out more about the man himself.

Craig was born in New Cross Hospital and 
brought up in Coseley, Bilston.  He went to Manor 
Primary and Park�elds Secondary School.

He worked in local government for many years 
before lecturing at further education colleges and 
then forming a training organisation.

His chosen charities are; Compton Care, Acorns 
Children’s Hospice, Royal Wolverhampton NHS 
Trust Charity (motivated by a nurse daughter), and 
SAFA, the Armed Forces Charity (motivated by a 
son in the army).

He served as an apprentice in mechanical 
engineering, then held administrative roles in 

Wolverhampton City Council and later worked in 
occupational health. His motivation to become a 
councillor stemmed from a desire to honour his 
late father’s legacy.

Craig has served as a councillor for Park Ward for 
14 years and will be up for re-election in May 2026.
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New ‘Beacon of Light’ sculpture 
shining on Wednes�eld

A new community sculpture has taken pride of 
place in the centre of Wednes�eld.

The ‘Beacon of Light’, located on the Lich�eld 
Road/Wood End Road island, has been driven by 
the local community and funded and supported by 
City of Wolverhampton Council.

The landmark sculpture showcases the best of 
Wednes�eld through the ages, with symbolic 
nods to 
community, 
history, 
market/
businesses 
traders, 
nature, park 
playing �elds, 
music and 
bridges into 
the town – 
and features 
the words 
Respect, Be 
Kind and 
Remember.

The three-
sided 
sculpture, 
fabricated 

by Milden Steels Ltd, has been funded�by the UK 
Government through the UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund, and is visible from all directions on the key 
gateway into the town centre.

It is made from 316-grade stainless steel with an 
internal uplighter and stands at �ve-and-a-half 
metres on the 
plinth built by 
the council’s 
highways team 
as part of an 
overall upgrade 
to the island.

Fittingly, the 
lights were 
switched on for 
the �rst time 
on Armistice 
Day this week, 
marking a 
direct link to 
the Lancaster 
Bomber featured 
in the sculpture that commemorates the seven 
airmen who died when the plane crashed in the 
area in 1945.

Councillor Chris Burden, City of Wolverhampton 
Council Cabinet Member for City Development, 
Jobs and Skills, said: “The Wednes�eld community 
has once again come together to create a fantastic 
sculpture that does the town proud and signi�es all 
its best qualities and history.

“The council was delighted to play a supporting 
role in helping secure funding for the sculpture 
and I’d like to thank our landscape architect and 
the highways team for working hard with the 
community to deliver this.”

Local businessman, Jay Baso, who helped 
coordinate local community involvement in the 
design, said: “I am hugely proud to have been 
part of this project and would like to take the 
opportunity to thank all those involved. 

“The sculpture represents all the things that are 
great about Wednes�eld. It’s a beacon of positivity 
for all to see and will hopefully be loved and 
cherished for generations to come.”

Back row – Cllr Chris Burden, City of Wolverhampton Council, Ray 
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It’s been a busy time in 
Westminster and Wednes�eld as 
I continue to represent residents 
locally and in London. 
This month is also a sombre one, as we 
pause to re�ect on Remembrance Sunday 
and Remembrance Day. I laid a wreath at the 
Wednes�eld Remembrance Service and also paid 
my respects at the statue of the WWI Soldier in 
Heath Town Park.

I am always immensely proud of the sense 
of community across the constituency, and 
Wednes�eld is absolutely no exception to that. 
Even as the nights draw in, and the weather gets 
colder, the warmth and respect that people show 
each other shines through. Speaking of shining, it 
has been wonderful to see the new community-led 
artwork in Wednes�eld. It’s impressive in the day 
but is a showstopper at night!

From speaking to people on the doorstep, over the 
phone, and by email, I know that local policing is 
a huge issue to people, and I have been speaking 
to police and the community about this issue, 
and how we can build up services going forward. 
Residents were very concerned about e-scooters 
and off-road bikes being misused in the area, and 
how this could be addressed.

We need more police recruitment to address 
growing demands. I will be working with West 
Midlands Police to make sure that we get our fair 

share in the local area, and to back calls for better 
equipment like drones and cameras to support 
their work.

I’m glad to report that in Parliament we have been 
working on the Crime and Policing Bill which will 
give the police much increased power to con�scate 
illegal bikes and to crush them immediately. This 
will replace the ridiculous current system where 
bikes are auctioned and end up right back in the 
hands of criminals!

I would like to say a massive thank you to our local 
police for the hard work that they do in dif�cult 
conditions. The of�cers and PCSOs put themselves 
in harm’s way to keep our communities safe, and 
need as much support as they can get. For the 
community, we need as much evidence as possible 
to support my calls in Parliament for support. 
Intelligence sharing through 101 or anonymously 
via Crimestoppers helps the police to build a case 
for the support that they need

Getting around the constituency is busy work,  
and to make sure that I am available to you 
as much as possible. If you have an issue or 
suggestion, I would love to hear from you. You  
can come along to a surgery, whether that be in a 
local community centre or virtually, or one of my 
coffee mornings. Get in touch with my of�ce on� 
Sureena.Brackenridge.MP@parliament.uk�or  
call in on 01902 288465.

As we approach Christmas, I am keen to visit 
as many celebrations, markets, services, and 
gatherings as possible across Wednes�eld, and 
would love for you to be in touch with my of�ce if 
you would like me to come along.

Sureena Brackenridge MP  
Your Member of Parliament for Wolverhampton North-East
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Santa will again be making an 
appearance on the streets of 
Wednes� eld and Essington 
this December, courtesy of the 
volunteers from Wednes� eld 
Roary Club and their friends.
Please give generously to the collectors, 
who are raising money for local causes.

As always, the routes listed are subject to 
the weather, with health and safety the 
number one priority.

Also, please not that the areas listed are 
a guide and due to accessibility.

Where possible, any cancellations 
will be announced on their 
facebook page.

Rotary in Wednes� eld – Sleigh Routes

Date: Monday 8 December 2025 – 6.00pm
Mill Lane Estate

Date: Tuesday 9 December 2025 – 6.00pm
Long Knowle Estate

Date: Wednesday 10 December  2025  - 6.00pm 
Fallings Park

Date: Thursday 11 December 2025 - 6.00pm 
Essington (1):
Hawthorn Road/Parkes Crescent
Brownshore Lane/Bognop Lane
Swynnerton Drive/Charles Avenue/Danes Close
Tudor Court/Moseley Court/Charles Avenue
Vernon Close/Kingsway/Forest Avenue

Date: Friday 12 December 2025 – 6.00pm 
Clan� eld Ave/Grif� ths Drive

Date: Tuesday 16 December 2025 – 5.00pm
Moat House Estate

Date: Wednesday 17 December 2025 – 6.00pm
Perry Hall & Castlebridge Estates

Date: Thursday 18 December 2025 – 6.00pm
Silverton Way/Ellards Drive/Broad Lane South Area

Date: Friday 19 December 2025 – 6.00pm
Springhill Estate

Date: Saturday 20 December 2025 – 5.30pm
Essington (2):
Hough Way/Holly Bank Avenue/Mitre Close
Elmwood Avenue/Birchwood Close/Larchmere Drive 
Ferndale Road/Rowen Drive/Oakwood Close
Willow Grove/Rosewood Gardens/Gorsemoor Way
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Three of our 
members went 
to the Malvern 
Showground 
to the awards 
ceremony to 
receive our 
certi� cate and 
thanks to all the 
hard work of 
our small band 
of gardeners, 
the Blooming 
Crafters and the 
support of Local Businesses and the Community 
of Wednes� eld the long wait was worth it! 

We have already begun the work for next year’s entry 
by tidying and replanting ready for the spring of what 
will be Wednes� eld in Bloom’s 10th Anniversary year! 
We are asking for your help in making it a success so, 
if you have a few hours to spare I’m sure we can put 
to good use the skills that you have, or help you to 
develop new ones. Our contact details can be found 
at the bottom of the page.

We are also looking to the younger members of 
our community to help in designing a poster to 

Celebrate 
10 years of 
Bloom. The 
competition 
will be open 
to Primary 
School 
children and 
the prize will 
be a miniature 
greenhouse 
and tools.

The Crafters 
have been 
busy with their 
fundraising 
efforts and 

thank all of you who supported the market stall 
for Autumn and Halloween Crafts, our surplus 
creations went to Northycote Farm to help with 
their fundraising efforts. We look forward to 
seeing you on November 27th at the Christmas 
Lights switch on. The Crafters will also be hosting 
a Christmas Wreath making evening on 10th 
December, places are limited so watch Facebook 
for booking details.

The weather has meant that the summer planting 
has provided colour late into Autumn.

We look forward to seeing the fruits of our labours 
in the Spring.

Crafters meeting on alternate Tuesdays at 7pm at St 
Thomas’ Centre - dates for January 6th and 20th.

We did it again, 
our 8th successive Gold!

Contact us via Facebook, email wednesfieldinbloom@gmail.com or Julie on 07904 573443.







Local 
historian 
Ray Fellows 
looks back 
at Christmas 
over the 
Years in 
Wednes�eld 

Christmas is not what it used to be some old folks 
say. Well of course it isn’t; it never was and never 
will be, as men come and go so do old customs 
and new ones take their place. 

Let’s look at some of the traditions that have 
changed over the years.

Well, it’s that special time of the year again when 
you look in the loft or the shed for the items that 
you put away the previous Christmas. Some 
people put their tree’s up in November or early 
December, each family gets into a routine of 
when they put the tree up and they you tend to 
stick to it year after year.

The one tradition that seems to of faded out a little 
over the years is putting trimmings and balloons 
up, we used to put them up in our house around 
60 years ago at number 40 Tithe Road and they 
really used to make it feel more like Christmas. 
Now we tend to put plastic Snowmen on the 
doors or windows and also decorate the �replace 
with various decorations and cards.

Beside the tree, the centre of attention was 
often the �replace, there was nothing wrong with 
having a roaring �re at Christmas time provided 
you have purchased some decent coal not 
that slack stuff that used to spit, in fact a coal 
�re used to add to the occasion and it’s where 
sometimes you would hang your stockings up, 
if you were lucky you might get half a crown, an 
apple, orange and a few nuts.

When putting the tree up you �nd that one of the 
bulbs has broken and the rest will not work so 
you need a spare bulb which you will never �nd 
so it’s off to the shops to buy more lights. You 
have some crackers left over from the previous 
year, are they any good or do you need to buy 
some new ones? 

We used to have the Radio Times for many years 
but now the way the price has gone up, think it 
was £5 in 2024, don’t know how much it will be 
this year but unless it’s cheaper than that it will 
not be spending Christmas at ours.

Sending cards by post is now fading out because 
of the price of a stamp, It’s now £1.65 for a �rst 
class stamp, looks like sending greetings by email 
or the phone, the price of a stamp has come a 
long way since the penny black. 

Most years are the same with the television 
programmes, it’s like eating cottage pie its 
repeats after repeats. 

There was a time when most shops would not 
open on a Sunday let alone Boxing Day. There 
used to be a Wooden Hut down Wood End Road, 
near to Jimmy Lamp Oils, just before the Castle 
pub, it was a shop run by a large lady, I believe 

Memories of Our Wednes�eld
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To win a £20 Sainsbury’s gift card, just 
answer the following question; 

What money would you hope to �nd 
in your Christmas Stocking?

Please send your answer to: 24 South Avenue, Wednes�eld WV11 1QL  
or email me at: fellows.raymond@yahoo.co.uk

Entries must be received by Monday 15th December.  
The winner of the previous competition was Ron Cornwell.            

If you have any stories or photo’s you want to share, just send them 
to the above address. The next History Society meeting will be in 

February details will be in the next edition of the Magazine.

her name was Hilda and she would sometimes 
open on a Sunday, apart from that very few 
shops opened on Sundays.

Modern day comforts we now revel in are the 
good old fashioned Christmas fare of roast beef, 
pork, poultry, Christmas pudding, mince pies and 
plenty of strong beer, or perhaps a few glasses 
of port or homemade wines. When living in Tithe 
Road we kept chickens, most people did and pigs 
as well, so it would be a chicken for Christmas 
dinner and we were thankful of that. 

It’s really good that we are invited to our Ben and 
Kay’s for Christmas dinner this year as we know 
from the past that they put on a smashing dinner 
of Turkey and Beef. It really makes Christmas 
when you are able to spend it with members 
of your family. Christmas time can be a very 
emotional time because you tend to look back 
at family and friends that you have lost over the 
years. We think about them a lot but perhaps 
more at this time of year.

As a young lad in the early 60s, I used to sing 
carols around a few pubs, it was enjoyable 
and you could make a little bit of money to buy 
presents, some of the carols that were popular 
were Once in Royal David’s City, Silent Night, 
Away in a manger and Hark The Herald Angels 
Sing. The tradition of carol singers coming to your 
door and asking to sing a carol is another old 
tradition that seems to be fading. 

Wednes�eld has changed a lot since the opening 
of the Market on Tuesday December 13th 1960 in 

Alfred Squire Road opposite the Regal Cinema, 
back then it was a thriving Market with plenty of 
traders and that would mean plenty of shoppers, 
those were good times for traders, those times 
have sadly gone. 

You could buy many things at Christmas time 
like Holly, Mistletoe and a good range of other 
things, yes there were a lot of bargains to be 
had back then. 

The longest lasting trader now is John Allen 
and son Jon-Paul who have traded for many 
years on the Market through thick and thin in 
all weathers, well done to them for keeping the 
Market tradition going.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year, all the very best to you all. 

The next meeting of the History Society is on Wednesday 22nd October at 
11.30.am in the lounge of the Vine Inn. New members always welcome. 

John and Jon-Pauls Key Cutters stall in the High StreetTerry 
Morgan - centre of picture1960, Mr Arthur Johnson centre, 
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Award winning cake artist and TEDx speaker Paz 
Heer returned to his roots at Wednes�eld High 
School (now known as Wednes�eld Academy) 
to deliver an inspiring talk to the current Year 
10 students. In a full circle 
moment, the former student 
stood in the very assembly 
hall where he once sat as 
a teenager, this time taking 
centre stage to share his 
journey from classroom 
daydreams to celebrity cakes 
and creative success.

The talk, titled�“From School 
to Edible Art to the Stars”,  
focused on Paz’s unexpected 
path from Wednes�eld to 
working with stars, delivering 
talks across the country, and 
even creating cakes that led 
to him being labelled ’Cake 
Maker to the Stars’. He spoke 
candidly about growing up in Wednes�eld and 
proud of it. He also spoke on navigating self-
doubt and choosing a creative path that wasn’t 
always understood.

“I was never the top of the class. I didn’t always 
know what I wanted to do,” Paz told students. “But 
what I did have was imagination and over time, I 
learned how to turn that into something real.”

One particularly heartwarming moment came 
when Paz spotted his niece, Jaya Kaur, among 
the students in the audience. Unaware that her 
uncle was the guest speaker, Jaya’s shocked and 
smiling reaction brought a special energy to the 
session. “I didn’t know he was coming in today,”  
she said afterwards. “I’ve seen his cakes online, 
but it felt different seeing him speak here where I 
go to school.”

During his talk, Paz encouraged students to 
explore all their options, ask for help, and not be 
afraid of taking unconventional paths. “I used a 

cake knife instead of getting 
into knife crime,” he quipped 
at one point, drawing both 
laughter and re�ection from 
the room.

He also credited the support 
he once received from 
Wednes�eld High staff for 
helping him through tough 
times. “School was one of 
the �rst places I felt seen. 
And that’s why I came back 
to remind you that even if you 
don’t have it all �gured out, 
it’s okay. You’re allowed to 
dream.”

The visit ended with a Q&A, 
where students asked about 

Paz’s cakes, his proudest moments, and his 
favourite celebrities he has made cakes for.�

A full circle moment for a proud local born and 
bred Wednes�eld lad!�

Former Student 
Returns to Inspire 
Paz Heer Delivers Talk at Wednes�eld High





The WSAC held their annual 
awards ceremony at Fordhouses 
Cricket & Social Club on 4th 
November.

The awards were presented by Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor Paul Singh, who was accompanied by 
his wife, Ranjit. Guests were treated to a buffet 
before the awards ceremony.

The WSAC was founded in 1966. It’s main 
objectives are to support and fund local sports in 
Wolverhampton. 

They can assist with grants of up to £500 for  
an individual or club. For more information,  
contact ahickin@btinternet.com

They also have a ‘Hall of Fame’ at Aldersley Leisure 
Village, where past athletes and sporting stars from 
the city are honoured as well as clubs that have 
celebrated their centenary.

Those who received awards on the night were;

Coach of the Year 
Adam Boneham - Perry Hall Primary School

Volunteer of the Year 
Glennis Dawes - South Staffs Golf Club

Disabled Athlete of the Year 
Karen Green - Table Tennis -  
Special Olympics- Wolverhampton

U21 Volunteer of the Year  
Kaysie Russell - Stourbridge Sapphires - 
Wolverhampton City Netball League

Wolverhampton Sports 
Advisory Council Awards
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50 Years a Club 
JJ Karate Academy

Community Club of the Year 
Wightwick & Finch�eld Cricket Club,  
Wolverhampton Swimming Club

Club of the Year 
Stourbridge Sapphires - Wolverhampton City 
Netball League

Veterans of the Year 
Anne O’Hara - Crescent Netball Team - 
Wolverhampton City Netball League 
Dave Guest - Wolverhampton & Bilston  
Athletics Club 
Kath Owen - Umpire - Wolverhampton City  
Netball League  
Tina & Fred Smith - Phoenix Running Club

Award of Merit 
Edrees McFarlane - JJ Karate Academy 
Sienna Green - Wolverhampton Canoeing Club

HE Lane OBE Memorial Trophy 
John Abbiss - Wolverhampton & Bilston Athletics 
Club

RV Cook Memorial Trophy 
Fred & Tina Smith - Phoenix Running Club

Ted Hayward Memorial Trophy  
Martyn Chell - Beacon Football League

Jeff Coleman Memorial Trophy 
Paul & Chelsea Brooks - Kayaking/Canoeing - 
Wolverhampton Canoeing Club

Citations were read out by WSAC Vice Chair, Tim 
Lorimer and Cllr Barbara McGarrity.

The Coach of the Year was nominated by staff at 
Perry Hall School.

Amongst the many tributes to Adam, they said; 

“Under Adam’s leadership, both our Mixed and 
Girls football teams have �ourished, achieving 
remarkable success this year. He guided both 
teams to become league winners, an incredible 
accomplishment in itself. But he didn’t stop there 
– Adam also championed both teams through the 
City Finals, where they proudly �nished as City 

Runners-Up, a testament to his expertise and 
commitment to excellence."

“What truly sets Adam apart is not just 
the�trophies and titles, but the inspirational 
atmosphere he creates for every pupil involved. 
Adam motivates all pupils to believe in themselves 
and fosters a culture of teamwork, resilience, and 
determination. He is deeply inclusive, ensuring 
that every child feels valued and supported, 
regardless of their ability or con�dence levels.”

“In addition to his coaching achievements, 
Adam’s commitment to school sport is further 
demonstrated by his hard work in helping Perry 
Hall Primary achieve Platinum status in the School 
Games Mark – a recognition of his dedication 
to promoting physical activity and sporting 
excellence across the school.”
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